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Message

Dhaka, August  2016 AHM Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP

 

 

It is my great pleasure to note the publication of this report on the Violence against Women Survey 2015, 
prepared by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. Violence against women is a major concern all over the 
world and Bangladesh is no exception. Lack of education, exposure to child maltreatment or witnessing 
violence in the family, harmful use of alcohol, attitudes of accepting violence and gender inequality are 
some common factors influencing the perpetration of violence. It can have a negative impact on physical, 
mental, sexual, reproductive health and can lead to other health problems. The Government of Bangladesh 
is highly committed to eliminate all forms of violence against women and has prioritized the establishment 
of legal frameworks and institutional arrangements to support victims. We would like to see the country free 
of gender violence.Half of our populationis female and the government is focused on ensuring women are 
in the mainstream of development. I believe that violence could be reduced by changing mindsets and 
attitudes towards women.

The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics has successfully conducted the second round of the VAW survey in 
2015. The main objective of the survey is to generate official statistics on the prevalence of different forms 
of violence against women. I believe that policy makers, planners, researchers, development partners, 
gender activists, and other stakeholders will find this report useful. It will also help the government to protect 
the rights of women and build a happy society along with achieving national Sustainable Development 
Goals.

My sincere thanks to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and European Union(EU) in 
Bangladesh for providing financial and technical support to BBS for conducting this important survey.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to all concerned officials of SID and BBS 
for their efforts in conducting the survey and bringing out this report.

I wish this report on the Violence against Women Survey 2015 a great success.

Minister 
Ministry of Planning 

Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh





Message

Dhaka, August  2016

 

I am glad to learn that the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) of the Statistics and Informatics Division 
(SID), Ministry of Planning is now publishing the Violence against Women (VAW) Survey, 2015 Report.  
This is the second round of VAW survey conducted by the BBS.

Violence against women is a heinous crime and harmful for the mental and physical well-being of women. 
The government of Bangladesh is committed to eliminate all forms of violence against women and has 
prioritized establishing legal framework and institutional arrangements to support the victims. We would like 
to see our country free of gender based violence and disparity. The government of Bangladesh is working 
hard to bring women into the mainstream of development.

It is commendable that Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics has successfully conducted the second round of 
the VAW survey in 2015. I think the report will be useful for the planners, researchers, and other 
stakeholders in formulating appropriate programmes and policies towards elimination of violence against 
women.

My heartfelt thanks to the Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division, the Director General, Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics and his colleagues for their relentless efforts in conducting the survey and bringing out 
this report timely.

 

M.A. Mannan, MP 

Ministry of Finance 
and

Ministry of Planning 
Government of the People's Republic of

Bangladesh 

State Minister





Foreword

Dhaka, August  2016

Violence against women is a widespread phenomenon, prevailing throughout the world. Home should be a 
safe haven, but, in reality, many women are at risk of experiencing violence committed by their husband or 
other family members. Violence against women can have a deeper impact than the immediate harm it causes. 
It has devastating consequences for the women who experience it and a traumatic effect on those who 
witness it, particularly children. Violence against women is a violation of human rights. This major concern for 
society must be eliminated by all means, including legal and social movement.

In Bangladesh, the government and other stakeholders have been observing VAW trends and trying to 
address the situation appropriately. Without adequate statistics it is not possible to take appropriate measures 
to end violence. Statistics on the prevalence of violence, characteristics of the survivors, as well as the causes 
and impacts, are only available by conducting VAW household surveys.  As the national statistical 
organization, BBS has conducted the second VAW survey in 2015, with the first survey being conducted in 
2011. Although the methodology and instrument differed between the two surveys, the results suggest that 
VAW has declined between the years.

I thank the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and European Union (EU) for providing financial and 
technical support to BBS for conducting the survey. I also thank the working group, comprising experts from 
government, research organizations, international organizations and non-government organizations (NGOs), 
for their technical backstopping in conducting the survey and finalization of the report.

I congratulate the Director General of BBS and his team, distinguished members of the technical committee 
for completing the survey successfully and bringing out this report in time.

I hope that the report will be useful to the planners and policy makers in addressing the root causes of violence 
against women in Bangladesh.

K M Mozammel Hoq

Secretary
Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)

Ministry of Planning
Government of the People’s Republic of

Bangladesh





Preface

Dhaka, August  2016

This report is the outcome of the second round comprehensive survey on Violence against Women (VAW) 
conducted in 2015 by BBS. UNFPA and European Union (EU) provided financial and technical support for the 
survey. The main objective of the study was to generate official statistics on the prevalence of VAW in 
Bangladesh. To ensure geographical representation of each division and urban and rural areas, the survey 
was done using a subset of the existing Integrated Multi-purpose Sample (IMPS) of the BBS.The clusters were 
allocated from seven urban,seven rural and seven city corporation substrata representing seven 
administrative divisions of the country. The survey covered 911 primary sample units (PSUs) and 22,775 
households. One woman was selected from each household as a respondent in the survey.

During the questionnaire design phase, experts from research organizations and NGOs were consulted and 
the UNSD recommendations were reviewed. The questionnaire was designed in intelligent character 
recognition (ICR) readable formatand consisted of two questionnaires: the household questionnaire, 
comprising household and individual modules; and the women’s questionnaire, containing questions on 
partner and non-partner violence and help seeking behaviour.

Data were captured from the completed questionnaires by outsourcing the job to save time. Data processing, 
data analysis and report writing were done by BBS experts with guidance from atechnical committee.

I am grateful to UNFPA for their technical and financial assistance, and to representatives of universities, 
research organizations and NGOs for their support in designing the survey and conducting the field operation.

I like to express my sincere thanks to Mr. Md. Zahidul Hoque Sardar, Project Director, Mr.A.K.M.Tahidul Islam, 
Deputy Director,A.S.M Quamruzzaman, Deputy Director, Md. Maksud Hossain, Statistical Officerand other 
colleagues of the Geographical Information System (GIS) project of BBS for organizing the survey, processing 
and analyzing the data and bringing out this report. The members of the working group and report writing team 
deserve special thanks for their input to the analysis and improvement of the report.

I hope these survey results will be useful to planners, administrators, researchers, policy makers and 
development partners to combat the challenges of violence against women. Any constructive suggestions for 
further improvement of the report will be appreciated.

Director General 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
Statistics and Informatics Division

Ministry of Planning 

Mohammad Abdul Wazed
(Additional Secretary)





Message

Dhaka, August  2016

Empowering women and promoting gender equality is crucial to achieving sustainable development.Ending all 
forms of discrimination against women and girls is not only a human right, but it also has a multiplier effect across 
all other development areas. Gender inequality and its extreme manifestation– gender-based violence (GBV) – 
inhibit women and girls from accessing reproductive health services, fully participating in community initiatives, 
attaining their individual full potential. As a result progress of the entire Society is considerably curtailed. UNFPA 
is a global leader in partnering with governments and others to address this human rights violation. 

Gaps in data are a major obstacle to sound policies, evidence-based planning, good programming, monitoring 
and evaluation for accountability.As a long standing partner of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), 
UNFPA supports regular generation of population data, and now on violence against women (VAW).The 
experience of the first, 2011 VAW Survey has largely informed improvements in the present, 2015 survey, in 
terms of its methodology, content and coverage. Data presented in this report points to the urgent need to 
address harmful gender norms and practices. Unequal gender relations lead to discrimination, oppression, poor 
access and utilization of reproductive health information and services, and violence. They lie at the heart of many 
challenges Bangladesh and other countries around the world face.UNFPA strives for a world where all women 
and girls can live without fear.I sincerely hope that the data and information contained in this report will support 
policy-makers,civil society actors and development partners in making deliberate programmatic decisions and 
budget allocations that foster a more inclusive society, where women and girls are equal partners. 

I thank the International Centre for Diarrheal Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b), a key technical partner to 
BBS in ensuring that the second VAW survey adheres to international quality standards and United Nations 
Statistics Division (UNSD) guidelines and methodologies.Special thanks go to the Delegation of the European 
Union in Bangladesh for their financial support without which this survey might not have been timely possible. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Government of Bangladesh, especially Statistics and Informatics 
Division (SID), for taking the bold step to make VAW surveys an integral part of the data produced, their 
contribution towards addressing andeliminating this scourge from the society.The team of BBS worked tirelessly 
over many months to present us all with this important evidence. I sincerely thank the Director General, BBS and 
histeam for their continued commitment to timely and quality data in Bangladesh. 

UNFPA Representative
UNFPA Bangladesh





Message

Dhaka, August  2016

I am glad that the second report on Violence against Women (VAW) Survey prepared by Bangladesh Bureau of 
Statistics (BBS) is being launched. Violence against women is a serious human rights, public health and 
developmental issue worldwide. That EU has contributed to the successful completion of this survey is a positive 
achievement at a time when VAW is duly acknowledged as a matter of highest concern by the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Intimate partner violence is the most common type of VAW. But women are also exposed to other kinds of 
violence including sexual harassment in the workplace, violence inflicted because parents are unable to pay 
dowry demands, pregnant women’s deaths associated with violence and injuries, girls and women subjected to 
trafficking, rapes and acid-throwing. All types of violence against women listed in the Beijing Platform for Action 
(PFA) occur in Bangladesh. Statistics show that nearly two out of three women have experienced Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) during their life time. The United Nations Convention of the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) recognized the importance of addressing and eliminating violence 
against women and has stressed that the State must take effective action to address this problem.

The VAW surveys, 2011 and 2015 under BBS filled the vacuum of nationally representative, quantitative data on 
violence against women in Bangladesh. I believe that the VAW Survey 2015 results are of real benefit to policy 
makers and civil society actors for policy planning, implementation and monitoring in view of progressing towards 
a society free form all forms of violence, discrimination and inequalities. Bangladesh will be in compliance with 
the United Nations declaration on making data available to measure the violence against women.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Secretary, Statistics and Informatics 
Division, to the Director General of BBS and all other concerned for their relentless efforts in conducting the 
survey and bringing out this report. I thank also UNFPA Bangladesh for providing technical assistance to BBS in 
conducting this Survey.

I wish the Violence against Women Survey 2015 the best possible follow-up. It is an important step stone in 
addressing a matter too often perceived as a taboo. To change the life of many.

Ambassador
&

Head of Delegation
of the European Union

in Bangladesh
European Union

HE Mr. Pierre MAYAUDON
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Executive summary 
Background and context  
 
Violence against women (VAW) is a global phenomenon in both developed and developing 
countries. Many women suffer from controlling behaviors, physical, economic, emotional and 
sexual violence, causing physical and mental harm. The United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) called upon member countries to establish systems for data collection and analysis of 
national VAW indicators and other methodological standards by 2015.  Through this survey, 
Bangladesh has become one of the pioneers in measuring VAW through the rigorous efforts of 
the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and Statistics and Informatics Division (SID). 
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by global leaders in September 2015, 
highlight the importance of statistics on VAW. In the past, lack of time series data on VAW has 
impeded monitoring of trends and the design of appropriate policies and programs in 
Bangladesh. The 2015 VAW survey is essential for addressing the scarcity of data on VAW in 
Bangladesh. 
 

Objectives 
 

The main objective of this survey is to generate official statistics on the prevalence and nature of 
VAW in Bangladesh. The information gained from this survey indicates the prevalence of 
various forms of violence, its causes and consequences, risk factors and perceptions regarding 
VAW. It provides data that can be disaggregated to the national, divisional, urban and rural 
levels and enables Bangladesh to comply with the United Nations recommendation to measure 
and make VAW data available. The end goal is to generate evidence that is used to guide policy 
formulation, programs and interventions and to improve existing legal frameworks. 
 

Methodology 

The VAW Survey 2015 methodology was based on UNSD and WHO recommendations and the 
sample design ensured representation of seven divisions, rural areas, city corporations and urban 
areas other than city corporations. By applying appropriate weights, national estimates of 
violence were also derived. In preparation for data collection, training based on the WHO 
training module, was delivered with special emphasis on gender training and ethical procedures 
for conducting a survey on such a sensitive topic. Total nine hundred and eleven local females 
were engaged as enumerators (interviewers) in data collection. 
 

The total number of women (aged 15 and above) interviewed were 21,688. Among them 19,987 
were ever-married and 1,701 were never married. Weights were used to correct differences in the 
selection probability of households per domain and of selection of survey participants per 
household. The tables presented in this report use weighted percentages and un weighted totals. 
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Results 

Prevalence of partner violence against women 
 
Partner violence, in the context of this survey, is a violent act that has been committed against a 
woman by their current or previous husband. The survey measures five forms of violence: 
physical violence, sexual violence, economic violence, emotional violence, and controlling 
behaviour (see section above on concepts and definitions). Almost two thirds (72.6%) of ever-
married women experienced one or more such forms of violence by their husband at least once in 
their lifetime, and 54.7% experienced violence during last 12 months. 
 
Of lifetime experiences, controlling behaviour was most common, reported by more than half of 
ever-married women (55.4%). This was followed by physical violence (49.6%), emotional 
violence (28.7% of women), sexual violence (27.3%) and economic violence (11.4%). 
 
The experiences of one or more incidents of partner violence during the last 12 months were also 
measured. The most common form was controlling behaviour, experienced by more than one 
third (38.8%) of ever-married women, followed by emotional violence (24.2%), physical 
violence (20.8%), sexual violence (13.3%) and economic violence (6.7%). 
 
Rates of lifetime partner violence (any form) were highest in rural areas (74.8% of ever-married 
women) and lowest in city corporation areas (54.4%). Rates in urban areas outside of city 
corporation areas were 71.1%, slightly lower than in rural areas. Of the divisions, Rajshahi had 
the highest rates of physical (60.1%) and sexual (34.2%) violence, followed by Rangpur and 
Khulna, whereas Chittagong had the lowest rates of partner physical violence (42.5%) and Sylhet 
the lowest rates of partner sexual violence (19.8%). These regional patterns hold for violence 
during lifetime and last 12 months. Rates of these forms of violence tend to decrease with 
increased wealth quintile and level of education of the women. 
 
Experiences of controlling behaviour, both during lifetime (55.4%) and the last 12 months 
(39.8%), were much higher than experiences of emotional (28.7% lifetime and 24.2% current) or 
economic violence (11.4% lifetime and 6.7% current). Overall, the rates of controlling 
behaviour, emotional and economic violence tended to be lower for women with higher levels of 
education. The only exception was the category of women with primary education who reported 
higher controlling behaviour during lifetime and last 12 months compared to illiterate women. 
 
Injury due to physical or sexual partner violence 
 

A large proportion (41.7%) of women experiencing lifetime partner physical or sexual violence 
suffered from injuries as a result of that violence, while 12.9% reported injuries during the last 
12 months. A higher proportion of women reported cuts, scratches, bruises or aches (32.3% in 
lifetime and 9.8% in the last 12 months), whereas other injuries were reported by a lower 
proportion of women. 
 
Talking to others about experiences of partner violence 
 

Despite high rates of partner violence, most women (72.7%) never reported their experience to 
others. When they do inform others, women most commonly told their immediate family 
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members, in-laws or neighbours. A low proportion of women reported their experience to a 
formal authority, such as police, medical practitioners, religious or community leader. Among 
formal sources, local leaders were most commonly mentioned (2.1%) and a small percentage of 
women sought help from the police (1.1%). 
 
The main reason for not informing others was they did not consider it necessary to report it 
(39.3%). This was followed by concern about family honour (15.6%); being afraid of the 
perpetrator (12.0%); and shame or embarrassment (7.7%). 
 
 

Violence perpetrated by a non-partner (someone other than the current or previous 
husband) 
 

More than one quarter (27.8%) of women reported lifetime physical violence by someone other 
than the husband (non-partner) and 6.2% reported experiencing such violence during the last 12 
months. Rates were highest among adolescents for both lifetime (30.9%) and last 12 months 
(11.2%) non-partner physical violence. Three percent of the women experienced non-partner 
sexual violence during their lifetime and 2.5% during last 12 months. 
 
 

Recent trends in partner violence against women in Bangladesh 
 

A comparison between the 2011 and 2015 national surveys shows lower prevalence rates for all 
forms violence during lifetime and the last 12 months, except for physical violence. It is possible 
that these differences reflect methodological differences in 2011 and 2015 surveys rather than 
any true differences in the levels of violence. 
 
 

Recommendations 
 

The following recommendations are made:  
 
1. Gender equality and ending violence against women must be addressed for achieving the 

SDGs. Initiate a campaign to create mass awareness about violence against women, the 
national goals to eliminate it, and the services offered by government agencies, NGOs and 
other stakeholders, including the helpline (phone number 10921) and the one stop crisis 
centre. 
 

2. Strengthen the ongoing programme to raise the status of women, both in terms of awareness 
of their rights, and through concrete measures in fields such as employment, education, 
political participation and legal rights. This should accelerate achievement of SDG 5, Target 
5.2 on the elimination of violence against women and girls. 

 
3. Data on recent experiences with sexual violence suggest women aged 20-44 years are more 

vulnerable to partner sexual violence compared to other age groups. For this reason, 
preventive and protective services could be strengthened for this group. 
 

 
4. Based on lessons learned from the 2015 survey, the content of the questionnaire can be 

modified in the next VAW survey. The module on perception of place of violence can be 
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dropped and new modules to be included such as actual place of violence and causes of 
violence. 
 

5. Follow-up surveys should be conducted every 4-5 years to cover new areas and to generate 
the data needed to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals and for use by government 
(e.g. Ministry of Women and Children Affairs) for the formulation of policies, adoption of 
protective measures and initiation of social movement for women’s empowerment, equality 
and equity in all spheres of life. 

 

6. Designate a team to conduct this survey on regular basis and ensure exposure to relevant 
issues and global development is available for the team. 

 
7. Conduct additional analysis (including multivariate models) with the existing unit level data 

of VAW 2015 and produce in-depth thematic policy briefs/analytical papers on different 
types of violence.  

 
8. Conduct further studies of GBV to capture data on violence of gender-based violence for 

both women and men. In Bangladesh, there is no baseline data on GBV other than women.  
 
9. Strengthen collaboration between stake holders and BBS so that data needs are adequately 

met. 
 
10. Administrative data on VAW (i.e. data from services such as police, health system and the 

courts) should be strengthened and existing data should be analysed and disseminated on a 
regular basis at various levels. Such information would provide policy makers with up-to-
date data on the access and use of these services for informed decision making (it should be 
noted that administrative data are never able to provide VAW prevalence data). 

 
11. Enhance legal and criminal justice systems to prevent further violence, facilitate recovery 

and ensure access to justice (e.g. specialized police units, restraining orders and multi-agency 
sectoral response teams). 

 
12. Processes and procedures should be reviewed and changed to ensure quality and standard 

protocols are in place so that women can obtain justice without discrimination in stalking and 
rape cases. This includes post-rape care and free legal aid so that women understand their 
rights and options. 

 
13. Information on social assistance programs should be disseminated and available in a variety 

of media and formats accessible to people with disabilities. This is needed to improve 
women’s awareness of existing programs, eligibility criteria, and application procedures. 
Existing social assistance programs should be linked to the family courts. 

 
14. Resource allocation to combat violence against women should be revisited to ensure 

adequate financial provision for the work that is urgently required to disseminate 
information, raise awareness and educate on Gender Based Violence (GBV). 
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15. Promote non-violent social norms by sending strong messages that violence against women 
and girls will not be tolerated. The media should be continuously engaged in shaping public 
opinion and challenging the harmful gender norms that perpetuate. 

 
16. Interventions that target attitudinal change among adolescent boys and men should to be 

made to change harmful social and cultural norms and facilitate the development of new 
notions of masculinity associated with non-violence, respect and equality.  

 
17. Further study and research on the experiences of violence by different professional groups of 

women should be done to inform policy development and design appropriate interventions. 
 

18. Revisit existing rules and regulations on the protection of women from violence to make 
them more appropriate and realistic for the protection of women for all types of violence. 
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Key findings 
A: Trends in violence between 2015 and 2011 

Indicators 
Lifetime In last 12 months 

2015 2011 2015 2011 

1 Prevalence of any partner violence experienced at least once among ever-married women 

Any physical violence 49.6 47.8 20.8 26.4 

Any sexual violence 27.2 37.3 13.3 24.0 

Any emotional violence 28.7 40.2 24.2 30.0 

Any economic violence 11.4 17.8 6.7 13.9 

Any controlling behavior 55.4 67.8 38.8 56.2 

Any  physical or sexual violence 54.2 57.8 26.9 37.0 

Any  physical or sexual violence or emotional violence 57.7 62.5 38.0 45.1 

Any violence 72.6 79.4 54.7 66.9 

2.  Prevalence of any partner violence experienced at least once among currently-married 
women 

Any physical violence 45.2 64.6 20.5 46.4 

Any sexual violence 24.8 36.5 13.1 24.1 

Any economic violence 40.2 53.2 15.2 32.3 

Any controlling behavior 68.5 81.6 54.0 71.9 

Any  physical or sexual violence 55.0 67.2 30.0 - 

Any violence  80.2 87.1 65.1 77.3 

Note: Detailed tables are given in annexure A 
 

B. Detailed findings of 2015 

 
Indicators 

 
National

(%) 

 
Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
city 

corporation  
(%)

01.  Prevalence of partner violence experienced at least once in lifetime among ever-married women 

Any physical violence 49.6 51.8 42.2 29.4 48.5 

Any sexual violence 27.3 28.4 23.5 14.4 27.9 

Any emotional violence 28.7 29.7 25.4 20.7 27.7 

Any economic violence 11.4 12.0 9.7 8.8 10.2 

Any controlling behavior 55.4 57.4 48.8 38.0 54.1 

Any  physical or sexual violence 54.2 56.6 46.5 33.3 52.9 

Any violence 72.6 74.8 65.6 54.4 71.1 
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Indicators 

 
National

(%) 

 
Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
city 

corporation  
(%)

02.  Prevalence of partner violence experienced at least once in last twelve months among ever-married 
women 

Any physical violence 20.8 21.5 18.5 13.0 21.2 

Any sexual violence 13.3 13.7 12.2 7.6 14.4 

Any emotional violence 24.2 25.1 21.3 17.1 23.4 

Any economic violence 6.7 7.0 5.4 5.5 5.4 

Any controlling behavior 38.8 41.5 34.1 25.4 38.4 

Any  physical or sexual violence 26.9 27.8 24.2 17.2 27.7 

Any violence 54.7 56.5 48.7 38.7 53.7 

03. Prevalence of partner physical violence during last 12 months among ever-married women, by age  
      group (years) 

15-19 23.8 23.7 23.8 20.7 25.3 

20-24 28.1 29.6 23.8 14.6 29.1 

25-29 24.5 24.6 23.9 17.2 27.1 

30-34 23.4 24.9 18.9 13.5 21.7 

35-39 20.8 21.9 17.1 11.7 20.3 

40-44 16.5 16.9 15.2 14.2 15.7 

45-49 15.5 16.4 12.8 7.6 15.2 

50-54 17.0 17.8 13.9 8.5 16.5 

55-59 13.7 14.0 12.4 6.4 15.1 

60+ 13.2 13.3 12.9 8.6 14.3 

04. Prevalence of partner sexual violence during last 12 months among ever-married women, by age 
group (years) 

15-19 15.1 15.6 13.7 6.3 17.2 

20-24 18.3 19.0 16.3 11.5 19.2 

25-29 16.6 16.8 15.8 9.1 19.0 

30-34 15.4 16.0 13.3 7.4 16.3 

35-39 12.8 13.5 10.6 8.0 12.1 

40-44 11.0 11.1 10.6 6.2 12.4 

45-49 8.2 8.3 7.7 5.0 8.9 

50-54 9.7 10.3 7.5 5.4 8.5 
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Indicators 

 
National

(%) 

 
Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
city 

corporation  
(%)

55-59 5.9 5.8 5.9 2.4 7.6 

60+ 9.8 9.8 9.8 3.2 12.0 

05. Physical violence during pregnancy 
      among ever-married women who 
      have ever been pregnant 

4.7 4.9 4.3 3.6 4.6 

06. Sexual violence during pregnancy 
       among ever-married women who 
       have ever been pregnant 

9.1 10.0 6.2 3.8 7.3 

07. Non-partner violence among ever-married women 

      Physical violence 27.3 28.5 23.5 15.8 27.3 

      Sexual violence 2.9 2.8 3.2 2.5 3.5 

      Physical or sexual violence 28.2 29.3 24.5 16.6 28.3 

08. Non-partner violence among women who have never been married  

      Physical violence 34.7 38.0 25.8 13.4 34.7 

      Sexual violence 4.4 3.6 6.4 4.7 7.7 

      Physical or sexual violence 35.3 38.7 27.9 16.1 36.4 

09. Age at which sexual violence by a non-partner occurred for the first time among women who 
experienced forced or coerced sexual intercourse, by age group (years) 

05-09 5.2 6.0 3.0 3.3 2.9 

10-14 34.2 32.7 38.5 35.3 39.6 

15-19 39.7 37.6 45.3 44.6 45.6 

20-24 10.5 11.4 8.0 8.6 7.8 

10. Proportion of women injured as a 
result of partner physical or sexual 
violence during lifetime who 
received medical treatment for the 
related injuries 

28.5 29.5 24.3 22.8 24.8 
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Indicators 

 
National

(%) 

 
Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
city 

corporation  
(%)

11. Proportion of ever-married women 
who took legal action after 
experiencing partner violence 

2.6 2.4 3.3 2.4 3.6 

12. Proportion of ever-married who 
know about the government helpline 
phone number 10921 

2.4 1.9 3.8 4.4 3.5 

13. Denmohor payment status among ever-married Muslim women 

     Paid 12.0 11.4 14.0 16.3 12.9 

Paid in part 22.2 22.9 19.7 14.3 22.4 

Requested for waive 11.2 12.0 8.7 8.9 8.6 

Not paid 28.3 27.1 32.1 36.2 30.2 

Others 26.3 26.6 25.4 24.4 26.0 

14. Proportion of ever-married women 
who earn an income and have control 
over their own earnings 

15.2 14.7 16.7 19.1 15.5 

15. Disclosure of partner physical or sexual violence among ever-married women who experienced 
such violence, by person/authority that was told 

No one 72.7 72.5 73.4 73.8 73.3 

Own parents 16.6 17.0 14.8 12.3 15.6 

Husband’s parents 10.3 10.4 9.9 8.4 10.4 

Brother/Sister 6.7 6.6 7.2 7.3 7.2 

Sister-in-law/Brother-in-law 4.1 4.4 3.0 2.5 3.1 

Others relatives 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2 

Friends 0.8 0.8 0.9 2.3 0.5 

Neighbors 9.1 9.0 9.5 8.9 9.7 

Police 1.1 1.0 1.5 1.4 1.5 

Doctor/Health worker 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 

Religious leader 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 

NGO 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Local leader 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.1 2.3 
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Acronyms 
BBS : Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

CSO : Civil Society Organization 

Deff. : Design Effect 

GBV : Gender-based violence 

GIS : Geographic Information System 

HH : Household 

ICR : Intelligent Character Recognition  

icddr,b : International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh 

IMPS : Integrated Multi-Purpose Sample 

JSA : Junior Statistical Assistant 

NGO : Non-Government Organization 

PPS : Probability Proportional to Size 

PSU : Primary Sampling Unit 

SDGs : Sustainable Development Goals 

SID : Statistics and Informatics Division 

SO : Statistical Officer 

SVRS : Sample Vital Registration System 

ToT : Training of Trainers 

UNFPA : United Nations Population Fund 

UNSD : United Nations Statistics Division 

USO : Upazila Statistical Officer 

UNGA : United Nations General Assembly 

VAW : Violence against Women 

WHO : World Health Organization 
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Concepts and Definitions 

Household : 
One or more members who usually live together and eat from the same 
kitchen using same cooking pot form a household. 

Domestic helper : 
Considered as member of the household if he/she was living in the 
household for at least 6 months or more. 

Eligible women : Women aged 15 years and above who live in the sample household. 

Guest : 
Guest considered member of the household if he/she was living in the 
household for 6 months or more. 

Partner : Her husband (current & previous). 

Non-partner : Anybody other than husband. 

Perpetrator : A criminal or offender. 

Prevalence : 

The number or proportion of cases in a given population. The prevalence 
rate is the proportion of women in a population who have experienced a 
particular form of violence over a specified period of time (i.e. lifetime / last 
12 months). 

Jaa : Wife of husband’s brother. 

Nanad : Husband’s Sister (younger than him) 

Current husband : Married in current time & having husband  

Previous husband : 
Married previously without having that husband at present including 
widowed/divorced or married currently again  

Denmohor : 
As per Muslim law, every Muslim married woman should receive denmohor 
(cash/ornaments) immediately after marriage. 

Upazila : 
Upazila is a geographical region in Bangladesh used for administrative 
purposes. They function as sub-units of districts. It comprises of several 
unions along with Upazila Parishad institution 

City corporation  
The area is administered by the Ministry of Local Government under City 
Corporation Act, 2009. 
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Moderate 
physical violence 

: a. Slapped, hit with fist, boxed or threw something that could hurt the 
victim. 

b. Pushed, shoved or pulled hair of the victim. 

Severe physical 
violence 

: a. Kicked/dragged/beaten  
b. Choked on purpose 
c. Burnt on purpose 
d. Threatened to use, or actually used, a gun, knife or other weapon against 

the victim 

Ever-married 
women 

: Ever-married women are persons who have been married at least once in their 
lives although their current marital status may not be ‘married’ 

Never married 
women 

: A women/ man who has never been married. It is more usual to say that 
someone who is not married is single 

Wealth quintiles : The wealth quintiles giving each person in the population a score which 
represents how wealthy they are based on the characteristics of their 
household. With this score, we can create five ‘wealth quintiles’ as follows: 
put the poorest 20% into quintile one, the second poorest 20% into quintile 
two, the middle 20% into quintile three, the second wealthiest 20% into 
quintile four and the wealthiest 20% into quintile five. 

Physical violence : Experiencing one or more of the following acts: 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 
 Slapped, punched or threw something at 

you by which you were injured. 
 Pushed you or shoved you or pulled 

your hair? 
 
 Kicked you, dragged you or beat you up 
 Intentionally suffocated you or choked 

you by hand? 
 Intentionally burnt you? 
 Threatened with or actually used a gun, 

knife or any other weapon against you? 

 Slapped, punched or threw 
something at you by which you 
were injured. 

 Pushed you or shoved you or 
pulled your hair? 

 Burnt you with hot things. 
 Threw acid intentionally. 
 Threw hot water/oil/ milk/peas 

etc. intentionally. 
 Kicked you, dragged you or beat 

you up 
 Intentionally suffocated you or 

choked you by hand? 
 Intentionally burnt you? 
 Threatened with or actually used a 

gun, knife or any other weapon 
against you? 

 Hit you with a stick or any other 
heavy things? 
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Sexual violence : Experiencing one or more of the following acts: 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 
 Did you ever have sexual intercourse 

with your husband against your will? 
 Did you ever have sexual intercourse 

with your husband against your will in 
fear of future torture or any kind of 
harm? 

 Did your husband ever perform any 
unusual sexual behaviour which seems 
degrading or humiliating to you? 

 

 Did you ever have sexual 
intercourse with your husband 
against your will? 

 Did you ever have sexual 
intercourse with your husband 
against your will in fear of future 
torture or any kind of harm? 

 Did your husband ever perform any 
unusual sexual behaviour which 
seems defaming or disgraceful to 
you? 

 Other kind of sexual 
torture(Describe) 

 

 

Economic 
violence 

 Experiencing one or more of the following acts: 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items 
(Acts) 

 He refuses to give enough money for 
household expenses, even though he has 
money for other things? 

 

 He refuses to give enough money 
for household expenses, even 
though he has money for other 
things? 

 Refuses to provide regular Pocket 
money? 

 Are you married in condition with 
giving money or property as 
dowry? 

 Does he pressure you to get 
money or belongings from your 
father’s house? 

 
 

Emotional 
violence 

 Experiencing one or more of the following acts: 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items 
(Acts) 

 
 Did your husband insult you in a manner 

by which you were humiliated or felt bad 
about yourself at any time? 

 Did your husband belittle or humiliate 
you in front of other people? 

 Did your husband do anything to scare or 
intimidate you on purpose (such as 
scream at you or break something)? 
 

 Did your husband insult you in a 
manner by which you were 
humiliated or felt bad about 
yourself at any time? 

 Did your husband belittle or 
humiliate you in front of other 
people? 

 Did your husband do anything to 
scare or intimidate you on 
purpose (such as scream at you or 
break something)? 
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 Did your husband verbally threat
hurt you or act in a manner by w
you were terrified? 

 Did your husband torture you for 
socializing with your neighbours 
or other women? 

 Did your husband threaten to 
marry other women? 

 Did your husband? 
 

 

Controlling 
behavior 

 Experiencing one or more of the following acts: 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 
 Does he try to restrict you from the 

company of your friends? 
 Does he restrict you from going to your 

parental house? 
 Does he insist on knowing (with 

suspicious mind) what you are doing and 
where you are at all times?  

 Does he ignore your feelings and 
opinions without caring or thinking about 
your priorities? 

 Is he angry if you speak with your 
relative or non-relative males? 

 Is he often suspicious that you are 
unfaithful? 

 Does he expect you to ask his permission 
before seeking health care for yourself? 

 

 Does he try to restrict you from 
the company of your friends? 

 Does he restrict you from going to 
your parental house? 

 Does he insist on knowing (with 
suspicious mind) what you are 
doing and where you are at all 
times?  

 Does he ignore your feelings and 
opinions without caring or 
thinking about your priorities? 

 Is he angry if you speak with your 
relative or non-relative males? 

 Is he often suspicious that you are 
unfaithful? 

 Does he expect you to ask his 
permission before seeking health 
care for yourself? 

 Does he force you to maintain 
vail/hijab (Parda)? 

 Does he obstruct your studies or 
employment? 

 Does he forbid you in going out 
for recreation? 

 Does he utter attacking words 
against your Parents? 

 Does he force you to use 
contraceptive method for birth 
control or forbid using it?  

 Does he misbehave with you for 
giving birth to a girl child? 

 Does he misbehave with you due 
to complain from your mother-in- 
law or sister-in- law or other 
family members? 
Does he often get angry without 
any rea 
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Introduction 
1.1 Background 
Violence against women (VAW) is a global issue experienced by societies in developed and 
developing countries alike. Many women are anxious about their safety and suffering, not only 
from the immediate harms of violence, but also their rights for access to financial and other 
resources, and to make decisions about their own lives. In many cases, husbands or other family 
members are the perpetrators of VAW, and the effects are not only on the women themselves, 
but also their children, family and society as a whole. This is a matter of great concern in 
Bangladesh, and there is an urgent need to address the issue, which impacts public health and 
creates stress on the society and economy. 
 

Household surveys are essential for generating statistics on the extent and nature of VAW so that 
evidence-based policies and programs can be developed to combat the situation. This is because, 
even when strong legal and support mechanisms are in place, the percentage of women subject to 
violence who seek help from authorities is usually low. Global studies show the majority 
(ranging from 55-95%) of physically abused women never seek help from formal sources1. As 
awareness is raised and services improve, it is important to keep tracking VAW prevalence rates, 
as well as the number of cases reported to authorities and the legal outcomes. 
 

The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) framework highlights the importance of tracking and 
eliminating VAW.A shortage of nationally representative data on VAW has made it difficult to 
monitor trends and adopt appropriate policies and programs in Bangladesh.  The United Nations 
Statistics Division (UNSD) recommends nationally representative VAW surveys are carried out 
every 5-10 years as a basis for raising awareness and formulating the appropriate policies, laws 
and interventions. In line with these recommendations, BBS started conducting national VAW 
surveys in 2011. In 2015, BBS conducted a second VAW survey, this time one devoted entirely 
to measuring VAW. The results will be used as a source for research and to inform development 
of a comprehensive integrated program to combat all forms of violence against women in 
Bangladesh. 
 

1.2 Objectives 
 

VAW is a highly sensitive and stigmatized issue. Research into the phenomenon is challenged by 
the tendency for women to underreport their experiences. This requires application of careful 

                                                 
1García-Moreno, C., Jansen, H. A. F. M., Ellsberg, M., Heise, L., & Watts, C. (2005).WHO Multi-country Study on Women’s Health and 
Domestic violence against women – Initial results on prevalence, health outcomes and women’s response. Geneva: World Health Organization 
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strategies that encourage women to disclose that is extremely personal and difficult information 
to talk about.  
 

The main objective of this survey is to generate official statistics on the prevalence and nature of 
violence against women in Bangladesh. The information gained indicates the prevalence of 
various forms of violence, its causes and consequences, risk factors and perceptions of violence 
against women. It provides data that can be disaggregated to the national, divisional, urban and 
rural levels. The end goal is to generate evidence that is used to guide policy formulation, 
programs and interventions and to improve existing legal frameworks.  
 

The specific objectives of VAW 2015 were to generate official statistics on: 
 

(a) Prevalence of different forms of VAW; 
(b) Injury sustained due to VAW; and 
(c) Help seeking behavior of women exposed to VAW. 
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Methodology 

2.1. Survey design and sampling 
BBS undertook the VAW 2015 in order to generate reliable data that can be disaggregated by 
locality such as rural, urban and city corporation areas. The survey was designed to represent 
seven divisions, the rural area, urban area and the city corporations. Divisions each segregated 
into rural, urban and city corporation areas were considered as independent study domains, 
resulting in 21 domains in total. 

The survey used a stratified two-stage cluster sampling design with administrative divisions as 
the first level stratum and rural/urban/city corporation areas as the second level. Each first level 
stratum involved one rural, one urban area and one city corporation. The Integrated Multi-
Purpose Sample (IMPS) design served as the sampling frame for the survey. In the first stage, 
Primary Sampling Units (PSU) were selected from the domains using the probability 
proportional to size (PPS) method, with the measure of size being the census count of number of 
households.  

The IMPS master sample PSUs were used as the PSUs for the survey. Each of the PSUs was 
included in the 2011 population and housing census, and hence had clear geographic boundaries 
and information on the number of households within those boundaries. In the second stage of 
sampling, households were selected from the chosen PSUs using the sampling frame obtained 
from the vital statistics registration of the BBS.   

The sample was calculated in a way so that separate estimates could be derived independently 
for each domain. The sample size was calculated using the following independent formula for 
each domain: 

  ………………. (1) 

where, p is the expected true proportion, α is the level of significance,  is the value of the 
standard normal distribution allowing α  level of significance, d is the allowable margin of error, 
and deff is the design effect. Using p=0.65, which is the VAW 2011 estimate for the proportion 
of women who experienced physical violence in the lifetime, α = 0.05 giving =1.96 and 
deff=2. The minimum required sample size obtained was approximately 700 per domain. In this 
particular survey, the number of households required in each domain will be kept to a minimum. 
Since the number of households in each of the defined strata is typically larger than 8,000, no 
adjustment for population size was made.  
 
At the second stage of sampling, random selection of 25 households from each of the selected 
PSUs was planned, giving a minimum of 28 PSUs required from each domain.  

Proportional allocation of sample households is a commonly used strategy, but not appropriate 
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when the main domains are administrative regions for which separate survey estimates are 
required, and also not when those domains differ greatly in size, since proportional allocation 
assigns a small proportion of the sample to small domains. On the other hand, when the domains 
differ greatly in size, equal allocation results in substantial variation in the sampling fractions 
between domains, providing a large sampling fraction for the smallest domain compared to the 
largest domain. Therefore, a compromise between the proportional and the equal allocation –the 
Kish allocation – was the chosen method used to ensure that each domain has at least 28 PSUs. 
The Kish allocation formula is:  

∑
………… 2  

Where  is the sample size in the domain,  is the sample size,  is the number of domains, 
and    is the proportion of households in domain  (Census 2011).  

2.2. Allocation of samples 
 

Using this allocation, with the restriction that a minimum of 28 PSUs be chosen from each 
domain, the minimum required total number of PSUs is 911. Allocating 25 households per PSU, 
the total number of households in the sample was 22,775. The resulting allocation, showing 
sample distributions across domains (divisions and regions), are presented in Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1. Distribution of sample PSUs and households (HHs) by domain using Kish   
  allocation 

Stratum 
No. 

Division 

Rural Urban City corporations Total 

No. of 
PSUs 

No. of 
HHs 

No. of 
PSUs 

No. of 
HHs 

No. of 
PSUs 

No. of 
HHs 

No. 
of 

PSUs 

No. of 
HHs 

1 Barisal  39 975 28 700 28 700 95 2,375
2 Chittagong 82 2,050 32 800 29 725 143 3,575
3 Dhaka 131 3,275 44 1,100 39 975 214 5,350
4 Khulna 59 1,475 29 725 28 700 116 2,900
5 Rajshahi 70 1,750 30 750 28 700 128 3,200
6 Rangpur 62 1,550 28 700 28 700 118 2,950
7 Sylhet 41 1,025 28 700 28 700 97 2,425

                  Total 484 12,100 219 5,475 208 5,200 911 22,775

2.3. Selection of eligible women 
One eligible woman, that is, aged 15 years or above, could be randomly selected to participate in 
the survey from each household in the sample by lottery basis. During the initial household 
interview, the eligibility of respondents (based on their age and sex) was noted by the enumerator 
(interviewer) and the supervisor by completing the ‘woman selection form’. A household may or 
may not contain an eligible woman.  
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2.4. Questionnaire development and testing 
In order to get internationally comparable results, a standard questionnaire recommended by 
UNSD was customized for the national context following the suggested customization process. 
All relevant government, United Nations, and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) working in 
this area were consulted, including representatives of the Ministry of Women and Children 
Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, and 
icddr,b.  

The survey consisted of two questionnaires: the household questionnaire, comprising household 
and individual modules; and the women’s questionnaire, containing questions on partner and 
non-partner violence and help seeking behavior. The questionnaire was pre-tested three times in 
an urban, a rural and in a city corporation area. Pre-tests were conducted to verify: 

 appropriateness of the questionnaire structure and formulation of questions; 
 time required to complete the questionnaire; 
 comprehension of questions; and 
 the range of variation in responses for different variables. 

 

The findings of the pre-test were evaluated and used to determine the questions to be 
incorporated in the final questionnaire. 

2.5. Questionnaire structure 
 

The questionnaire comprised the following sections, or modules:  

 household characteristics, such as type of dwelling, source of water, and land tenure; 
 person module, a listing of all household members and their characterristics, such as their 

age, sex, relationship to household head, level of education, etc.; 
 the eligible women selection form for use by the enumerator to determine alibility and 

randomly select the respondent, and the informed consent statement and signature; 
 woman’s marital status module, used to determine current and previous marital status; 

and 
 Three modules on experiences with violence by different perpetrators: 

o violence by current husband; 
o violence by previous husband; and 
o non-partner violence. 

Each of the three modules on experiences with violence includes questions on impacts of any 
violence experienced and the help seeking behavior of the women affected. 

2.6. Operational definitions used in the survey 
 

For the purpose of this survey, types of violence were defined and measured using the United 
Nations2 and World Health Organisation3 (WHO) guidelines. Unless otherwise stated, the 
prevalence rates presented in this report are based on the United Nations standard items of 

                                                 
2United Nations.(2014). Guidelines for Producing Statistics on Violence against Women—Statistical Surveys. United Nations. 
3Ellsberg, M., &Heise, L. (2005). Researching Violence Against Women: A Practical Guide for Researchers and Activists. Washington DC, 
United States: World Health Organization, PATH. 
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violence. The definitions, provided in the section on definitions above, together with other 
concepts used, were: 
 
 
1. Physical violence 
 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 

 Slapped, punched or threw something at you by which 
you were injured. 

 Pushed you or shoved you or pulled your hair? 
 Kicked you, dragged you or beat you up 
 Intentionally suffocated you or choked you by hand? 
 Intentionally burnt you? 
 Threatened with or actually used a gun, knife or any 

other weapon against you? 

 Slapped, punched or threw something at you by 
which you were injured 

 Pushed you or shoved you or pulled your hair? 
 Burnt you with hot things 
 Threw acid intentionally 
 Threw hot water/oil/ milk/peas etc. intentionally 
 Kicked you, dragged you or beat you up 
 Intentionally suffocated you or choked you by 

hand? 
 Intentionally burnt you? 
 Threatened with or actually used a gun, knife or 

any other weapon against you? 
 Hit you with a stick or any other heavy things? 

 
2. Sexual violence 
 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 

 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your 
husband against your will? 

 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your 
husband against your will in fear of future torture or 
any kind of harm? 

 Did your husband ever perform any unusual sexual 
behaviour which seems degrading or humiliating to 
you? 

 

 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your 
husband against your will? 

 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your 
husband against your will in fear of future torture or 
any kind of harm? 

 Did your husband ever perform any unusual sexual 
behaviour which seems defaming or disgraceful to 
you? 

 Other kind of sexual torture(Describe) 
 

 
3. Economic violence 

 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 

 He refuses to give enough money for household 
expenses, even though he has money for other things? 

 

 He refuses to give enough money for household 
expenses, even though he has money for other 
things? 

 Refuses to provide regular pocket money? 
 Are you married in condition with giving money or 

property as dowry? 
 Does he pressure you to get money or belongings 

from your father’s house? 
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4. Controlling behavior 
 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 

 Does he try to restrict you from the company of your 
friends? 

 Does he restrict you from going to your parental 
house? 

 Does he insist on knowing (with suspicious mind) 
what you are doing and where you are at all times?  

 Does he ignore your feelings and opinions without 
caring or thinking about your priorities? 

 Is he angry if you speak with your relative or non-
relative males? 

 Is he often suspicious that you are unfaithful? 
 Does he expect you to ask his permission before 

seeking health care for yourself? 
 

 Does he try to restrict you from the company of 
your friends? 

 Does he restrict you from going to your parental 
house? 

 Does he insist on knowing (with suspicious mind) 
what you are doing and where you are at all times?  

 Does he ignore your feelings and opinions without 
caring or thinking about your priorities? 

 Is he angry if you speak with your relative or non-
relative males? 

 Is he often suspicious that you are unfaithful? 
 Does he expect you to ask his permission before 

seeking health care for yourself? 
 Does he force you to maintain vail/hijab (Parda)? 
 Does he obstruct your studies or employment? 
 Does he forbid you in going out for recreation? 
 Does he utter attacking words against your Parents? 
 Does he force you to use contraceptive method for 

birth control or forbid using it?  
 Does he misbehave with you for giving birth to a 

girl child? 
 Does he misbehave with you due to complain from 

your mother-in- law or sister-in- law or other family 
members? 

 Does he often get angry without any reason? 
 Other 
 

 
 

5. Emotional violence 

UN Standard Items (Acts) Bangladesh Context: all Items (Acts) 

 Did your husband insult you in a manner by which you 
were humiliated or felt bad about yourself at any time? 

 Did your husband belittle or humiliate you in front of 
other people? 

 Did your husband do anything to scare or intimidate 
you on purpose (such as scream at you or break 
something)? 

 Did your husband insult you in a manner by which 
you were humiliated or felt bad about yourself at 
any time? 

 Did your husband belittle or humiliate you in front 
of other people? 

 Did your husband do anything to scare or 
intimidate you on purpose (such as scream at you or 
break something)? 

 Did your husband verbally threaten to hurt you or 
act in a manner by which you were terrified? 

 Did your husband torture you for socializing with 
your neighbours or other women? 

 Did your husband threaten to marry other women? 
 



8 
 

 

2.7. Training of supervisors and survey team members 
 

About 71 district4 coordinators (Joint Director, Deputy Director and Statistical Officers) were 
recruited as master trainers. Nine hundred and eleven female registrars from the BBS Sample 
Vital Registration System (SVRS) were engaged in all the 911 PSUs as enumerators 
(interviewers). An equal number of Upazila Statistical Officers (USOs) or Junior Statistical 
Assistants (JSAs) were engaged as supervisors in this survey. 

The training took place over several stages:  

1) Master trainers received a five day training of trainers (ToT) which took place at the BBS 
office in Dhaka and was conducted by BBS, with the technical assistance of a local 
consultant and UNFPA regional and country office staff.  

2) After a one week interval, the master trainers conducteda five day training course for the 
enumerators and supervisors in each district. Each master trainer trained the same number 
of enumerators and supervisors as there were PSUs in that district.   

Following postponement of the survey field operations for several weeks due to Ramadan, a 
three day refresher ToT was conducted for the master trainers by icddr,b outside Dhaka in two 
separate groups. Master trainers then conducted a four day refresher course for the enumerators 
and supervisors, which was also supported by icddr,b.  

The training included concepts of gender and violence, myths around violence, familiarization 
with the questionnaire, interview techniques, ethical and safety measures, and support for 
interviewers and study participants. 

2.8. Data collection and quality control 
The fieldwork for the survey was conducted from 13 and 22 August 2015. Each enumerator was 
appointed to cover one PSU and had 15 days to conduct interviews in 25 households. For ethical 
reasons, enumerators were assigned to collect data in PSUs outside their usual working area. 
Every enumerator was assigned a supervising officer who oversaw their work throughout the 
data collection phase and was responsible for quality control. District coordinators, who were 
senior BBS officials and UNFPA representatives, were appointed as overall managers of the 
fieldwork. 

Quality control involved several steps. Firstly, supervisors checked the completed questionnaires 
thoroughly to identify any inaccuracies or inconsistencies. If required, the enumerators were sent 
back to talk with the respondent to get corrected or missing information. The questionnaires were 
then sent to the district coordinator who checked them, and, if no correction was required at the 
field level, they were then sent to the BBS office in Dhaka. The district coordinators made 
regular field visits to assure quality. Field visits were also made by icddr,b researchers who 
checked questionnaires, discussed arising issues and suggested solutions.  

 
  

                                                 
4There are 64 districts in total. 
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2.9. Ethics and safety 
To ensure ethical and safety guidelines were applied in the survey, the following methods were 
used: 

 All interviewers were females. 
 Oral consent was obtained from the study participants. The study participants were assured 

that their responses will be kept confidential. The women were informed that 
participation in the study was completely voluntary and that they were free to refuse or 
withdraw from the interview at any point in time. The women were also informed that 
they could withhold a response to any question. The participants were warned about 
sensitive questions at the beginning of the sections on violence, and permission was 
sought to continue the interview.  

 The survey team received strict instructions on how to maintain confidentiality and conduct 
interviews in a non-judgmental manner and in private. Strategies employed were: 

 interviewers did not conduct interviews in their own communities 
 the survey was introduced at the community and household levels as a ‘Survey of 

women’s status’ and this title was also used on the questionnaire 
 only one woman per sample household was selected for interview 
 Interviewers were trained on how to deal with interruptions during the interview, 

such as the husband or partner wanting to know what is going on. If this occurred, 
the interviewer would change the topic, for example, by using a decoy 
questionnaire on women’s health. The survey participants were forewarned that 
this would be the approach should that situation arise. 
 

 At the end of every interview, information on support services for women who have 
experienced violence was given to all survey participants. 
 

 

2.10. Response rates 
A total of 22,775 households were included in the sample. In addition, there was a reserve list of 
households for each PSU to replace misplaced households (for change or absence in the field). 
As per the sampling plan, 25 households were selected systematically with a random start from 
each selected PSU with replacement. Thus, the sample size was 22,775 households and there 
were 33,533 eligible women in those households. Of these, 22,775 qualified women were 
selected for interview. In reality, 21,688 women were interviewed, giving a response rate of 
95.2%. 
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Table 2.2. Response rate by division 

Division 
No. of HHs 

selected 
No. of eligible  

women in the HH 
No. of women 

selected for interview 
No. of women 

interviewed 
Response 
rate (%) 

Barisal 2,375 3,566 2,375 2,320 97.7 

Chittagong 3,575 5,687 3,575 3,467 97.0 

Dhaka 5,350 7,670 5,350 5,021 94.0 

Khulna 2,900 4,132 2,900 2,762 95.2 

Rajshahi 3,200 4,501 3,200 3,025 94.5 

Rangpur 2,900 4,137 2,900 2,785 96.0 

Sylhet 2,425 3,840 2,425 2,308 95.2 

Total      22,775 33,533 22,775 21,688 95.2 

 

2.11. Data processing, tabulation and weights 
Completed questionnaires were edited manually and then outsourced for data entry using ICR 
technology.  

A committee was formed to develop the tabulation plan, which was done with a view to 
maintaining the international comparability of the findings.  

Weights were used to correct differences in the selection probability of households per domain 
and of selection of survey participants per household. The selection probability of households in 
each domain is calculated by dividing the number of households selected in that domain by the 
number of households in the entire domain. The household weight is the reciprocal of this 
selection probability. The selection probability for a woman in each household is calculated by 
dividing 1 (the number of women selected per household) by the total number of eligible women 
in the household. Individual weights are the reciprocal of this selection probability.   

For each individual woman in the sample, the final sampling weight was the product of domain 
weight and individual weight, with this product then normalized to the total sample size.  

The tables presented in this report use weighted percentages and unweighted totals. In the 
comparative analysis, data from the 2011 VAW survey was reanalyzed using the same weighting 
techniques (in the 2011 report women weights had not been used). The descriptive tabulation and 
analysis was done and finalised by the technical committee.  

  



11 
 

 

 
Background characteristics of respondents 
 
A total of 21,688 women responded to the survey, with just over half being in rural areas 
(11,480) and the remainder being from city corporation areas (4,997) or other urban areas 
(5,211). As shown in Table 3.1, three quarters (83.1%) of survey respondents were of 
reproductive age (15-49 years). About 8.2% were adolescents (aged 15-19 years), women aged 
50-59 years constituted about 9.7%, and the rest (7.2%) were aged 60 years or more. Rural areas 
had the lowest proportion of participants from the adolescent age group 15-19 years (7.8%), 
while city corporation areas had the highest (10.9%). In the city corporation area, the five-year 
age group with the highest number of respondents were those aged 30-34 years (16.5% of 
respondents). In the other urban areas, the group aged 25-29 years held the largest percentage 
share (16.5%).  
 

Just over one third (37.8%) of respondents did not have any education, 28.8% completed primary 
school, 27.6% completed secondary education, and 6.2% of the participants completed higher 
secondary or above. The level of education increased with the level of urbanization, with a lower 
proportion of illiterate women in the city corporation areas (30.2%) compared to rural (39.9%) 
and other urban areas (31.6%). So to, a higher proportion of women in city corporation areas 
hadcompleted higher secondary or above (14.3%) compared to other urban (10.7%) and rural 
areas (4.4%).  
 

Most (84.0%) of the survey participants were currently married and 8.6% were either widowed 
or divorced/separated/abandoned, giving a combined total of 92.6% ever-married, and the 
remaining 7.4% being never married. The city corporation area has the highest percentage of 
never married women (10.7%) and rural areas the lowest (7.1%).  
 

Households were predominantly male headed (85.2%) with female-headed households being 
most common in city corporation areas (16.5%) and slightly less likely to be found in rural areas 
(14.6%). 

 

Table 3.1. Characteristics of survey participants by rural/urban residence, N=21,688 

 

Background Characteristics National 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban (%) 
Number 

of 
women Urban City 

corporations 

Other than 
city 

corporations 

Age group (years)       

15-19 8.2 7.8 9.3 10.9 8.6 1,838 

20-24 12.5 12.3 13.5 14.6 12.9 2,732 

25-29 15.4 15.1 16.2 15.5 16.5 3,324 

30-34 16.0 16.0 16.1 16.5 15.9 3,489 

Chapter 3
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Background Characteristics National 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban (%) 
Number 

of 
women Urban City 

corporations 

Other than 
city 

corporations 

35-39 13.6 13.6 13.5 14.8 12.8 2,989

40-44 10.5 10.9 9.3 8.1 9.9 2,241

45-49 6.8 6.7 7.1 6.6 7.4 1,497

50-54 5.8 5.9 5.4 5.2 5.6 1,242

55-59 3.9 4.0 3.7 3.4 3.8 851

60 and above 7.2 7.7 5.9 4.4 6.6 1,485

Level of education       

Illiterate  37.8 39.9 31.1 30.2 31.6 7,736

Primary 28.8 29.3 25.4 24.5 25.8 5,962

Secondary 27.6 26.3 31.6 30.9 31.9 6,210

Higher secondary  4.6 3.4 8.3 9.3 7.9 1251

Graduation and above 1.6 1.0 3.5 5.0 2.8 529

Marital status      

Never married 7.4 7.1 8.6 10.7 7.5 1,701

Currently married 83.9 84.2 83.2 82.3 83.7 18,188

Widowed 5.6 5.7 5.6 4.9 5.9 1,138

Divorced/separated/abandoned 3.0 3.1 2.6 2.1 2.9 661

Female headed household 14.8 14.6 15.3 16.5 14.7 3,249

Total interviewed women 21,688 11,480 10,208 4,997 5,211 21,688
 

 
Table 3.2 shows the variation in respondent characteristics by division. More than 81% of the 
survey participants in all divisions were reproductive aged (15-49 years). Khulna had the lowest 
proportion of participants from the adolescent age group 15-19 years (6.1%), while Sylhet had 
the highest (10.4%). Between 9 and 11 percent of the survey participants in all divisions were 
from the 50-59 age group. Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions had the highest 
percentage of respondents in the 30-34 age groups. Barisal and Sylhet divisions had a relatively 
older sample with the highest proportion of participants being in the 35-39 age group. Dhaka 
differs from the other divisions in terms of age distribution with the highest proportion of 
participants’ being the 25-29 age categories.  
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More than 31% of the survey participants were illiterate in all the divisions. Rajshahi division 
had the highest rate of illiteracy among respondents at 42.5%, and Barisal division has the lowest 
(31.7%). The overall level of education was lowest in Sylhet where a less than one third (28.4%) 
of respondents had completed secondary school or higher. Khulna had the highest education 
levels with 36.7% having completed secondary or higher, followed by Dhaka where the 
percentage was 35.0%.  
 

Khulna had the highest proportion of currently married participants (88.0%).In Sylhet the 
percentage that were currently married (77.4%) was much lower than in other divisions and the 
rate of never married much higher (13.3%). 
 
Table 3.2. Characteristics of survey participants by division, N=21,688 

 

Characteristics 
Barisal 

(%) 
Chittagong 

(%) 
Dhaka 

(%) 
Khulna 

(%) 
Rajshahi 

(%) 
Rangpur 

(%) 
Sylhet 

(%) 
Number 

of women 

Age group (years)         

15-19 9.1 9.4 8.6 6.1 6.2 7.7 10.4 1,838 

20-24 10.5 14.0 12.5 12.5 11.4 13.3 11.5 2,732 

25-29 12.9 14.5 16.8 15.2 15.1 15.7 13.3 3,324 

30-34 16.2 16.4 15.9 16.4 15.8 16.4 14.6 3,489 

35-39 16.2 13.3 12.3 13.5 15.4 13.4 15.8 2,989 

40-44 10.0 10.8 10.0 11.6 11.0 9.7 10.9 2,241 

45-49 6.2 6.4 7.4 7.2 6.4 5.9 7.5 1,497 

50-54 6.2 5.2 5.7 5.4 7.0 5.7 5.9 1,242 

55-59 4.3 4.0 4.0 4.1 3.6 3.8 3.4 8,51 

60 and above 8.5 6.2 6.8 7.9 8.1 8.3 6.7 14,85 

Level of 
education 

       

Illiterate  31.7 34.8 38.1 34.4 42.5 41.2 42.2 7,736 

Primary 34.5 31.1 26.9 28.9 26.3 26.2 29.4 5,962 

Secondary 28.1 29.0 27.3 31.0 26.1 26.9 22.4 6,210 

Higher 
secondary or 
more 

5.6 5.1 7.7 5.7 5.1 5.7 6.0 1,780 

Marital status        

Never married 8.2 9.4 7.0 5.0 5.4 6.4 13.3 1,701 

Currently 
married 

85.1 81.5 83.9 88.0 85.9 84.9 77.4 18,188 

Widowed 3.9 5.7 6.2 4.3 5.6 6.1 5.7 1,138 
Divorced/separ
ated/abandoned 

2.9 3.4 2.8 2.7 3.1 2.7 3.6 661 

Female headed 
household 

14.8 15.2 14.7 13.8 15.9 13.0 16.1 3,249 

Total 2,320 3,467 5,021 2,762 3,025 2,785 2,308 21,688 
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Violence against women by husband 
This chapter presents prevalence rates of different forms of violence against ever-married women 
that was perpetrated by a current or former husband (partner violence). Women's experience of 
violence was measured by a series of behaviourally explicit questions related to each form of 
violence. Respondents were asked whether they have experienced specific acts of physical, 
sexual, emotional, and economic violence, and controlling behaviours, during their lifetime and 
during last 12 months. The results are presented by geographical area and other respondent 
characteristics.  

4.1 Different forms of violence 
Almost two thirds (72.6%) of ever-married women in Bangladesh have experienced some form 
of partner violence in their lifetime, and more than half(54.7%) have experienced it in the last 12 
months (Figure 4.1). The most common form of violence they experience is controlling behavior, 
which 55.4% of ever-married women have been subject to in their lifetime. This is followed 
closely by physical violence, which has been experienced by almost half (49.6%) of ever-
married women. The lifetime rates of emotional and sexual violence are also high at 28.7% and 
27.3% respectively. Economic violence has been experienced by 11.4% of ever-married women 
during their lifetime.  
 
The rates of violence experienced during the last 12 months can indicate recent and potentially 
ongoing experiences of partner violence. These rates are particularly high for controlling 
behavior, which was experienced by 38.8% of ever-married women during the last 12 months. 
Emotional violence was the next most common form of violence experienced during the last 12 
months, by almost one quarter (24.2%) of women. One in five (20.8%) ever-married women 
have experienced physical violence by their husband during the last 12 months. 
 
Women can be subject to multiple forms of violence, either during the same incident or over a 
period of time. The data show this is often the case for women in Bangladesh. Almost three in 
every five ever-married women (57.7%) have experienced some combination of physical, sexual 
or emotional violence during their lifetime and 38.8% have experienced this during the last 12 
months. Much of this relates to a combination of physical and/or sexual violence with 54.2% 
experiencing one or both of these forms of violence during their lifetime and more than a quarter 
(26.9%) during the last 12 months. 
 
  

Chapter 4
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definition of physical violence, as shown in Table 4.2.3. Of these, being struck by a stick or a 
heavy object was experienced by almost one in five (18.7%) of ever-married women in their 
lifetime, and by 5.7% in the last 12 months, making it the third most common form of physical 
partner violence in Bangladesh. 
The survey asks women who experienced any partner physical violence during the last 12 
months, how frequently specific forms of violence had occurred. This revealed that many forms 
of physical violence are being experienced repeatedly. Of those women who experienced the 
most common forms of partner physical violence during the last year, around one third (32.5%) 
had experienced it one time only, and most (53.2%) had experienced it between two and five 
times during that year. Around 14% experienced the violence six or more times. Table 4.2.2 
provides more information on the frequency of various forms of physical violence among those 
with experiences during the last 12 months. 
 
Table 4.2.2 Percentage of ever-married women experiencing specific acts of partner  

     physical violence during lifetime and the last 12 months, and distribution of  
     the frequency of these acts during the last 12 months  

Types/Acts of physical violence Lifetime Last 12 
months 

Frequency of physical 
abuse during the last 

12 months 

Number of 
women 

interviewed who 
experienced 

physical violence 
in the last 12 

months 
1-time 

2-5 
time 

6 or 
more 
times 

Any physical violence(UN 
standard)  49.6 20.8 32.5 53.2 14.3 4,138 

Slapped, punched or threw 
something to hurt her 47.0 18.6 34.3 52.9 12.8 3,678 

Pushed her, shoved her or pulled 
her hair  26.3 9.2 35.5 48.3 16.3 1,929 

Kicked, dragged or beaten 14.2 4.8 34.3 47.9 17.8 989 
Choked on purpose 4.0 1.4 36.6 43.4 19.9 304 
Burnt on purpose 0.1 0.1 28.1 31.0 40.9 12 
Threatened with or actually used 
a gun, knife or other weapons 
against her 

1.0 0.4 43.0 33.7 23.3 88 

Any physical 
violence(Bangladesh context 
using all items) 

50.3 21.6 44.6 35.0 24.2 4,269 

Slapped, punched or threw 
something to hurt her 47.0 18.6 34.3 52.9 12.8 3,678 

Pushed her, shoved her or pulled 
her hair  26.3 9.2 35.5 48.3 16.3 1,929 

Kicked, dragged or beat her up 14.2 4.8 34.3 47.9 17.8 989 
Choked her on purpose 4.0 1.4 36.6 43.4 19.9 304 
Burnt her on purpose   0.1 0.1 28.1 31.0 40.9 12 
Threatened with or actually used a gun, 
knife or other weapons against her   1.0 0.4 43.0 33.7 23.3 88 

Burnther with hot things   0.5 0.2 21.7 58.5 19.8 32 
*Threw acid intentionally   
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Types/Acts of physical violence Lifetime 
Last 12 
months 

Frequency of physical 
abuse during the last 

12 months 

Number of 
women 

interviewed who 
experienced 

physical violence 
in the last 12 

months 
1-time 2-5 

time 

6 or 
more 
times 

Threw hot water/ hot liquid intentionally 0.7 0.2 32.2 50.2 17.6 38 

Struck her with a stick or heavy things 18.7 5.7 38.0 44.8 17.2 1,124 
Note: *Data for the act “threw acid intentionally” suppress due to very low number of observations 

4.3 Sexual Violence 
More than one quarter (27.3%) of ever-married women have experienced sexual violence 
perpetrated by their husband during their lifetime, and 13.3% during the last 12 months. The 
lifetime rates were 28.4% in the rural area, 23.5% in the urban area, 14.4% in the city 
corporation area and 27.9% in the urban area other than city corporation (Table 4.3.1). Partner 
sexual violence experienced by ever-married women in last 12 months was 13.3% at the national 
level, 13.7% in the rural area, 12.2% in the urban area, 7.6% in the city corporation area and 
14.4% in the urban area other than city corporations. 
 
Table 4.3.1. Lifetime and 12-month prevalence of sexual violence by husband among ever- 

    married women, by residence 
 

Residence  Any sexual violence 
during lifetime 

Any sexual violence 
during last 12 months 

Total ever-married 
women interviewed 

Total 27.3 13.3 19,987 

Rural 28.4 13.7 10,691 

Urban 23.5 12.2 9,296 

City corporation 14.4 7.6 4,509 

Other than City corp. 27.9 14.4 4,787 

 
Lifetime rates of partner sexual violence were found to be highest in Rajshahi division at 34.2%, 
followed closely by 34.1% in Rangpur division and then 30.2% in Khulna and 30.0% in Barisal 
(Figure 4.3). The lowest prevalence of partner sexual violence was found in Sylhet (19.8%). 
Regional rates of partner sexual violence during the last 12 months followed a similar pattern to 
lifetime experiences, with the highest rates found in Rangpur division (17.9%) followed closely 
by Rajshahi (17.5%) and Barisal (16.4%). The lowest percentage of such type of violence was 
found in Sylhet (7.7%).  
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Age group 
Any partner sexual 

violence during 
lifetime 

Any partner sexual 
violence during last 12 

months  

Total ever-
married women 

interviewed 

60 + 29.4 9.8 1,480 

Total 27.3 13.3 19,987 
 

4.3.1 Acts and frequency of sexual violence 
 

There are three forms of sexual violence measured in the VAW 2015: when a woman is 
physically forced by her husband to have sexual intercourse against her will; being compelled to 
have sexual intercourse against her will; or being forced to do something sexual that she found 
humiliating or degrading (Table 4.3.3). Among these, the most common form of sexual violence 
was being physically forced to have sexual intercourse, which was experienced by almost a 
quarter (22.1%) of ever-married women during their lifetime, and by 10.8% during the last 12 
months.   
 
Where women had experienced partner sexual violence during the last 12 months, in most cases 
it had happened multiple times. For over half of the women (53.5%) it occurred 2-5 times and 
for 14.4% of these women, the violence occurred six or more times. In the remaining one third 
or so of cases (32.1%), the incident occurred once during the 12 months.   
 

 
Table 4.3.3 Proportion of ever-married women experiencing specific acts of partner sexual  

  violence in lifetime and last 12 months, and distribution of the frequency of  
  these acts in the last 12 months  

 
Types/Acts of sexual Lifetime Last 12 

months 

Frequency of abused in the past 
12 months Total sexually 

abused in  
last 12 months1-time 2-5 time 

6 or 
more 
times 

Any sexual violence 27.2 13.3 32.1 53.5 14.4 2616 
Physically forced to have 
sexual intercourse when she did 
not want to. 

22.1 10.8 32.7 54.4 12.9 2124 

Being compelled to have sexual 
intercourse against will 

18.7 8.2 38.6 47.4 14.0 1631 

Was forced to do something 
sexual that she found degrading 
or humiliating  

5.8 1.9 88.9 7.2 3.9 326 

4.4 Characteristics of women who experience physical and/or sexual 
violence 

Table 4.4.1 presents the prevalence of partner physical and/or sexual violence during lifetime 
and in last 12 months among ever-married women, disaggregated by different background 
characteristics. Further to the information on patterns of violence by age presented earlier, these 
data that, in all age groups except adolescents (age 15-19 years), most women have experienced 
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physical or sexual violence in their lifetime. Rates are highest among those aged 60 and above 
(56.1%), 25-29 (55.6%), 30-34 (55.5%) and 20-24 (54.4%).As could be expected, prevalence 
rates of lifetime physical and/or sexual violence was lowest in the age group 15-19 (42.8%).  
 

Physical and/or sexual violence in last 12 months was found to be highest in age group 20-24 
(35.4%), followed by age group 25-29 (32.2%) and 30-34 (30.8%). The lowest prevalence of 
physical or sexual violence during the last 12 months was for those aged 55-59 years (16.0%). 
 

Women at all levels of education reported experiences with partner physical and/or sexual 
violence, although rates decline as education levels increase. Rates during lifetime and the last 12 
months were highest among illiterate women and those with primary education, compared to 
women who attained a higher secondary education or above. For example, 57.7% of illiterate 
women have experienced partner physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime, compared 
with 35.0% of women with a higher secondary education and 26.0% of women with a degree or 
above. 
Physical and/or sexual violence is more prevalent among poorer households. More than three in 
every five women from the poorest households (61.4%) have experienced one or both of these 
forms of partner violence in their lifetime, compared with 36.7% of the richest. Experiences of 
violence during the last 12 months are also much higher in the poorest households (30.4%) than 
in the richest (18.4%). 
 

Women who earn their own income experienced slightly higher rates of physical and/or sexual 
violence in their lifetime (60.6%) compared to non-earning women (53.0%).The same pattern 
was also found for those experiencing violence in the last 12 months (32.9% of earners compared 
to 25.8% of non-earners). 
 
Table 4.4.1. Proportion of ever-married women experiencing partner physical and/or  

     sexual violence during lifetime and in last 12 months, by residence, division  
     and background characteristics (age-group, level of education, marital status,  
     wealth quintile)  

Back ground 
characteristics 

Physical violence 
(%) 

Sexual violence 
(%) 

Physical or sexual 
(%) 

Total ever  
married 
women  

interviewed 
Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Age group (years) 

15-19 37.5 23.8 21.9 15.1 42.8 28.4 542 

20-24 48.4 28.1 29.3 18.3 54.4 35.4 2449 

25-29 51.1 24.5 26.6 16.6 55.6 32.2 3263 

30-34 50.7 23.4 28.3 15.4 55.5 30.8 3475 

35-39 49.3 20.8 26.1 12.8 53.4 27.1 2969 

40-44 49.4 16.5 26.9 11.0 54.0 21.6 2232 

45-49 50.2 15.5 28.1 8.2 53.8 19.7 1489 

50-54 50.4 17.0 26.3 9.7 54.3 21.2 1239 

55-59 47.8 13.7 23.5 5.9 50.3 16.0 849 

60 + 50.5 13.2 29.4 9.8 56.1 18.2 1480 
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Back ground 
characteristics 

Physical violence 
(%) 

Sexual violence 
(%) 

Physical or sexual 
(%) 

Total ever  
married 
women  

interviewed 
Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Life 
time 

Last 12 
months 

Level of education 

Illiterate 53.6 20.8 28.4 12.3 57.7 26.5 7488 

Primary  52.5 23.3 28.6 14.7 56.9 29.0 5604 

Secondary  45.1 20.4 25.8 14.1 50.7 27.5 5431 

Higher Secondary 27.9 11.0 20.2 12.5 35.0 19.2 979 

Degree and above 22.8 6.2 15.2 5.4 26.0 10.2 485 

Marital status 

Currently married 50.6 22.7 27.9 14.5 55.4 29.4 18188 

Widowed 43.9 2.0 23.2 1.4 47.9 2.6 1138 
Divorced/Separated/D
eserted 

30.5 3.7 17.1 2.1 33.1 4.7 661 

Earning status 

Income earner 56.2 25.1 30.6 16.6 60.6 32.9 3227 

Not earner 48.3 20.0 26.6 12.7 53.0 25.8 16760 

Wealth quintile 

Poorest 57.4 24.9 31.2 14.7 61.4 30.4 4055 

Second 52.2 22.0 27.3 13.1 56.6 28.3 4041 

Middle. 53.2 22.9 27.9 14.1 58.2 29.4 4045 

Fourth. 47.1 19.0 27.9 13.8 52.1 25.3 3978 

Richest. 31.9 12.2 19.5 10.1 36.7 18.4 3868 

Residence 

Rural 51.8 21.5 28.4 13.7 56.6 27.8 10691 

Urban 42.2 18.5 23.5 12.2 46.5 24.2 9296 

  City. cor. 29.4 13.0 14.4 7.6 33.3 17.2 4509 

  Other than City cor. 48.5 21.2 27.9 14.4 52.9 27.7 4787 

Division 

Barisal 44.6 22.6 30.0 16.4 51.5 29.7 2148 

Chittagong 42.5 16.5 23.7 10.1 47.8 21.9 3122 

Dhaka 46.8 19.3 23.9 12.3 50.5 24.6 4676 

Khulna 57.0 22.7 30.2 13.5 61.4 29.0 2603 

Rajshahi 60.1 26.3 34.2 17.5 64.8 34.7 2839 

Rangpur 55.3 24.5 34.1 17.9 60.5 32.2 2587 

Sylhet 42.9 17.8 19.8 7.7 47.5 21.5 2012 

Total 49.6 20.8 27.3 13.3 54.2 26.9 19987 
Note: Wealth quintile is based on total households of interviewed women, however for total households of ever married women it 

differs due to classification by ever married women. 
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There was a substantial overlap between experiences of partner physical and sexual violence 
during lifetime (Figure 4.4). Almost one quarter (23%) of ever-married women experienced both 
physical and sexual violence during lifetime. Most of the women who experienced sexual 
violence also experienced physical violence.  During the last 12 months, 7% of the ever-married 
experienced both forms of violence.  

Figure 4.4 Stacked bar of physical and sexual violence of ever-married women. 

 

4.5 Injury due to physical or sexual violence 
The VAW 2015 asked ever-married women who had been subjected to physical or sexual 
violence about any injuries they had sustained as a result (Table 4.5.1.).Using the Bangladesh 
classification, 41.7% of ever-married women who experienced physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime sustained some form of injury, as did 12.9% of those who experienced violence in 
last 12 months. The most common form of injury were cuts, scratches, or bruises, sustained by 
32.3% of women experiencing lifetime violence and 9.8% of those experiencing violence in last 
12 months. Being unable to work or move normally due to injuries was the second most common 
form of injury with 11.1% of lifetime and 3.2% of women experiencing violence in the last 12 
months. Eye or ear injury, dislocation or burns was experienced by 8.4% of lifetime victims of 
violence and 2.2% in last 12 months. Deep wounds, broken bones, broken teeth, internal injuries, 
or similar, were sustained by 5.5% of women experiencing lifetime physical or sexual violence 
and 1.3% of those experiencing such violence during the last 12 months. Losing a body part, 
such as a hand, leg, ear, nose, eye, etc. was experienced by 2.0% of lifetime and 0.7% of last 12 
months. The United Nations classification of injury is slightly narrower than that adopted by 
Bangladesh, and based on that, 35.9% of women experiencing partner physical or sexual 
violence in their lifetime sustained injuries, as did 11.0% of women who experienced it during 
the last 12 months. 
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Table 4.5.1. Proportion of abused women reporting injuries due to partner physical or  
     sexual violence  

 

Type of injuries Lifetime 
Last 12 
months 

Any injuries (United Nations standard items) 35.9 11.0 
01. Cuts, scratches or bruises 32.6 9.9 
02. Eye or ear injury, dislocations, sprains, or burns 8.5 2.2 
03.  Deep wounds, broken bones, broken teeth, internal injuries or any similar 

type of injuries 5.6 1.3 

Any injuries(Bangladesh context using all items) 41.7 12.9 
01. Cuts, scratches or bruises 32.3 9.8 

02. Eye or ear injury, dislocations, sprains, or burns 8.4 2.2 
03.Deep wounds, broken bones, broken teeth, internal injuries or any similar 

type of injuries 5.5 1.3 

04. Miscarriage 4.8 0.5 

05.Unable to do normal work or movement due to injuries 11.1 3.2 

06. Lost body part such as hand, leg, ear, nose, eye, etc. 2.0 0.7 

07. Other serious wound 1.6 0.5 
Note: In case of women reported injuries, denominator of UN standard acts=10473 and all act/items in Bangladesh 
context=10561 

 
4.5.1 Treatment received due to physical or sexual violence 

Of those women who were injured due to physical or sexual violence, 28.5% received treatment. 
The corresponding percentages for rural and urban areas were 29.5% and 24.3%. The percentage 
of injured women who received some sort of treatment were 22.8% in city corporation areas and 
24.8% in the urban areas other than city corporation. 
 

4.5.2 Physical and sexual violence during pregnancy 

Women are particularly vulnerable during pregnancy due to complications that can arise from ill 
health or injury for both mother and child. In spite of that, some have experienced partner 
physical or sexual violence during pregnancy (Table 4.5.2.). The survey findings show that 4.7% 
of women experienced physical violence during pregnancy at the national level. Such 
percentages were 4.9% in the rural area, 4.3% in the urban area, 3.6% in the city corporation area 
and 4.6% in urban areas other than city corporation areas. The prevalence of sexual violence 
during pregnancy higher than for physical violence. Almost one in ten (9.1%) women 
experienced sexual violence during pregnancy. Such percentages were 10.0% in the rural area, 
6.2% in the urban area, 3.8% in the city corporation area and 7.3% in the urban areas outside city 
corporations. 
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Table 4.5.2.1 Prevalence of partner physical or sexual violence experienced during  
         pregnancy by ever-married women who have ever been pregnant, by  
         residence 

Type of violence during 
pregnancy 

 
National 

(%) 

 
Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation  

(%) 
Physical violence during pregnancy among 
ever-married women who have ever been 
pregnant 

4.7 4.9 4.3 3.6 4.6 

Sexual violence during pregnancy among 
ever-married women who have ever been 
pregnant 

9.1 
10.
0 

6.2 3.8 7.3 

4.6 Controlling behaviour, emotional violence and economic violence 
In addition to physical and sexual violence, the VAW 2015 measured women’s experiences with 
controlling behavior, emotional violence and economic violence perpetrated by their partner 
(Table 4.6.1.).Controlling behavior was the most common type of partner violence experienced 
by ever-married women in Bangladesh, having impacted on 55.4% in their lifetime and 39.8% in 
the last year. Lifetime experiences were highest in the age group 60 years and over (58.1%) and 
lowest in the age group 15-29 (47.6%). Experiences with controlling behavior during last 12 
months were most common among those aged 20-24 (43.6%) and lowest in age group 55-59 
(33.7%).  
 
Emotional violence has been experienced by more than one quarter (28.7%) of ever-married 
women during their lifetime and around the same percentage (24.2%) in the last 12 months. The 
national definition of emotional violence, with additional acts beyond the United Nations 
standard, saw these rates increase to 34.5% and 29.1% respectively (Table 4.6.2).  Being insulted 
was the most common form of emotional violence during lifetime and the last 12 months (20.2% 
and 16.4% respectively). Experiences of emotional violence during lifetime were found the 
highest in age group 50-54 (31.0%) and lowest in age group 15-19 (22.4%).  
 
Economic violence has been experienced by 11.4% of ever-married women in their lifetime and 
6.7% during the last 12 months. Lifetime economic violence was highest for the age group 55-59 
(13.0%) and lowest among adolescents aged 15-19 (7.8%).Economic violence in last 12 months 
was highest in age group 20-24 (7.8%) and lowest in age group 60 and above (4.3%).  
 

Controlling behavior, emotional violence and economic violence are experienced by women 
regardless of their level of education. However, it is noted that these sorts of violence are highest 
for those with no or little education and lowest for those having degree or above.  
 

Disaggregation by marital status reveals that controlling behavior in both lifetime and the last 12 
months was the highest among divorced, separated, or deserted women (86.7% and 64.0% 
respectively). It may be noted that though husband of divorced and separated women have no 
control on them but this is the case of last 12 months and actual divorce and separation may be 
held immediately before the survey, may be 15 days or one month, then for the rest of the period 
the controlling behavior may be imposed on her. The one of the cause of such separation may be 
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over control by the husband which also supports this view. Lifetime emotional violence was the 
highest among currently married women (29.0%) and lowest among divorced, separated or 
deserted women (25.5%). Experiences of emotional violence during the last 12 months were 
highest among currently married women (25.4%) and lowest among those who were divorced 
separated or deserted (11.7%). Economic violence during lifetime was highest among divorced, 
separated or deserted women (19.2%) and lowest among currently married women (11.2%). 
Economic violence during the last 12 months was highest among currently married women 
(7.2%) and lowest among widowed women (0.5%). 
Interestingly, the rates of controlling behavior, emotional violence and economic violence were 
highest among the poorest households and decrease as wealth increases. Statistics by residence 
show a common pattern for all these forms of violence, with rates being highest in rural areas 
and lowest in city corporation areas for both lifetime and the last 12 months, except for economic 
violence. Regional variations show that controlling behavior and emotional violence for lifetime 
and last 12 months is highest in Chittagong and lowest in Dhaka. For economic violence, during 
lifetime and for the last 12 months, Rajshahi has the highest rates (15.4% and 9.1% respectively) 
and Sylhet the lowest (9.3% and 3.9% respectively). 
 

Table 4.6.1 Percentage of ever-married women experiencing partner controlling behavior,  
  emotional or economic violence during lifetime and the last 12 months, by  
  residence, division and background characteristics. 

 

Background 
characteristics 

 

Controlling behavior Emotional 
violence 

Economical 
violence Ever married 

women 
interviewed Lifetime last 12 

months 
Lifetim

e 
last 12 
months 

Lifetime last 12  
months 

Total 55.4 38.8 28.7 24.2 11.4 6.7 19987 

Age group (years) 

15-19 47.6 36.5 22.4 20.9 7.8 6.8 542 

20-24 56.9 43.6 28.1 24.3 11.7 7.8 2449 

25-29 55.4 41.1 27.4 24.0 11.2 7.2 3263 

30-34 55.7 40.6 29.9 25.9 10.1 7.1 3475 

35-39 53.9 39.4 28.2 23.5 10.8 6.3 2969 

40-44 54.5 39.4 29.3 24.9 12.9 7.1 2232 

45-49 54.2 36.9 30.5 25.2 11.8 6.1 1489 

50-54 57.0 38.9 31.0 25.6 12.7 5.9 1239 

55-59 56.1 33.7 26.5 19.6 13.0 6.3 849 

60+ 58.1 38.4 29.8 22.5 12.6 4.3 1480 
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Background 
characteristics 

 

Controlling behavior
Emotional 

violence 
Economical 

violence Ever married 
women 

interviewed Lifetime 
last 12 
months 

Lifetim
e 

last 12 
months Lifetime

last 12  
months 

Level of education 

Illiterate 56.7 39.5 31.2 25.3 13.0 7.5 7488 

Primary 58.5 43.4 30.2 26.0 12.5 7.0 5604 

Secondary  53.0 38.5 25.9 22.5 9.2 5.8 5431 

Higher 
Secondary 

42.7 30.1 16.6 15.1 5.2 3.3 979 

Degree and 
above 

37.5 28.4 16.5 14.1 7.2 2.4 485 

Marital status 

Currently 
married 

53.8 39.1 29.0 25.4 11.2 7.2 18188 

Widowed 62.1 37.3 25.6 12.7 11.8 0.5 1138 

Divorced/ 
Separated/ 
Deserted 

86.7 64.0 25.5 11.7 19.2 2.5 661 

Wealth quintile 

Poorest 62.3 45.3 34.0 28.1 13.4 7.8 4055 

Second 58.2 41.5 29.1 23.6 11.6 6.8 4041 

Middle 56.1 40.5 29.2 24.8 11.7 6.3 4045 

Fourth 53.0 37.8 28.7 25.3 11.6 7.2 3978 

Richest 42.2 30.4 19.2 16.8 7.8 4.5 3868 

Earning status 

Income earner 56.9 42.2 34.0 29.9 14.2 10.1 3227 

Not earner 55.1 39.3 27.7 23.1 10.9 6.0 16760 

Residence 

Rural 57.4 41.5 29.7 25.1 12.0 7.0 10691 

Urban 48.8 34.1 25.4 21.3 9.7 5.4 9296 

   City 
corporation 

38.0 25.4 20.7 17.1 8.8 5.5 4509 

   Other than City 
corporation 

54.1 38.4 27.7 23.4 10.2 5.4 4787 
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Background 
characteristics 

 

Controlling behavior
Emotional 

violence 
Economical 

violence Ever married 
women 

interviewed Lifetime 
last 12 
months 

Lifetim
e 

last 12 
months Lifetime

last 12  
months 

Division 

Barisal 60.9 43.6 28.9 24.9 10.7 6.1 2148 

Chittagong 60.0 42.2 30.4 26.0 10.8 6.5 3122 

Dhaka 49.7 35.1 24.7 20.7 10.5 6.2 4676 

Khulna 55.8 41.1 31.2 25.1 11.5 6.3 2603 

Rajshahi 58.9 43.7 34.0 29.5 15.4 9.1 2839 

Rangpur 57.1 42.6 30.2 25.7 11.9 7.6 2587 

Sylhet 55.0 38.8 25.9 20.7 9.3 3.9 2012 

 
An expanded definition of controlling behavior, reflecting issues relevant to Bangladesh, was 
explored through the survey. This included a range of acts and behavior in addition to those used 
in the standard United Nations measurement (Table 4.6.2). The results show higher prevalence 
rates of controlling behavior experienced by ever-married women, with 70.9% having 
experienced one or more of these acts during their lifetime and 56.7% during the last 12 months. 
 

Using the local definition, the most common form of controlling behavior was the husband 
becoming angry for no reason, with 47.6% of ever-married women having experienced this in 
their lifetime, and 33.1% in the last 12 months. The second most common form, and one that is 
part of the United Nations standard, is the husband expecting the woman to seek permission 
before taking any health care services for herself (36.1% of ever-married women experienced 
this during their lifetime and 22.7% in last 12 months).  
 
Table 4.6.2 Proportion of ever-married women experiencing acts of controlling, economic  
                   and emotional behavior during lifetime and the last 12 months 

Types(acts) of behavior 
Proportion of ever-married women (%) 

During lifetime During the last 12 
months 

Any controlling behavior (United Nations 
standard) 

55.4 39.8 

Keeps her from seeing friends 16.2 10.3 

Restricts her contact with family 17.1 9.7 

Insists on knowing where she is at all times 10.6 5.6 

Ignores her, treats her indifferently 16.2 9.6 

Gets angry if she speaks with others 20.4 11.0 

Is suspicious that she is unfaithful 10.4 5.5 
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Types(acts) of behavior 
Proportion of ever-married women (%) 

During lifetime During the last 12 
months 

Expects her to seek permission before taking 
any health care services for herself 

36.1 22.7 

Any controlling behavior (Bangladesh context 
includes any of the acts above and below this 
line) 

70.9 56.7 

Forces her to wear a Vail/hijab/parda 23.4 14.7 

Obstructs her in studying or employment 8.6 3.9 

Forbids her on going out for recreation 17.4 9.9 

Utters attacking words against her parents 17.4 9.5 
Forces her to use contraception for birth 
control 

7.7 3.6 

Forbids her from using contraception for 
birth control 

4.9 2.3 

Misbehaves due to her giving birth to a girl 
child 

4.3 1.4 

Misbehaves due to complaints from her 
mother-in-law, sister-in-law or other family 
members 

22.3 10.0 

Becomes angry for no reason 47.6 33.1 

Other controlling behavior 2.6 1.4 
Any economic violence as per UN standard 
items/acts 11.4 6.7 

Refuse to give enough money for household  
expenses, even though he has money for 
other things 

11.4 6.7 

Any economic violence (Bangladesh context 
items/acts) 

39.7 14.2 

Refuse to give enough money for household 
expenses, even though he has money for 
other things 

11.4 6.7 

Refuse toprovide regular pocket money 16.5 9.6 
Was condition for giving money/property as 
dowry? 

27.1 2.4 

Create pressure for bringing money/things 
from father's house 

9.2 3.7 

Any emotional violence (UN standard 
items/acts) 28.7 24.2 

 Insults 20.2 16.4 

 Belittlement/Humiliation 11.1 8.4 

 Intimidation 10.3 7.8 

 Verbal threats of hurt 11.0 8.3 

Any emotional violence (Bangladesh context 
items/acts) 34.5 29.1 
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Types(acts) of behavior 
Proportion of ever-married women (%) 

During lifetime During the last 12 
months 

01. Insults 20.2 16.4 

02. Belittlement/Humiliation 11.1 8.4 

03. Intimidation 10.3 7.8 

04. Verbal threats of hurt 11.0 8.3 
05. Misbehavior for visiting neighbors or 
other women 

8.1 6.1 

06. Threats of marrying other women 8.8 6.4 

07. Threats of divorce 7.1 5.1 
08. Misbehavior for visiting/communicating 

natal family members 
7.5 3.4 

 

4.6.1 Denmohor received by Muslim Women 

As per Muslim law, every Muslim married woman should receive denmohor (cash/ornaments) 
immediately after marriage. In practice, the rates of receiving it are not high with only 12.0% of 
Muslim women receiving denmohor in full, and 22.2% being paid it in part (Table 4.6.3). Broken 
down by area of residence, the rates of full payment are 14.0% in urban areas, 11.4% in rural, and 
16.3% in the city corporation areas. Rates for receiving part of the denmohor were 19.7% in 
urban areas, 22.9% in rural area, and 14.3% for city corporation areas. It is notable that 11.2% 
women at national level reported that their counterpart requested to waive denmohor. The 
percentages for rural and urban areas were12.0% and 8.7% respectively. 
 
Table 4.6.3 Denmohor* payment status among ever-married Muslim women 
 

Indicators National 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 

Total  
(%) 

City 
Corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation  

(%) 

Paid 12.0 11.4 14.0 16.3 12.9 

Paid in part 22.2 22.9 19.7 14.3 22.4 

Requested for waive 11.2 12.0 8.7 8.9 8.6 

 Not paid 28.3 27.1 32.1 36.2 30.2 

Others 26.3 26.6 25.4 24.4 26.0 
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4.6.2 Women’s control over their earnings 

Only 15.2% of ever-married women who earned their own income reported having control over 
their earnings. The figures were 14.7% in the rural area, 16.7% in the urban area, 19.1% in the 
city corporation area and 15.5% in urban areas other than city corporations. 

 

4.7 Reporting (telling others) about Violence 
Women who were physically or sexually abused by their husbands were asked whether they had 
ever told anyone about their experience, and if so, whom they had told (Table 4.7.1.). The 
majority (72.7%) of women who experienced partner physical or sexual violence did not disclose 
it to anyone with these rates being similar between urban and rural areas.  
 

If women did tell someone about their experience with partner physical or sexual violence, it was 
most commonly to their own parents (16.6%), their husband’s parents (10.3%), neighbors (9.1%) 
or their own brother or sister (6.7%). Only 1.1% of women in this situation reported the violence 
to the others. 
 
Table 4.7.1. Disclosing experiences of partner physical or sexual violence among ever- 

     married women who experienced such violence, by person/authority it was  
     disclosed to and residence 

Disclosed to Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation (%) 

No one 72.7 72.5 73.4 73.8 73.3 
Own parents 16.6 17.0 14.8 12.3 15.6 
Husband’s parents 
(mother-in-law/father in-
law) 

10.3 10.4 9.9 8.4 10.4 

Brother/Sister 6.7 6.6 7.2 7.3 7.2 
Sister-in-law/Brother-in-
law 

4.1 4.4 3.0 2.5 3.1 

Others relatives 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2 
Friends 0.8 0.8 0.9 2.3 0.5 
Neighbours 9.1 9.0 9.5 8.9 9.7 
Doctor/Health worker 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 
Religious leader 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 
NGO 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Local leader 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.1 2.3 
Others 1.1 1.0 1.5 1.4 1.5 
Total physical or sexual 
abused women 10,561 6,073 4,488 1,859 2,629 

 
 

Regional variations (Table 4.7.2.) show the percentage of women who told no-one about their 
experience(s) with partner violence was the highest in Barisal (75.9%), followed by Rangpur and 
Dhaka (both 72.9%) and Chittagong and Rajshahi (both 72.8%). In Sylhet, 69.2% of women did 
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not disclose their experience with partner violence to anyone. Across the divisions of the 
country, Sylhet had the highest rate of disclosure to own parents (20.5%),followed by Rangpur 
and Khulna (both 18.3%), and then Dhaka (16.1%). The percentage of women who reported the 
violence to their husband’s parents was highest in Dhaka (11.3%) and lowest in Chittagong 
(8.0%). Disclosure to sister/brother was the highest in Sylhet (9.4%) and lowest in Khulna 
(5.3%), and disclosure to sister-in-law/brother-in-law was the highest in Khulna (5.7%) and 
lowest in Rangpur (2.8%). Reporting the violence to neighbors was more common in Rajshahi 
(12.8%) and low in Barisal (4.9%). 
 

Table 4.8.2. Disclosing experiences of partner physical or sexual violence by ever-married  
    women to others, by person/authority it was disclosed to and division 

Disclosed to Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong 
(%) 

Dhaka
(%) 

Khulna
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur
(%) 

Sylhet
(%) 

No one  75.9 72.8 72.9 71.3 72.8 72.9 69.2
Own parents  13.2 15.4 16.1 18.3 15.9 18.3 20.5
Husband’s parents 
(mother-in-law/father 
in-law) 

10.8 8.0 11.3 10.4 10.8 9.8 10.0

Sister/brother 6.4 6.9 6.7 5.3 6.8 7.2 9.4
Sister-in-law/ brother-
in-law  

4.6 4.6 4.3 5.7 2.9 2.8 3.4

Other relatives  0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1
Friends  0.4 1.0 0.8 1.1 1.1 0.4 0.7
Neighbours 4.9 7.2 7.7 9.8 12.8 11.5 9.4
Doctor/health worker  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.0
Religious leader  0.0 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
NGO  0.5 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0
Local leader  2.3 3.0 2.0 1.3 2.4 1.6 1.9
Others 0.7 1.5 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.0
Total abused women 1,018 1,419 2,309 1,609 1,772 1,476 958

 
 

4.8 Reasons for not reporting violence 
The main reason for not disclosing experiences of partner physical or sexual violence vary(Table 
4.8.1.). The most common reason was the victim did not consider it necessary to report it 
(39.3%), with the rates being similar between urban and rural areas of residence (42.2% and 
38.6% respectively). The second most given reason was that ‘it would bring a bad name to the 
family’, with 15.6% of women at the national level, 16.2% in the rural area, 13.0% in the urban 
area, and 14.8% in city corporation areas giving this as the main reason. Being‘afraid of 
husband’ was given by 12.0% of women at the national level, 12.3% in the rural area, 11.1% in 
the urban area, 10.6% in the city corporation area and 11.3% in the urban other than city 
corporation areas.  
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Table 4.8.1. Reasons for not(telling others) among ever-married women who experienced  
    partner physical or sexual violence and did not disclose it, by residence  

Reasons for non-disclosure  
Total 
(%) 

 

Rural 
(%) 

 

Urban 
(%) 

 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation 

(%) 
Afraid of husband 12.0 12.3 11.1 10.6 11.3 
Afraid of other family members 3.2 3.2 3.1 2.5 3.2 
Afraid of further violence 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.2 3.6 

Afraid would end relationship 2.4 2.3 2.5 2.8 2.4 

Shame/Embarrassment 7.7 7.8 7.1 8.9 6.5 

Afraid of social prestige 3.4 3.4 3.3 3.7 3.2 

Would bring bad name to the family 15.6 16.2 13.0 14.8 12.5 

Did not consider it necessary to report 39.3 38.6 42.2 37.6 43.7 

Did not consider it serious 4.4 4.5 3.9 4.0 3.9 

Others 8.5 8.1 10.2 12.0 9.7 
Number of abused women who did 
not tell anyone about the husband’s 
behavior 

7,780 4,477 3,303 1,347 1,956 

 
 

In all divisions of the country, the main reason women did not report the violence was ‘they did 
not consider it necessary to report it’, with highest percentage being in Khulna (43.4%), followed 
by Rangpur (43.2%) and Rajshahi (42.7%) (Table 4.8.2). In Chittagong, just over one third 
(35.6%) of the affected women gave this as their reason. For the second highest reason –‘it 
would bring a bad name to the family’ – the rates were highest in Chittagong (19.6%), followed 
by Sylhet (16.7%) and Barisal (15.8%). Being‘afraid of husband’ as the main reason was highest 
in Rangpur and Rajshahi (both 14.3%), followed by Chittagong (11.6%).  
 

Table 4.8.2 Reasons for not reporting violence (telling others) among ever-married women  
   who experienced partner physical or sexual violence and did not disclose it, by  
   division  

Reason Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong
(%) 

Dhaka 
(%) 

Khulna
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur
(%) 

Sylhet
(%) 

Afraid of husband 11.4 11.6 11.1 10.2 14.3 14.3 11.4
Afraid of other family 
members  

3.9 3.1 3.9 3.8 2.6 1.6 2.7

Afraid of further 
violence  

2.4 3.4 4.1 3.1 3.1 3.0 4.9

Afraid would end 
relationship 

3.1 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.2 2.6 1.6

Shame/embarrassment  9.3 7.6 8.3 8.4 8.3 4.8 5.9
Afraid of social prestige   4.9 2.9 3.9 3.6 2.9 3.0 2.5
Would bring bad name 
to the family 

15.8 19.6 16.4 12.2 13.1 14.7 16.7
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Reason 
Barisal 

(%) 
Chittagong

(%) 
Dhaka 

(%) 
Khulna

(%) 
Rajshahi 

(%) 
Rangpur

(%) 
Sylhet

(%) 
Did not consider it 
necessary to report  

37.3 35.6 36.4 43.4 42.7 43.2 40.9

Did not consider it 
serious  

4.9 4.5 5.0 4.9 4.0 2.8 3.4

Others  7.1 9.5 8.6 8.1 6.9 10.0 10.0
Number of abused women who did NOT tell anyone about the husband’s violent behavior 
 783 1060 1710 1171 1287 1087 682

 

4.9 Legal action 
Few women (2.6%)took any legal action for partner physical or sexual violence (Table 4.9.1). 
Women in urban areas outside city corporations were most likely to do so (3.6%). Among the 
legal measures, mediation was the most common, with 1.1% of women at the national level 
accessing this option. The other legal measures taken were General Diary (0.4%), court case 
(0.4%), police case (0.4%), and first investigation report (0.2%). 
 
Table 4.9.1. Percentage of ever-married women experiencing physical or sexual violence  

     who took legal action, by type of legal action and residence  

 

Type of legal action Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than City 
corporation 

(%) 
Took legal action 2.6 2.4 3.3 2.4 3.6 

General Diary (GD) 0.4 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.7 
First Investigation 
Report (FIR) 

0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 

Police case 0.4 0.3 0.7 0.4 0.8 

Court case 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 

Neighbours 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 

Mediation 1.1 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.2 

Investigation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Not reported 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 
Total physical or sexual 
abused women 

10,561 6,073 4,488 1,859 2,629 

 
The type of institutions that victims went to for legal action is presented in Table 4.9.2. The most 
common place for victims to take legal action is the police/thana (0.8%), followed by village 
court (0.6%), union/upazila parishad/paurashava (0.5%), court (0.4%), and then government 
organization (0.1%) or NGO (0.1%).  
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Table 4.9.2 Percentage of ever-married women experiencing physical or sexual violence  
   who took legal action, by type of institution they went to for legal action and  
   residence 

Type of institution Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than City 
corporation 

(%) 
Took legal action 2.6 2.4 3.3 2.4 3.6 

Police/ Thana 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.9 1.5 

Village court 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.3 0.9 
Union/upazilla Parishad/ 
Paurashava 

0.5 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 

Court 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.5 

Government Organization 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 

One stop crisis center 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

NGO/private organization 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.0 

Not reported 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 
 

Data on the outcome of the legal measures show that 0.5% of perpetrators were punished 
satisfactorily, 1.0% women reported that the outcome of the legal case was not so 
satisfactory/partially satisfactory and 0.5% reported it was bad and the accused was not 
punished, 0.3% reported that the outcome is yet to be known and 0.2% reported that the case is 
ongoing. There is some variation in outcome by rural, urban, city corporation and with higher 
outcome in urban area than rural area (Table 4.9.3). 
 

Table 4.9.3 Percentage of ever-married women experiencing physical or sexual violence  
   who took legal action, by outcome of the action and locality 

Status of outcome 
Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
Corporation(%) 

Other than city 
corporation 

(%) 
Total outcome 2.6 2.4 3.3 2.4 3.6 

Good/punished 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.8 

Not good/partial/so-so 1.0 0.9 1.4 1.2 1.4 

Bad/ was not punished 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 

Haven’t received yet 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4 

Case is ongoing 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.3 

Not Reported  0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 
 

A summary of legal action taken by division shows that a higher percentage of women in Barisal 
(4/1%) took legal action than in other divisions, and it was lowest in Sylhet (1.9%). Mediation as 
the form of legal action was above the national average in Barisal (2.3%) and Rajshahi (2.1). The 
use of Police/Thana was the highest in Barisal (1.3%) and lowest in Rajshahi (0.3%). Use of the 
village court was the highest in Rajshahi(1.6%) and lowest in Dhaka (0.3%). Union 
Parisad/upazila parishad/paurashava was the highest in Barisal (1.6%) and the lowest in Rajshahi 
(0.3%), court was the highest in Dhaka (0.5%) and lowest in Barisal and Rangpur (both 0.1%). 
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Table 4.9.4 Percentage of ever-married women experiencing physical or sexual violence  
   who took legal action, by the legal action taken, institution involved, outcome  
   and division 

Legal Action Taken and Type Barisal  
(%)  

Chittagong 
(%)   

Dhaka 
(%)  

Khulna 
(%)   

Rajshahi 
(%)  

Rangpur 
(%)   

Sylhet 
(%)  

Took legal action 4.1 2.3 2.4 2.2 3.2 2.4 1.9
Type of legal action 

General Diary (GD) 0.3 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3
First Investigation Report 
(FIR) 

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.3

Police Case 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1

Court Case 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2

Neighbour 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2

Mediation 2.3 1.1 0.6 0.9 2.1 1.0 0.7

Investigation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1

    NR 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Institution involved in taking legal action 
Police/ Thana 1.3 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.3 0.9 0.4

Village court 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.4 1.6 0.6 0.4
Union/upazilla Parishad/ 
Paurashava 

1.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.7 0.4

Court 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.3

Government Organization 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.1

One stop crisis center 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3

NGO/private organization 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1

NR 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0

 Outcome of legal action 
Good/punished 0.9 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.9 0.5 0.2

Not good/partial/so-so 2.2 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.3 0.8 0.7

Bad/was not punished 0.5 0.2 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.4

Haven’t received yet 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2

Case is ongoing 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3

Other 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0

NR 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1

Total abused women 1018 1419 2309 1609 1772 1476 958
 
 

The most common reason for not taking legal action was ‘did not consider it necessary’(11.5%) 
followed by being‘afraid of husband’ (8.3%),‘afraid of children’s future’ (8.3%), and then‘would 
bring bad name to the family’ (8.1%)(Table 4.9.5). There was some variation by area of 
residence, with fear for children’s future or of the husband being the main reasons given in city 
corporation areas, followed by ‘did not consider it necessary’. 
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Table 4.9.5 Reported reasons for not taking legal action, among women who experienced  
   partner violence, by residence 

 
Reasons for not taking legal action 

 

Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban(%) 

Total 
City  

corporation 

Other than 
city 

corporation 
Afraid of husband 8.3 8.4 8.1 7.8 8.2 

Afraid of other family members  1.5 1.3 2.1 0.9 2.4 

Husband has the right to abuse wife 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.5 1.0 

Afraid of children's future 8.3 8.7 6.4 8.4 5.8 

Husband did not allow 3.1 3.0 3.4 3.7 3.3 

Would bring bad name to the family 8.1 8.4 6.6 5.9 6.9 

Did not consider it necessary 11.5 11.1 12.8 7.7 14.4 

Financial crisis  0.6 0.5 0.6 0.9 0.5 
Did not know about free govt./ non govt. 
legal services  

1.3 1.2 1.5 2.2 1.3 

Did not believe the legal system would 
help 

2.1 2.0 2.2 2.2 2.2 

Not reported 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.5 

Total Abused Women 10,473 6,009  4,464 1,847 2,617 
 

Divisional data show that those who considered that legal action‘was not necessary’ was highest 
in Rajshahi (13.5%) and the lowest was in Khulna (9.7%). The reason ‘would bring bad name to 
the family’ was reported the highest in Chittagong (10.8%) and the lowest was in Rangpur 
(5.1%). Not taking legal action due to being‘afraid of husband’ was the highest in Rajshahi 
(10.8%) and lowest in Sylhet (5.8%). Being ‘afraid of children’s future’ was the highest in 
Rangpur (11.1%) and the lowest in Khulna (6.4%).  

Table 4.9.2 Reported reasons for not taking legal action, among women who experienced  
   partner violence and did not take action, by division 

Reasons Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong 
(%) 

Dhaka 
(%) 

Khulna 
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur 
(%) 

Sylhet 
(%) 

Afraid of husband 8.8  8.2 7.6 8.1 10.8 8.3 5.8
Afraid of other 
family members  

2.0  2.2 1.5 0.9 1.6 0.7 1.1

Husband has the 
right to abuse wife 

2.0 0.8 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.6 1.3

Afraid of 
children’s future 

9.2 7.6 8.0 6.4 8.0 11.1 9.7

Husband did not 
allow 2.7 3.2 2.6 2.9 3.9 3.0 4.0

Would bring bad 
name to the family 8.4 10.8 7.9 6.0 9.1 5.1 9.0

Did not consider it 
necessary 

13.2 10.7 11.3 9.7 13.5 11.0 12.2
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Financial crisis  0.3 0.7 0.8 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.9
Did not know 
about free 
govt./non govt. 
legal services 

1.2 1.1 1.6 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.3

Did not believe the 
legal system 
would help 

1.3 2.0 1.7 3.0 1.8 2.6 2.8

Other 0.4 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.6
Total Abused 
Women 1003 1404 2292 1600 1759 1463 952

 

4.10 Knowledge of the government helpline and VAW-related  
   services 

Few ever-married women (2.4%) know about the government telephone helpline for reporting 
violence. However, 41.3%of women reported they knew about other places where they could 
report experiences of violence. The most well-known service responsible for dealing with reports 
of violence were police/thana (identified by 27.8% of women), and the Union Parishad/Upazila 
Parishad/Paurashava (12.1%). The village leader or mediator and village court were known as 
places to lodge reports by 11.0% and 7.5% of these women respectively. Other services such as 
courts(4.2%),NGOs or private organization (2.4%), government organizations(0.8%), and the 
one stop crisis centre(0.3%) were known to relatively few of the respondents. Knowledge of the 
police/thana ranks the highest in all geographic areas, the second highest was 
union/upazila/paurashava, and third highest was village leader or mediator (Table 4.10.1). 
 

 

Table 4.10.1 Percentage of women who know where they can report partner violence  
      among all ever-married women, by residence  

 

Knowledge of VAW service 
Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation 

(%) 

Know where to report 41.3 40.4 44.0 42.5 44.8 

Know about the govt. helpline 
 no 10921 

2.4 1.9 3.8 4.4 3.5 

Place where to report 

Police/ Thana  27.8 26.5 31.9 32.4 31.6 

Village court  7.5 8.0 6.0 3.0 7.5 

Union Parisad/Upazilla 
Parishad/ Paurashava 

12.1 12.4 11.0 6.0 13.4 

Court    4.2 4.1 4.6 4.6 4.6 

Government Organization   0.8 0.9 0.6 0.2 0.8 
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Knowledge of VAW service Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation 

(%) 

One stop crisis center   0.3 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.2 

NGO or private organization   2.4 2.0 3.7 4.0 3.5 

Village leader or mediator  11.0 11.8 8.5 4.9 10.2 

Others  1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.2 

Total interviewed 19,987 10,691 9,296 4,509 4,787 

 
Knowledge about the government helpline was the highest in Sylhet (2.8%) and lowest in 
Rangpur (1.6%). Knowledge of places where VAW can be reported was highest in Rangpur 
(46.2%) and lowest in Khulna (38.5%). Police/thana as the relevant place of reporting was 
consistently identified by more than a quarter of women in all divisions. Knowledge of local 
public institutions like union parishad/upazila/paurashava was higher in Rangpur (19.7%) than in 
other divisions, as was knowledge of the village court (11.0%) (Table 4.10.2). 
 
Table 4.10.2 Percentage of women who know where they can report partner violenceamong  

    all ever-married women, by division 
 

Knowledge of VAW 
services 

Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong 
(%) 

Dhaka
(%) 

Khulna
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur 
(%) 

Sylhet 
(%) 

Know where to report 44.2 42.3 40.1 38.5 40.6 46.2 39.3

Know about the govt. 
helpline no. 10921 

2.1 2.5 2.6 2.7 1.9 1.6 2.8

Places where to report 

Police/ Thana 28.7 28.1 27.7 27.2 27.9 28.0 26.9
Village court 7.3 7.5 6.3 6.5 8.2 11.0 8.3
Union/upazilla 
Parishad/ 
Paurashava 

13.8 12.8 9.3 9.2 13.9 19.7 10.7

Court 6.1 3.2 3.7 4.5 5.8 4.4 4.2
Government 
Organization 

1.3 0.3 0.9 1.2 0.9 1.0 0.5

One stop crisis centre 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5
NGO or private 
organization 

3.3 1.1 2.7 2.2 1.9 3.9 2.0

Village leader or 
Mediator 

9.9 13.3 10.5 9.0 11.6 11.5 9.8

Other 1.4 1.8 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.1
Number of women 
interviewed 

2148 3122 4676 2603 2839 2587 2012
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Non-partner (other than husband) violence against women 
All women interviewed, regardless of marital status, were asked about their experience of 
physical and sexual violence perpetrated by anyone other than their husband (non-partner). This 
chapter presents findings on such violence. A comparison between the rates of physical violence 
perpetrated by husband (partner) and non-partner is also presented. As sexual violence was 
measured differently for partner and non-partner violence, those rates are incomparable.   
 

5.1 Non-partner physical violence 
More than one quarter (27.8%) of women have experienced non-partner physical violence during 
their lifetime, and 6.2% of women reported experiencing it in the last 12 months. The rates were 
highest among adolescents aged 15-19 of which almost one third (30.9%) experienced it during 
their lifetime and 11.2% during the last 12 months. For lifetime physical violence, prevalence 
rates decrease as age and education level increased. The only exception was the category of 
women with primary education who reported a slightly higher level of non-partner physical 
violence compared to illiterate women. Women from the poorest households, and unmarried 
women reported the highest rates of physical violence during both reference periods (Table 5.1).   
 

 
Table 5.1. Percentage of all women exposed to physical violence by perpetrators other than 

the husband (non-partners), in lifetime and during last 12 months, by 
background characteristics, N=21,688 

Background characteristics 

Physical violence (%) Number of 
women 

interviewed Lifetime last 12 months 

Total  27.8 6.2 21,688 

Age group (years)    

15-19 30.9 11.2 1,838 

20-24 29.9 6.2 2,732 

25-29 28.5 5.1 3,324 

30-34 26.3 5.5 3,489 

35-39 27.9 5.5 2,989 

40-44 27.0 6.4 2,241 

45-49 29.7 4.7 1,497 

50-54 25.0 5.2 1,242 

55-59 26.4 5.7 851 

60 and above 25.2 5.3 1,485 
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Background characteristics 

Physical violence (%) Number of 
women 

interviewed Lifetime last 12 months 

Level of education    

Illiterate  27.7 5.4 7,736 

Primary 29.6 6.4 5,962 

Secondary 27.4 6.5 6,210 

Higher secondary 23.0 6.6 1,251 

Degreeand above 21.7 3.6 529 

Marital status    

Never married 34.7 13.0 1,701 

Currently married 27.5 5.6 18,188 

Widowed 28.0 4.8 1,138 

Divorced/Separated/Abandoned 19.8 2.1 661 

Wealth quintile    

1st (Poorest) 31.9 7.5 4,331 

2nd 30.1 6.5 4,338 

3rd 28.8 6.9 4,343 

4th 24.7 4.2 4,338 

5th (Richest) 21.1 4.0 4,338 

Residence    

Rural 29.2 6.4 11480 

Urban 23.7 4.9 10208 

    City corporation 15.6 2.3 4997 

    Other than city corporation 27.9 6.2 5211 

Division    

Barisal 33.3 8.2 2320 

Chittagong 30.3 5.6 3467 

Dhaka 25.2 5.5 5021 

Khulna 31.2 9.2 2762 

Rajshahi 28.8 4.9 3025 

Rangpur 25.3 5.5 2785 

Sylhet 26.0 5.0 2308 
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5.2. Non-partner sexual violence 
Three percent of women have experienced non-partner sexual violence during their lifetime, and 
2.5% in the last 12 months (Table 5.2). This rate is comparable with the South Asian regional 
estimate of non-partner sexual violence5.Rates of non-partner sexual violence were highest 
among those aged 20-24 years (4.3% during lifetime and 3.7% in last 12 months), followed by 
adolescents aged 15-19 and those aged 35-39. Women with a degree or higher level of education 
had the lowest rates of non-partner sexual violence during both reference periods (both 1.8%). 
Never married women reported the highest rate of lifetime non-partner sexual violence (4.4%), 
while a similar proportion (4.0%) of divorced, separated or abandoned women reported such 
violence as having occurred during the last 12 months. There was no major difference in non-
partner sexual violence by wealth quintile.  
 
Table 5.2.  Proportion of all women exposed to sexual violence by perpetrators other than  

  husband (non-partner) during lifetime and  last 12 months, by background  
  characteristics, N=21,688 

 

Background characteristics 
Sexual violence (%) Number of 

women 
interviewed Lifetime Last 12 months 

Total  3.0 2.5 21,688 
Age group (years)    

15-19 3.4 3.1 1,838 

20-24 4.3 3.7 2,732 

25-29 2.9 2.2 3,324 

30-34 2.7 2.2 3,489 

35-39 3.4 3.0 2,989 

40-44 2.7 2.3 2,241 

45-49 2.9 2.6 1,497 

Level of education    

Illiterate 2.9 2.3 7,736 

Primary education 3.1 2.6 5,962 

Secondary education 3.0 2.6 6,210 

Higher secondary 3.3 2.5 1,251 

Degreeand above 1.8 1.8 529 

Marital status    
Never married 4.4 3.9 1,701 

Currently married 2.8 2.3 18,188 

Widowed 3.4 2.1 1,138 

Divorced/Separated/Abandoned  3.3 4.0 661 

Wealth quintile    
1st (Poorest) 3.3 2.6 4,331 

                                                 
5
World Health Organization. (2013). Global and regional estimates of violence against women: prevalence and health effects of intimate partner 

violence and non-partner sexual violence. Geneva: World Health Organization. 
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Across the divisions, Barisal had the highest rate of lifetime non-partner physical (33.3%) and 
sexual (4.0%) violence (Figure 5.2), while Khulna had the highest rate of last 12 month non-
partner physical (9.2%) and sexual (3.5%) violence. Similar rates of non-partner sexual violence 
during lifetime were observed across divisions except for Barisal. Rajshahi and Sylhet had the 
lowest rates of non-partner physical violence during the last 12 months (5.0%). 

5.4. Comparison between partner and non-partner physical and  
  sexual violence 

As shown in Table 5.3, non-partner physical violence was highest among adolescent girls, while 
partner physical violence was the highest among women aged 25-34 years during lifetime and 
aged 20-29 during the last 12 months. Illiterate women reported the highest rates of partner 
physical violence (53.6%), whereas women with primary education reported higher percentage 
of non-partner physical violence during lifetime (29.6%). Women with primary, secondary and 
higher secondary levels of education reported higher rates of non-partner physical violence 
during last 12 months.  
 

The rates of physical violence in rural and urban areas outside city corporation areas were similar 
for partner and non-partner physical violence. Women from Rajshahi reported the highest rate of 
partner physical violence during lifetime (60.1%) and last 12 months (26.3%), while Barisal had 
the highest rate of non-partner physical violence during lifetime (33.3%) and Khulna had the 
highest rate of this violence during last 12 months (9.2%).  

Table 5.3. Lifetime and 12-month prevalence of partner and non-partner physical violence 
among all women, by background characteristics, rural/urban residence and 
division, N= 21,688 

 

Back ground characteristics 

Physical violence (%)* 
Lifetime Last 12 months 

Partner violence 
Non-partner 

violence 
Partner violence 

Non-partner 
violence 

Total 49.6 27.8 20.8 6.0 

Age group (years)   

15-19 37.5 30.9 23.8 11.2 

20-24 48.4 29.9 28.1 6.2 

25-29 51.1 28.5 24.5 5.1 

30-34 50.7 26.3 23.4 5.5 

35-39 49.3 27.9 20.8 5.5 

40-44 49.4 27.0 16.5 6.4 

45-49 50.2 29.7 15.5 4.7 

50-54 50.4 25.0 17.0 5.2 

55-59 47.8 26.4 13.7 5.7 

60 and above 50.5 25.2 13.2 5.3 
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Back ground characteristics 

Physical violence (%)* 
Lifetime Last 12 months 

Partner violence 
Non-partner 

violence 
Partner violence 

Non-partner 
violence 

Level of education  

Illiterate  53.6 27.7 20.8 5.4 

Primary  52.5 29.6 23.3 6.4 

Secondary  45.1 27.4 20.4 6.5 

Higher Secondary 27.9 23.0 11.0 6.6 

Degree and above 22.8 21.7 6.2 3.6 

Marital status   

Never married 34.7 13.0 

Currently married 50.6 27.5 22.7 5.6 

Widowed 43.9 28.0 2.00 4.8 

Divorced/separated/ 
abandoned 

30.5 19.8 3.7 2.1 

Wealth quintile   

1st (Poorest) 57.4 32.0 24.9 7.5 

2nd 52.2 30.0 22.0 6.5 

3rd 53.2 28.8 22.9 6.9 

4th 47.1 24.7 19.0 4.2 

5th (Richest) 31.9 21.1 12.2 4.0 

Residence   

Rural 51.8 29.1 21.5 6.4 

Urban 42.2 18.5 23.7 4.9 

City corporations 29.4 15.6 13.0 2.3 

Urban area other than city 
corporation 

48.5 27.9 21.2 6.2 

Division   

Barisal 44.6 33.3 22.6 8.2 

Chittagong 42.5 30.3 16.5 5.6 

Dhaka 46.8 25.2 19.3 5.5 

Khulna 57.0 31.2 22.8 9.2 

Rajshahi 60.1 28.8 26.3 4.9 

Rangpur 55.3 25.3 24.5 5.5 

Sylhet 42.9 26.0 17.8 5.0 
Note: Denominator of partner violence was considered as all ever-married women and for non-partner, it was all interviewed women. 
Calculation of partner and non-partner violence with same denominator (all interviewed women) has been presented in annex table I-1 
and II-1. 
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Women’s perception of violence 
Survey respondents were asked to express their opinions about the places where physical, sexual 
and emotional violence generally occurs. The women were also asked about their opinions 
regarding vulnerability to violence by marital status. 
 

6.1 Perception of place of physical violence 
Women were of the view that ‘husband’s house’ is the most common place for physical violence 
to occur (76.8%), followed by ‘working place’ (21.9%)(Table 6.1.1.)Respondents also felt that 
physical violence occurs in educational institutions (11.4%), and in vehicles, roads and streets 
(9.4%). There was little difference in the perceptions of women residing in rural versus urban 
areas.  
 

Table 6.1.1: Perception of places that physical violence is likely to occur among all women  
    interviewed, by residence 

 

Place of occurrence 
(physical violence) 

Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than City 
corporation 

(%) 
Parent's house 16.3 16.9 14.4 11.4 15.9 

Husband's house 76.8 76.8 76.9 74.7 78.0 

Working place 21.9 21.3 23.7 24.5 23.3 

Hat/Bazar/Market 6.0 5.7 6.9 7.4 6.6 

Crowded/Solitary place/ 
Travelling site 

3.6 3.7 3.3 2.7 3.5 

Educational Institution 11.4 11.4 11.4 10.3 11.9 

Coaching Center 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.5 

Hospital/Nursing 
home/Health Center 

6.8 6.9 6.4 6.8 6.2 

Station (Bus, Launch and 
Train) 

5.5 5.6 5.3 6.4 4.8 

Vehicles/Roads & Streets  9.4 8.9 11.0 11.8 10.5 

Others 1.4 1.2 2.0 2.5 1.7 

Total interviewed women 21,688 11,480 10,208 4,997 5,211 

 
Perceptions by division shows that 81.9% respondents in Rangpur gave the husband’s house as 
the most likely place for physical violence to occur, followed by 78.3% in Rajshahi (Table 
6.1.2). There was slight variation between the divisions about the work place being a likely 
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place for violence to occur, with more than a quarter (26.8%) of women in Chittagong, followed 
by 24.9% in Sylhet believing so, compared to 19.9% in Dhaka and 16.6% in Barisal.  

 

Tab 6.1.2: Perception of places that physical violence is likely to occur among all women  
  interviewed, by division 

 

Place of occurrence 
(physical violence) 

Division 

Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong 
(%) 

Dhaka
(%) 

Khulna
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur
(%) 

Sylhet 
(%) 

Parent's house 21.8 18.1 15.9 10.1 16.0 17.3 18.1 

Husband's house 75.2 76.3 75.0 76.6 78.3 81.9 78.6 

Working place 16.6 26.8 19.9 20.9 22.7 20.7 24.9 

Market/Bazar 4.9 6.8 5.7 4.5 5.1 7.3 8.5 
Crowded/Solitary 
place/Travelling site 

3.5 3.1 3.8 5.5 2.6 2.9 4.5 

Educational Institution 9.7 12.7 12.2 8.1 13.3 10.1 9.4 

Coaching Center 5.2 6.7 7.4 7.8 5.4 5.1 4.6 
Hospital/Nursing home 
/Health Center 

5.9 7.4 6.1 8.0 7.8 5.7 7.2 

Station (Bus, Launch, Train) 6.8 8.3 4.7 4.4 4.8 4.3 6.1 

Vehicles/Roads & Streets 8.3 11.0 9.1 7.9 11.3 7.1 9.3 

Others 0.2 0.8 2.3 0.8 1.2 1.4 0.8 

Interviewed women 2320 3467 5021 2762 3025 2785 2308 

 
Almost three quarters (70.4%) of women felt that married women are likely to become victims of 
physical violence, while less than a quarter (21.4%) identified unmarried women as being 
vulnerable (Table 6.1.3). Over a quarter (26.1%) were of the view that separated women are 
likely to be victims of physical violence and 18.8% thought divorced women were. There was 
minimal variation by residence of the respondents. 
 
Table: 6.1.3 Perception of places that physical violence is likely to occur among all women  

    interviewed, by marital status/situation and residence 

Marital Status/Situation Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation (%) 

Other than City 
corporation 

(%) 

Unmarried 21.4 20.8 23.4 25.2 22.5 

Married 70.4 70.6 69.5 66.5 71.1 

Separated 26.1 26.2 25.8 24.3 26.5 

Divorced 18.8 19.0 18.1 18.1 18.2 

Husband living abroad 2.9 3.2 2.0 2.1 2.0 

Others 2.0 1.8 2.8 3.5 2.5 
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The main regional difference in the perception of vulnerability to physical violence by marital 
status was that residents of Khulna were less likely to consider unmarried women as vulnerable 
(only 14.9% thought so), compared to women in other divisions (Table 6.1.4). 
 
 Table: 6.1.4 Perception of all women interviewed on likelihood of physical violence  

 occurring for each marital status/situation, by division 
 

Marital 
Status/Situation 

Division 
Barisal 

(%) 
Chittagong

(%) 
Dhaka 

(%) 
Khulna 

(%) 
Rajshahi 

(%) 
Rangpur 

(%) 
Sylhet 

(%) 
Unmarried 22.1 23.6 21.9 14.9 21.4 21.7 22.9 

Married 70.2 69.2 69.4 72.3 72.1 71.8 69.1 

Separated 26.2 27.8 24.0 28.0 28.1 23.7 29.6 

Divorced 18.1 20.1 16.4 23.5 20.9 17.0 18.1 
Husbandliving 
abroad 

3.3 2.9 3.0 2.7 2.5 2.5 3.7 

Others 1.2 1.1 3.2 1.1 2.2 1.6 1.9 
Total interviewed 
women 

2,320 3,467 5,021 2,762 3,025 2,785 2,308 

 

6.2 Perception of place of sexual violence 

Opinions about the places where sexual violence is likely to occur show that‘husband’s house’as 
the most commonly cited location (45.5%), followed by ‘working place’(32.8%) and vehicles, 
roads or streets (18.3%) (Table 6.2.1).Women residing in city corporation areas were more likely 
to identify public places, such as ‘working place’, ‘educational institution’, ‘coaching center’ and 
hat/bazar/market, than women in other areas. 

Table: 6.2.1 Perception of places that sexual violence is likely to occur among all women  
    interviewed, by residence 

Place of occurrence (sexual 
violence) 

Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
City 

corporation 
(%) 

Parent's house 11.3 11.8 9.9 9.3 10.2 

Husband's house 45.5 46.6 42.0 35.5 45.3 

Working place  32.8 31.7 36.2 40.5 34.0 

Hat/Bazar/Market  8.5 8.1 9.8 12.6 8.3 

Crowded/Solitary place/ 
Travelling site 

4.2 4.3 4.0 3.4 4.4 

Educational Institution  13.9 13.3 15.9 18.6 14.5 
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Place of occurrence (sexual 
violence) 

Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
City 

corporation 
(%) 

Coaching center  12.6 12.1 14.4 16.4 13.4 

Hospital/Nursing home/Health 
center  

10.9 11.1 10.3 9.8 10.6 

Station (Bus, Launch and train)  9.8 9.7 10.2 11.4 9.6 

Vehicles/Roads/Streets 18.3 17.5 20.9 20.8 21.0 

Other  2.1 1.7 3.3 4.1 3.0 
 
 

Table 6.2.2 shows regional variations in respondents' perceptions about the places where sexual 
violence generally takes place. The view that ‘husband’s house’ is a likely location lies slightly 
below the national average for women who live in Barisal (45.2%), Khulna (45.4%) and Dhaka 
(42.2%), and above in Chittagong (45.6%), Rajshahi (47.7%), Rangpur (50.1%) and Sylhet 
(51.1%). Another variation is that Chittagong has a higher percentage (14.3%) of women who 
perceive ‘stations’ as a place for sexual violence to occur, when compared to the other divisions. 
 

Table: 6.2.2 Perception of places that sexual violence is likely to occur among all women  
    interviewed, by residence and division 

 

Place of occurrence (sexual 
violence) 

Division 

Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong
(%) 

Dhaka
(%) 

Khulna
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur 
(%) 

Sylhet 
(%) 

Parent's house 13.9 12.0 10.6 8.4 10.7 13.5 13.2 

Husband's house 45.2 45.6 42.2 45.4 47.7 50.1 51.1 

Working place  32.6 36.7 30.7 33.3 30.8 32.9 35.1 

Hat/Bazar/Market  7.6 10.9 7.9 8.0 6.7 7.9 10.9 

Crowded/Solitary place/ 
Travelling site 

3.7 3.7 4.6 5.4 3.8 3.9 3.9 

Educational Institution  10.9 14.3 15.8 12.1 16.2 9.7 12.1 

Coaching center  13.1 13.3 12.5 13.2 11.2 13.0 11.8 

Hospital/Nursing 
home/Health center  

11.2 13.2 10.4 12.6 9.1 8.8 11.3 

Station (Bus, Launch and train)  9.4 14.3 8.9 6.8 8.4 9.4 10.4 

Vehicles/Roads & Streets 15.6 22.0 19.3 16.1 19.6 12.9 15.8 

Others 0.5 1.0 3.4 1.1 1.8 2.5 1.4 
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As with physical violence, respondents were asked their opinions about vulnerability to sexual 
violence by marital status (Table 6.2.3). Women in urban areas consider unmarried women as the 
most likely victims of sexual violence (45.4%), as do women residing in city corporations 
(51.3%). Women in rural areas and urban areas other than city corporations are more likely to 
consider married women as vulnerable (44.3% and 43.9% respectively). Perceptions of women 
by division (Table 6.2.4) show that Khulna residents more often consider separated or divorced 
women as vulnerable to sexual violence than do women residing in other divisions. 
 

Table: 6.2.3 Perception of all women interviewed on likelihood of sexual violence occurring  
   for each marital status/situation, by residence 

 

Marital status Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than 
Citycorporation 

(%) 
Unmarried 42.2 41.2 45.4 51.3 42.4 

Married 43.6 44.3 41.3 36.4 43.9 

Separated 34.7 34.5 35.3 33.0 36.4 

Divorced 24.2 24.4 23.3 23.2 23.4 

Husband in abroad 2.5 2.6 2.1 2.3 2.0 

Others 2.8 2.5 3.8 5.0 3.2 

 
Table: 6.2.4 Perception of all women interviewed on likelihood of sexual violence occurring  

   for each marital status/situation, by division 

Marital status 
Division 

Barisal 
(%) 

Chittagong 
(%) 

Dhaka 
(%) 

Khulna 
(%) 

Rajshahi 
(%) 

Rangpur 
(%) 

Sylhet 
(%) 

Unmarried 35.6 44.6 45.3 34.7 40.3 40.6 44.9 

Married 46.4 45.9 40.9 43.0 44.0 44.8 46.8 

Separated 33.1 35.9 31.1 42.4 35.4 35.7 35.3 

Divorced 23.9 22.2 21.8 30.3 27.2 25.1 23.9 

Husband in abroad 3.2 2.6 2.5 2.0 2.1 2.4 2.5 

Others 1.2 1.7 4.1 1.9 3.1 1.8 2.6 
Total interviewed 
women 

2320 3467 5021 2762 3025 2785 2308 

 

6.3 Perception of place of emotional violence 
The findings in this section reveala similar trend as were observed for perceptions of physical 
violence. The‘husband’s house’ is the most commonly cited place, with three quarters (74.0%) of 
women identifying it as where emotional violence is likely to occur (Table 6.3.1). This is 
followed by working place (26.0%), then parent’s house (17.2%), educational institution(9.6%) 
and vehicles, roads and streets (9.3%).  



52 
 

Table: 6.3.1 Perception of places that emotional violence is likely to occur among all women  
   interviewed, by residence 

 

Place of occurrence 
(emotional violence) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than City 
corporation 

(%) 

Total 
(%) 

Parent's house 17.8 15.3 12.4 16.8 17.2

Husband's house 73.8 74.7 75.0 74.5 74.0

Working place  25.0 29.3 27.9 30.0 26.0

Hat/Bazar/Market  5.1 6.2 6.8 6.0 5.4

Crowd/Solitary 
place/Travelling site 

3.4 2.4 2.2 2.5 3.2

Educational Institution  9.4 10.6 10.5 10.6 9.6

Coaching canter 5.3 5.5 4.8 5.9 5.4

Hospital/Nursing home/Health 
centre 

7.6 5.7 5.6 5.7 7.1

Station (Bus, Launch and 
Train)  

5.3 4.6 4.9 4.5 5.2

Vehicles/Road & Streets  9.2 9.5 10.5 8.9 9.3

Others  1.3 2.3 2.9 2.0 1.5
 

 

‘Husband’s house’was identified as a place where emotional violence occurs irrespective of 
residence and division. This perception was strongest in Rangpur (77.4%), followed by Sylhet 
(75.4%) and 74.9% in Chittagong. Working place was also identified as the second most 
commonplace where emotional violence is likely to occur. About one third (32.5%) of women in 
Chittagong division reported that emotional violence is likely to occur at the ‘working place’, 
followed by Rangpur (27.9%) and the least is in Barisal (22.0%) 
 

Table: 6.3.2 Perception of places that emotional violence is likely to occur among all women  
   interviewed, by division 

Place of occurrence 
(emotional violence) 

Division 
Barisal 

(%) 
Chittagong 

(%) 
Dhaka(

%) 
Khulna

(%) 
Rajshahi 

(%) 
Rangpur 

(%) 
Sylhet

(%) 

Parent's house 22.2 18.0 16.2 12.9 18.1 17.4 21.6

Husband's house 72.0 74.9 73.2 71.9 73.7 77.4 75.4

Working place  22.0 32.5 23.4 23.6 26.9 27.9 23.6

Hat/Bazar/Market  4.8 7.3 4.9 4.1 5.5 4.4 6.6

Crowd/Solitary place/ 
Travelling site 

4.2 2.2 3.3 4.5 2.9 2.8 3.2

Educational 
Institution  

8.8 11.8 9.5 8.2 10.9 7.6 8.5

Coaching center  3.9 5.3 6.0 5.6 4.0 5.6 5.6
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Place of occurrence 
(emotional violence) 

Division 
Barisal 

(%) 
Chittagong 

(%) 
Dhaka(

%) 
Khulna

(%) 
Rajshahi 

(%) 
Rangpur 

(%) 
Sylhet

(%) 
Hospital/Nursing 
home/Health center  

7.2 7.9 5.9 8.5 7.6 6.5 9.1

Station (Bus, Launch 
and Train)  

6.5 7.5 4.3 3.9 5.3 4.0 5.6

Vehicles/Road & 
Streets 

9.4 12.0 8.2 8.6 9.9 8.2 8.2

Others 0.3 0.9 2.5 0.9 1.5 1.1 1.1
 

Susceptibility to emotional violence by marital status reveals that almost two thirds (62.2%) of 
women felt that married women are likely to become victims, followed by women who are 
separated (37.3%). There was not much variation between women’s perceptions based on 
whether they reside in a rural or urban area. 

Table: 6.3.3 Perception of all women interviewed on likelihood of sexual violence occurring  
   for each marital status/situation, by residence 

Marital 
status/Situation 

Total 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

Urban 
(%) 

City 
corporation 

(%) 

Other than city 
corporation 

(%) 

Unmarried 20.5 20.3 20.9 19.8 21.5 

Married 62.2 61.4 64.8 66.3 64.1 

Separated 37.3 38.2 34.5 32.4 35.5 

Divorced 27.8 28.4 26.1 23.1 27.6 

Husband in abroad 1.5 1.7 1.2 1.4 1.1 

Others 2.2 2.0 3.0 3.2 2.8 
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Where,  p1 and p2 are the proportions of violence for the year 2015 and 2011 ; 
              n1 and n2 are the sizes of the samples for the year 2015 and 2011; 
                 and p =sqrt ((p1n1+p2n2)/(n1+n2)) 
H0 = there is no significant difference between the estimated proportions of VAW 2011 and VAW 2015, 
H1 = there is significant difference between the estimated proportions of VAW 2011 and VAW 2015 
 
Two tailed test was done and the corresponding p-values obtained from the z-table. The test is 
called significant (reject the null hypothesis H0 and accept the H1) for the level of significance 
0.05 or less.  It indicates that the conclusion will be true for 95 or more cases (samples). The 
results of the tests are shown in Table 7.1 and Table 7.2. 
 

 
The prevalence of physical violence during lifetime increased from 47.8% in 2011 to 49.6% in 
2015. This increase of 1.8 percentage points is statistically significant with the confidence level 
99% (p<0.01). There is a significant difference in the prevalence of lifetime sexual violence, 
falling 10.1 percentage points from 37.3% in 2011 to 27.2% in 2015. Likewise, the prevalence of 
lifetime emotional violence decreased from 40.2% in 2011 to 28.7% in 2015, a fall of 11.5 
percentage points. 
The prevalence of lifetime economic violence also decreased from 17.8% in 2011 to 11.4% in 
2015, representing a 6.4 percentage point reduction. The prevalence of lifetime controlling 
behavior decreased from 67.8% in 2011 to 55.4% in 2015. The reduction in prevalence of 
controlling behavior (12.4 percentage points) is the biggest fall of all forms of violence during 
the last four years. 
 

The combined indicator of any act of physical and/or sexual violence decreased from 57.8% in 
2011 to 54.2% in 2015.Likewise, any act of physical, sexual and/or emotional violence also 
decreased from 62.5% and 57.7% over the same period. The prevalence of any partner violence 
during lifetime fell from 79.4% in 2011 to 72.6% in 2015.The difference of around seven 
percentage points is statistically significant with confidence level 99%.  
 
Table 7.1: Trends in partner violence against ever-married women during their lifetime,  

 2011 and 2015 

Type of partner violence* 
Prevalence (%) Change 

(percentage 
points) 

Remarks 
(z-score for proportion) 

2011 2015 

Physical violence  47.8 49.6 -1.8 Significant (z=-3.2, p<0.01) 

Sexual violence  37.3 27.2 10.1 Significant (z=16.8, p<0.01) 

Emotional violence  40.2 28.7 11.5 Significant (z=19.2, p<0.01) 

Economic violence 17.8 11.4 6.4 Significant (z=10.9, p<0.01) 

Controlling behavior 67.8 55.4 12.4 Significant (z=24.4, p<0.01) 
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prevalence of controlling behavior over the last 12 months, which fell17.4 percentage points 
from 56.2% in 2011 to 38.8% in 2015. 
 

The combination of any act of partner physical and/or sexual violence during the last year 
decreased from 37.0% in 2011 to 26.9% in 2015. Likewise, any act of physical, sexual and/or 
emotional violence declined about seven percentage points from 45.1% in 2011 to 38.0% in 
2015. The prevalence of any partner violence during last 12 months decreased from 66.9% in 
2011 to 54.7%, a fall of about 12 percentage points over the last four years.  
 
Table 7.2: Trends in partner violence against ever-married women during the last 12  

  months, 2011 and 2015 

 
 

Type of Violence’s* 
Prevalence (%) Change 

(percentage 
points)

Remarks 
(z-score for proportion) 2011 2015  

Physical violence  26.4 20.8 5.6 Significant (z=9.2, p<0.01) 

Sexual violence  24.0 13.3 10.7 Significant (z=-7.9, p<0.01) 

Emotional violence  30.0 24.2 5.8 Significant (z=9.6, p<0.01) 

Economic violence 13.9 6.7 7.2 Significant (z=12.9, p<0.01) 

Controlling behavior 56.2 38.8 17.4 Significant (z=30.5, p<0.01) 

Physical or sexual violence  37.0 26.9 10.1 Significant (z=16.7, p<0.01)

Physical or sexual or emotional  
violence  45.1 38.0 7.1 Significant (z=12.2, p<0.01) 

Any Type of violence  66.9 54.7 12.2 Significant (z=24.8, p<0.01) 
* United Nations standard items (acts) are used to measure the violence  

 

7.3 Methodological differences between the VAW 2011 and VAW 
2015 surveys 

 

Methodological differences such as varying questions, training and background of interviewers6, 
difference in sample size and whether the survey is a dedicated solely to VAW or about another 
topic that includes questions of VAW7 can all impact on the data collected and therefore the 
comparability of results between surveys. It is important to understand the differences in survey 
methodology, operation and processing of the results in 2011 and 2015, and to take these into 
consideration when interpreting results at the national level and making international 
comparisons.  
 
The methodological differences are summarized in Box 7.2. The key changes that took place 
were: 

                                                 
6
Jansen HAFM et al. Interviewer training in the WHO Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic 

Violence. Violence Against Women, 2004, 10(7):831-849. 
7Ellsberg M et al. Researching domestic violence against women: methodological and ethical considerations. 
Studiesin Family Planning, 2001, 32(1):1–16. 
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 Use of the standard United Nations definitions for the various forms of violence (in 
addition to national definitions) to facilitate international comparability of the results 

 Recruitment of enumerators from outside the area they conduct the interviews 
 Increased intensity of the training to master trainers and enumerators 
 Quality assurance procedures 

 
Acts of violence relevant to the national context were retained in VAW 2015 in addition to the 
standard items recommended by the United Nations. Prevalence rates are based on the standard 
United Nations definitions to enable international comparability. The definitions of violence and 
questions used were adopted following consultation with local gender and statistical experts from 
government, academia, civil society, and development partners. They were tested in the field 
before finalization. A comparison of international and national definitions used is provided in 
Section 2.6 above. 
 
More intensive training for master trainers was provided in preparation for VAW 2015 than was 
the case for VAW 2011. An initial seven days of training, which included theoretical training as 
well field visits, was conducted by renowned international experts and national gender experts 
with detailed knowledge on VAW surveys. Following this, a three-day refresher training course 
was provided to the same master trainers (held in Bogra and Comilla) before they commenced 
training of the interviewers in the field.  
 
In VAW 2015, the interviewers were recruited so that, in most cases, their residence was outside 
the area they were allocated to cover, so they were not likely to be known to the respondents. 
This new technique was applied keeping in mind that respondents may feel more comfortable 
discussing the sensitive issues with strangers (interviewers) rather than someone they know. In 
VAW 2011, the interviewers were more likely to be known to the respondents as they lived in 
the same locality. In both surveys, only female interviewers were employed. To assist the 
interviewer, a staff member from BBS was employed as supervisor who remained nearby but 
was not present during the interviews.  
 
For VAW 2015, improved monitoring procedures were used to assure quality of the data 
collected. A high-level monitoring team was formed, comprising senior officials from SID and 
BBS. These officials were on board during field operations and regularly visited data collection 
locations to ensure the quality of data collected from the field. The main activities they 
conducted were: 
 

 Checking the accuracy of non-response cases  
 Building rapport with local authorities to gain support and ensure smooth field operations 
 Ensuring interview procedures are being properly followed (rapport building, timing of 

interview, duration of interview (e.g. not to be hurried), not to go for rechecking)  
 
In VAW 2011, the monitoring system was not as organized and intensive as in 2015. In 2015, a 
separate monitoring team from the GIS project was also in the field to ensure the quality of the 
data.  
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The gender unit of icddr,b provided third-party monitoring of the survey starting from training of 
the master trainers and interviewers through to the completion of the data collection phase in the 
field. They were assigned the task to oversee the whole process and ensure the quality of the 
survey. The main activities they conducted were: 

 Oversee the quality of the training and provide technical assistance, if necessary 
 Ensure the quality of the data collection  
 Play a bridging role between field staff and project management 
 Provide technical assistance to finalize the tabulation plan of the survey and drafting the 

report 
 

In VAW 2011, there was also third-party monitoring by BRAC University, but they were only 
involved in overseeing the data collection phase in the field, and not during the training phase 
and other activities.  
Several consultation meetings were held with international and national experts while estimating 
the prevalence of VAW 2015 in order to cross check national against United Nations standard 
definitions. For VAW 2011, there were also a consultation meetings but with local experts only.  
 
Box 7.2 Summary of differences in methods used for VAW 2011 and VAW 2015 

Activities VAW 2011 Survey VAW 2015 Survey 
Sample size and 
allocation 

Two stage stratified cluster sampling 
with a sample size of 12,600 and with 
equal allocation 

Two stage stratified cluster sampling with 
a sample size of 22,775 and with Kish 
allocation 

Interviewer Interviewers were likely to be known to 
the respondents, as they were hired from 
the same locality of the residence of the 
respondents 

In most of the cases, interviewers were 
not known to the respondents as they 
were hired from the different  locality 
from the residence of the respondents  

Training One round of training Two rounds of training 
-Training module 
 

Ethics module by experts Gender and ethics training by experts 

-Facilitator Local experts Training of trainersfacilitated by local 
and  international experts 

-Number of days 7-day training of master trainers  
7-day training of enumerators 

8-day training of master trainers  
9-day training of enumerators 

-Number of master 
trainers 

  70 trainees in one group 
 

70 trainees in the first round, 35 trainees 
in each groupduringthe second round 

-Training venue Dhaka office Residential training in Dhaka and later at 
field level  

Quality assurance Quality control team comprising senior 
officials from BBS visited the field to 
ensure the quality of the data 

Special quality control team comprising 
senior officials from SID and BBS. The 
team visited the field to ensure the 
quality of the data  
A tool was developed to control non-
sampling errors during data collection  
 

Third Party Monitoring CSOs were involved in field monitoring 
during data collection   
 

Exclusive third party monitoring of the 
field operation by icddr,b, in addition to 
involvement of CSOs 

Expert consultation 
during data processing 
and tabulation phase 

Consultation took place with local 
experts 
 

Consultation took place with local and 
international experts 
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Activities VAW 2011 Survey VAW 2015 Survey 
 
Definitions used  
 
 

Items (acts) used in measuring violence (physical, sexual, emotional, economic and 
controlling behaviors) in VAW 2015 are not same with the items used in VAW 2011. 
To generate comparable statistics, the data of 2011 has been recalculated using UN 
standard items (acts) as follows: 
 
 
Physical 
 Slapped, punched or threw something at you by which you were injured. 
 Pushed you or shoved you or pulled your hair? 
 Kicked you, dragged you or beat you up 
 Intentionally suffocated you or choked you by hand? 
 Intentionally burnt you? 
 Threatened with or actually used a gun, knife or any other weapon against you? 
 
Sexual 
 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your husband against your will? 
 Did you ever have sexual intercourse with your husband against your will in fear of 

future torture or any kind of harm? 
 Did your husband ever perform any unusual sexual behaviour which seems 

degrading or humiliating to you? 
 
Emotional 
 Did your husband insult you in a manner by which you were humiliated or felt bad 

about yourself at any time? 
 Did your husband belittle or humiliate you in front of other people? 
 Did your husband do anything to scare or intimidate you on purpose (such as 

scream at you or break something)? 
 
Economic 
 He refuses to give enough money for household expenses, even though he has 

money for other things? 
 
Controlling 
 Does he try to restrict you from the company of your friends? 
 Does he restrict you from going to your parental house? 
 Does he insist on knowing (with suspicious mind) what you are doing and where 

you are at all times?  
 Does he ignore your feelings and opinions without caring or thinking about your 

priorities? 
 Is he angry if you speak with your relative or non-relative males? 
 Is he often suspicious that you are unfaithful? 
 Does he expect you to ask his permission before seeking health care for yourself? 

 
The prevalence of controlling behavior, physical, sexual, economic and emotional violence has 
reduced significantly between the 2011 and 2015 surveys. These results cannot be entirely 
attributed to the interventions taking place to eliminate violence against women, but are also 
likely a result of methodological differences between the two surveys. Further qualitative 
research and multivariate analysis can provide insight into the causes and consequences of 
violence that can be used to guide policy development in this area.   
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Recommendations 
 

This VAW survey has provided critical evidence to show the extent and nature of violence 
against women in Bangladesh. Based on the concepts and definitions applied in 2015, women 
who experienced any sort of partner violence has fallen to 72.6% in 2015, down from 79.4% in 
2011. The statistics show that all types of violence, except lifetime physical violence, were 
reduced in 2015 compared to 2011. Although still extremely high, it seems that the prevalence of 
violence against women is decreasing in Bangladesh. However, methodological differences 
between the two surveys are likely to account for some of the difference in prevalence rates. 

A large percentage of women do not tell others about their experiences with partner violence, 
mainly because they do not consider it necessary to report it, they are concerned about the social 
stigma towards the family, or the impact it may have on their children’s future. Also, knowledge 
about the government helpline was low and the role of government institutes and the one stop 
crisis centre are not yet widely known. These results illustrate the value of evidence on VAW 
and suggest the need for urgent action to increase awareness and availability of services to 
prevent violence and to support women who experience it. The following recommendations are 
made. 
 
The following recommendations are made:  
 
8.1. Gender equality and ending violence against women must be addressed for achieving the 

SDGs. Initiate a campaign to create mass awareness about violence against women, the 
national goals to eliminate it, and the services offered by government agencies, NGOs and 
other stakeholders, including the helpline (phone number 10921) and the one stop crisis 
centre. 

 
8.2. Strengthen the ongoing programme to raise the status of women, both in terms of 

awareness of their rights, and through concrete measures in fields such as employment, 
education, political participation and legal rights. This should accelerate achievement of 
SDG 5, Target 5.2 on the elimination of violence against women and girls. 

 
8.3. Data on recent experiences with sexual violence suggest women aged 20-44 years are more 

vulnerable to partner sexual violence compared to other age groups. For this reason, 
preventive and protective services could be strengthened for this group. 

 
8.4. Based on lessons learned from the 2015 survey, the content of the questionnaire can be 

modified in the next VAW survey. The module on perception of place of violence can be 
dropped and new modules to be included such as actual place of violence and causes of 
violence. 

Chapter 8
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8.5. Follow-up surveys should be conducted every 4-5 years to cover new areas and to generate 

the data needed to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals and for use by government 
(e.g. Ministry of Women and Children Affairs) for the formulation of policies, adoption of 
protective measures and initiation of social movement for women’s empowerment, equality 
and equity in all spheres of life. 

 
8.6. Designate a team to conduct this survey on regular basis and ensure exposure to relevant 

issues and global development is available for the team. 
 
8.7. Conduct additional analysis (including multivariate models) with the existing unit level 

data of VAW 2015 and produce in-depth thematic policy briefs/analytical papers on 
different types of violence.  

 
8.8. Conduct further studies of GBV to capture data on violence of gender-based violence for 

both women and men. In Bangladesh, there is no baseline data on GBV other than women.  
 
8.9. Strengthen collaboration between stakeholders and BBS so that data needs are adequately 

met. 
 
8.10. Administrative data on VAW (i.e. data from services such as police, health system and the 

courts) should be strengthened and existing data should be analysed and disseminated on a 
regular basis at various levels. Such information would provide policy makers with up-to-
date data on the access and use of these services for informed decision making (it should be 
noted that administrative data are never able to provide VAW prevalence data). 

 
8.11. Enhance legal and criminal justice systems to prevent further violence, facilitate recovery 

and ensure access to justice (e.g. specialized police units, restraining orders and multi-
agency sectoral response teams). 

 
8.12. Processes and procedures should be reviewed and changed to ensure quality and standard 

protocols are in place so that women can obtain justice without discrimination in stalking 
and rape cases. This includes post-rape care and free legal aid so that women understand 
their rights and options. 

 
8.13. Information on social assistance programs should be disseminated and available in a 

variety of media and formats accessible to people with disabilities. This is needed to 
improve women’s awareness of existing programs, eligibility criteria, and application 
procedures. Existing social assistance programs should be linked to the family courts. 
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8.14. Resource allocation to combat violence against women should be revisited to ensure 
adequate financial provision for the work that is urgently required to disseminate 
information, raise awareness and educate on Gender Based Violence (GBV). 

 
8.15. Promote non-violent social norms by sending strong messages that violence against women 

and girls will not be tolerated. The media should be continuously engaged in shaping public 
opinion and challenging the harmful gender norms that perpetuate. 

 
8.16. Interventions that target attitudinal change among adolescent boys and men should to be 

made to change harmful social and cultural norms and facilitate the development of new 
notions of masculinity associated with non-violence, respect and equality.  

 
8.17. Further study and research on the experiences of violence by different professional groups 

of women should be done to inform policy development and design appropriate 
interventions. 

 
8.18. Revisit existing rules and regulations on the protection of women from violence to make 

them more appropriate and realistic for the protection of women for all types of violence. 
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Annexure-A:UN, SDG Indicators and tables for strict compression with 2011 findings 
 

Indicator I: Total and age-specific rate of women subject to physical violence in the past 12 months by severity of violence, 
relationship to the perpetrator and frequency 
 

Table I-1. Women reporting physical violence in the past 12 months by age and relationship to perpetrator [N=21688] 

 

Age group (years) 
Perpetrator % 

Total interviewed women 
Partner Non partner All 

15-19 6.9 11.2 17.6 1838 

20-24 25.6 6.2 29.2 2732 

25-29 24.1 5.1 27.1 3324 

30-34 23.4 5.5 26.8 3489 

35-39 20.6 5.5 24.1 2989 

40-44 16.4 6.4 20.6 2241 

45-49 15.5 4.7 18.8 1497 

50-54 16.9 5.2 20.2 1242 

55-59 13.7 5.7 17.8 851 

60+ 13.1 5.3 16.6 1485 

Total 19.3 6.0 23.3 21688 

*Prevalence rate for partner violence has been recalculated including all women instead of ever partnered women 
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Table I-2. Women reporting physical violence by non-partner perpetrators in the past 12 months by age and detailed 

relationship to per petrator , N=21688 

 

Age 
group 

Parents 
Other family 

member 
Non family members 

Father/ 
Step 

father 

Mother/ 
Step 

mother 

Father-in 
law/Mother-

in-law 
Male Female 

Someone 
at work 

Friend 
Recent 

acquaintance 
Stranger Teacher Doctor 

Religious 
leader 

Member 
of law 

enforcing 
Pervert Others 

15-19 2.1 3.8 0.2 1.7 1.1 0.4 1.5 2.0 0.7 1.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.2 

20-24 0.5 0.8 1.7 1.0 1.3 0.1 0.3 1.4 0.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.1 

25-29 0.5 0.5 1.4 1.0 1.2 0.2 0.4 0.9 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

30-34 0.1 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.7 0.0 0.2 1.3 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 

35-39 0.3 0.6 1.0 1.0 1.6 0.3 0.2 1.0 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 

40-44 0.6 0.8 1.3 1.0 1.8 0.1 0.1 1.1 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 

45-49 0.2 0.3 0.7 0.6 1.1 0.2 0.5 1.3 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 

50-54 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.4 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 

55-59 0.5 1.9 0.9 0.7 1.7 0.4 0.1 1.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 

60+ 0.4 0.6 1.0 0.8 1.4 0.0 0.1 1.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.1 

Total 0.5 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.4 0.2 0.3 1.2 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 
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Table I-3. Women reporting physical violence by partner or non-partner in the past 12 months by age and by severity of 
violence, N=21688 

 

Age group (years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of women 
interviewed 

Partner Non-partner Any 

Moderate Severe Moderate Severe Moderate Severe 

15-19 5.0 1.9 8.5 2.7 4.9 12.5 1838 

20-24 19.3 6.4 5.1 2.3 18.4 11.4 2732 

25-29 17.7 6.4 4.9 1.5 17.4 10.6 3324 

30-34 17.8 5.6 4.8 2.1 17.2 10.5 3489 

35-39 15.6 5.0 5.4 1.7 15.1 9.9 2989 

40-44 11.6 4.8 5.2 1.8 11.5 9.5 2241 

45-49 12.9 2.5 5.0 2.1 12.4 8.2 1497 

50-54 12.2 4.8 4.3 2.2 12.1 9.3 1242 

55-59 10.3 3.4 5.7 0.8 10.1 8.4 851 

60 + 10.1 3.0 3.8 1.4 10.1 6.6 1485 

Total 14.5 4.8 5.2 1.9 14.1 10.0 21688 

*Prevalence rate for partner violence has been recalculated including all women instead of ever partnered women 
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Table I-4. Women reporting physical violence by partner or non-partner in the past 12 months by age and by frequency, 
N=21688 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of 
women 

interviewed 
Partner Non-partner Any 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 2.4 3.5 1.0 6.3 4.2 0.8 2.1 7.5 7.2 1838 

20-24 7.4 15.2 3.3 2.6 3.0 0.5 7.1 16.3 5.7 2732 

25-29 8.3 12.7 3.6 2.5 2.0 0.6 7.6 13.6 6.1 3324 

30-34 7.7 12.5 3.5 2.9 2.2 0.5 7.2 13.3 6.3 3489 

35-39 7.6 10.2 3.1 2.7 2.5 0.3 7.2 11.4 5.7 2989 

40-44 5.7 8.3 2.7 3.1 2.7 0.6 5.1 9.8 5.6 2241 

45-49 5.0 8.6 2.4 2.0 2.2 0.5 4.6 10.1 4.4 1497 

50-54 5.1 9.0 3.1 2.6 2.2 0.5 4.8 10.2 5.1 1242 

55-59 4.2 7.8 1.7 2.1 2.7 0.9 3.9 9.6 3.7 851 

60+ 4.1 7.8 1.6 2.3 2.4 0.6 3.7 8.7 3.9 1485 

Total 6.4 10.4 2.8 2.9 2.6 0.5 5.9 11.8 5.6 21688 
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Indicator II: Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during their lifetime by severity of violence, relationship  
                      to the perpetrator and frequency 
 
Table II-1. Women reporting physical violence during their lifetime by age and relationship to perpetrator [N=21688] 

 

Age group (years) 
Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of women 
interviewed 

Partner Non-partner Any 

15-19 10.9 30.9 30.9 1838 

20-24 44.1 29.9 29.9 2732 

25-29 50.3 28.5 28.5 3324 

30-34 50.5 26.3 26.3 3489 

35-39 48.9 27.9 27.9 2989 

40-44 49.1 27.0 27.0 2241 

45-49 50.0 29.7 29.7 1497 

50-54 50.3 25.0 25.0 1242 

55-59 47.8 26.4 26.4 851 

60 + 50.3 25.2 25.2 1485 

Total 45.9 27.8 27.8 21688 

*Prevalence rate for partner violence has been recalculated including all women instead of ever partnered women 
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Table II-2. Women reporting physical violence by non-partner perpetrators during their lifetime by age and detailed 
relationship to perpetrator, [N=21688] 

 

Age 
group 

Parents 
Other family 

member 
Non family members 

Father/ 
Step 

father 

Mother/ 
Step 

mother 

Father-in 
law/Mother-

in-law 
Male Female 

Some 
one at 
work 

Friend 
Recent 

acquaintance 
Stranger Teacher Doctor 

Religious 
leader 

Member 
of law 

enforcing 
Pervert Others 

15-19 5.6 9.9 1.4 9.4 3.4 0.6 4.4 4.1 1.9 5.5 0.2 0.1 0.0 2.2 0.5 

20-24 5.3 8.4 5.4 8.2 4.6 0.5 2.9 3.3 1.9 4.6 0.3 0.0 0.0 2.2 0.4 

25-29 4.8 7.9 5.4 8.5 5.5 0.5 2.1 2.8 1.7 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 0.6 

30-34 4.1 5.9 5.0 8.4 6.3 0.3 1.5 3.4 1.6 3.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 1.7 0.4 

35-39 4.3 7.2 5.0 9.3 6.4 0.5 1.7 2.8 1.3 3.5 0.1 0.2 0.0 1.4 0.3 

40-44 3.8 6.3 5.6 8.7 5.5 0.2 1.5 2.9 1.0 2.5 0.1 0.0 0.1 1.1 0.4 

45-49 4.8 7.5 5.7 8.4 7.5 0.3 2.2 2.4 1.5 2.8 0.1 0.2 0.2 1.5 0.8 

50-54 4.2 5.8 4.5 9.1 4.8 0.1 1.2 2.4 0.7 2.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.2 

55-59 4.4 8.6 5.6 9.2 5.6 0.6 1.2 3.6 0.5 2.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.2 

60+ 4.1 6.7 5.6 7.9 5.3 0.3 0.9 3.7 1.1 1.7 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.9 1.3 

Total 4.5 7.3 5.0 8.6 5.6 0.4 2.0 3.1 1.4 3.4 0.1 0.1 0.0 1.6 0.5 
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Table II-3. Women reporting physical violence by partner or non-partner during their lifetime by age and by severity of   
   violence 

 

Age group (years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of 
women 

interviewed 
Partner Non-partner Any 

Moderate Severe Moderate Severe Moderate Severe 

15-19 7.8 3.0 21.6 5.3 5.3 28.8 1838 

20-24 30.7 13.4 21.3 5.8 19.6 33.6 2732 

25-29 35.2 15.1 20.6 5.5 22.6 34.4 3324 

30-34 35.3 15.2 19.0 5.3 24.0 33.3 3489 

35-39 32.3 16.6 20.9 5.1 21.0 35.6 2989 

40-44 32.6 16.5 19.4 5.7 22.5 34.6 2241 

45-49 36.4 13.6 21.7 5.5 22.7 34.5 1497 

50-54 34.6 15.7 17.9 5.8 24.0 32.8 1242 

55-59 32.8 14.9 20.6 4.4 21.3 33.7 851 

60+ 36.0 14.3 19.4 4.5 24.3 32.4 1485 

Total 31.8 14.1 20.3 5.4 21.0 33.6 21688 
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Table II-4. Women reporting physical violence by partner or non-partner during their lifetime by age and by frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of 
women 
interviewed 

Partner Non-partner Any 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 4.4 7.6 3.6 11.5 10.8 8.6 1.2 14.1 13.8 1838 

20-24 16.2 34.4 15.5 9.4 10.9 9.7 5.8 22.0 20.1 2732 

25-29 17.4 36.9 18.5 10.0 10.9 7.7 6.3 24.5 23.4 3324 

30-34 16.9 37.3 18.1 8.4 9.2 8.7 6.7 25.7 21.8 3489 

35-39 15.3 32.9 19.2 8.7 10.7 8.5 5.5 24.0 22.9 2989 

40-44 13.6 31.7 18.7 8.0 10.6 8.4 5.7 25.4 22.6 2241 

45-49 11.8 35.0 18.0 10.1 10.9 8.7 4.7 26.4 24.1 1497 

50-54 11.5 34.0 19.3 9.3 8.0 7.7 4.8 24.5 23.4 1242 

55-59 12.0 30.4 16.3 7.1 9.1 10.3 6.4 23.4 21.2 851 

60+ 11.0 32.3 19.0 7.7 9.4 8.2 5.0 26.1 23.1 1485 

Total 14.0 32.3 16.9 9.1 10.2 8.6 5.4 23.8 21.7 21688 
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Indicator III: Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the past 12 months by severity of violence, relationship  
                        to the perpetrator and frequency 
 
Table III-1. Women reporting sexual violence in the past 12 months by age and relationship to perpetrator 

 

Age group (years) 
Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of women 
interviewed 

Partner Non-partner Any 

15-19 4.4 3.1 7.3 1838 

20-24 16.7 3.7 19.4 2732 

25-29 16.3 2.2 17.8 3324 

30-34 15.3 2.3 17.1 3489 

35-39 12.7 3.0 15.4 2989 

40-44 11.0 2.4 13.1 2241 

45-49 8.1 2.4 10.4 1497 

50-54 9.7 1.5 10.9 1242 

55-59 5.9 1.0 6.8 851 

60+ 9.8 1.4 11.1 1485 

Total 12.4 2.5 14.4 21688 
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Table III-2. Women reporting sexual violence by non-partner perpetrators in the past 12 months by age and detailed  
     relationship to perpetrator 

 

Age 
group 

Father/Ste
p Father 

Uncle 

Male 
member 

of 
family 

Man of 
working 

place 

Male 
friends 

Recently 
known 
man 

Unknown 
man 

Teacher-
man 

Doctor/ 
Health 

worker-
man 

Religious 
leader/ 

Fatuabaj-
man 

Member of 
law 

enforcing-
man 

Pervert Others 
Total 

interviewed 
women 

15-19 3.0 3.1 2.9 3.1 2.3 2.8 2.9 3.1 3.1 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.1 1838

20-24 3.6 3.6 3.0 3.6 2.8 3.3 3.4 3.4 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.2 3.6 2732

25-29 2.1 2.1 1.9 2.0 2.1 1.7 1.9 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 1.7 2.1 3324

30-34 2.2 2.2 1.7 2.1 2.1 1.5 2.1 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 1.9 2.2 3489

35-39 2.9 3.0 2.5 2.8 2.5 2.2 2.8 2.9 3.0 2.8 3.0 2.4 2.9 2989

40-44 2.3 2.4 1.6 2.4 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.4 2.4 2.4 1.8 2.2 2241

45-49 2.4 2.4 1.8 2.3 2.1 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 1.9 2.4 1497

50-54 1.4 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.4 1.2 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.1 1.5 1242

55-59 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.0 851

60+ 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.1 1.3 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.4 1485

Total 2.4 2.4 2.0 2.3 2.1 2.0 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.0 2.4 21688
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Table III-4. Women reporting sexual violence by partner or non-partner in the past 12months by age and by frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Total number of 
women 

interviewed
Partner Non-partner Any 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 1.6 2.5 0.6 2.8 0.3 0.0 1.6 2.7 3.4 1838 

20-24 5.8 8.9 2.6 3.3 0.3 0.0 5.3 8.6 5.8 2732 

25-29 5.3 9.5 2.3 2.1 0.0 0.1 5.0 9.2 4.3 3324 

30-34 5.5 8.0 2.7 2.2 0.0 0.0 5.3 7.8 4.9 3489 

35-39 4.0 7.5 1.7 2.7 0.1 0.1 3.9 7.3 4.4 2989 

40-44 2.8 6.3 1.8 2.3 0.1 0.0 2.8 6.3 4.0 2241 

45-49 3.3 4.2 0.8 2.0 0.3 0.2 3.2 4.3 2.7 1497 

50-54 2.3 6.1 1.8 1.3 0.0 0.2 2.3 6.1 2.9 1242 

55-59 3.1 2.5 0.8 0.7 0.2 0.1 3.1 2.6 1.4 851 

60+ 2.9 6.2 1.5 1.3 0.1 0.0 2.8 6.3 2.8 1485 

Total 4.1 6.9 1.9 2.3 0.1 0.1 3.9 6.8 4.1 21688 
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Indicator IV: Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during their lifetime by severity of violence, relationship to  
                        the perpetrator and frequency 
 
Table IV-1. Women reporting sexual violence during their lifetime by age and relationship to perpetrator 

 

Age group (years) 
Type of perpetrator (%) 

Total number of 
women interviewed 

Partner Non-partner Any 

15-19 6.4 3.4 3.4 1838 

20-24 26.7 4.3 4.3 2732 

25-29 26.2 2.9 2.9 3324 

30-34 28.2 2.7 2.7 3489 

35-39 25.9 3.4 3.4 2989 

40-44 26.8 2.7 2.7 2241 

45-49 28.0 2.9 2.9 1497 

50-54 26.2 2.4 2.4 1242 

55-59 23.5 1.8 1.8 851 

60 + 29.3 2.0 2.0 1485 

Total 25.2 3.0 3.0 21688 

*Prevalence rate for partner violence has been recalculated including all women instead of ever partnered women 
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Table IV-2. Women reporting sexual violence by non-partner perpetrators during their lifetime by age and detailed  
     relationship to perpetrator, N=21688 

 

Age 
group 

Father/Step 
Father 

Uncle 

Male 
member 

of 
family 

Man of 
working 

place 

Male 
friends

Recently 
known 

man 

Unknown 
man 

Teacher-
man 

Doctor/ 
Health 
worker-

man 

Religious 
leader/ 

Fatoabaj-
man 

Member 
of law 

enforcing-
man 

Pervert Others

15-19 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.6 0.1 

20-24 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.1 1.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.1 

25-29 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.2 

30-34 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 

35-39 0.0 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.6 0.9 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.5 0.1 

40-44 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.2 

45-49 0.1 0.0 0.8 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.2 

50-54 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 

55-59 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.1 

60+ 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.6 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.2 

Total 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.1 
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Table IV-4. Women reporting sexual violence by partner or non-partner during their lifetime by age and by frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Total number of 
women 

interviewed 
Partner Non-partner Any 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 0.6 2.2 3.3 2.8 0.5 0.1 0.5 2.3 3.8 1838 

20-24 1.7 8.0 17.2 3.3 0.9 0.1 0.3 8.1 18.9 2732 

25-29 1.7 8.1 17.2 2.1 0.6 0.2 0.3 8.1 18.9 3324 

30-34 2.0 11.4 15.8 2.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 11.5 17.8 3489 

35-39 2.0 9.3 15.9 2.4 0.8 0.2 0.6 9.4 17.9 2989 

40-44 1.2 10.2 16.5 2.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 10.2 17.7 2241 

45-49 1.4 10.7 16.6 1.7 0.5 0.6 0.1 11.3 18.0 1497 

50-54 1.0 8.3 18.0 1.9 0.4 0.1 0.2 8.4 19.0 1242 

55-59 2.1 8.0 14.5 1.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 8.1 16.6 851 

60+ 2.1 8.9 20.0 1.2 0.3 0.5 0.1 9.1 22.1 1485 

Total 1.6 8.8 15.7 2.2 0.6 0.2 0.3 8.9 17.3 21688 
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Table V-1. Women reporting physical, sexual, physical or sexual violence by a current or former intimate partner in past 12  
  months by age 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Physical Sexual Physical or 
sexual 

Physical Sexual Physical or 
sexual 

Physical Sexual Physical or 
sexual 

15-19 22.9 14.6 27.4 0.9 0.4 1.0 23.8 15.1 28.4 542 

20-24 27.8 18.2 35.0 0.4 0.1 0.4 28.1 18.3 35.4 2449 

25-29 24.2 16.5 32.0 0.3 0.1 0.3 24.5 16.6 32.2 3263 

30-34 23.2 15.2 30.5 0.3 0.2 0.4 23.4 15.4 30.8 3475 

35-39 20.5 12.4 26.4 0.3 0.6 0.9 20.8 12.8 27.1 2969 

40-44 16.3 10.8 21.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 16.5 11.0 21.6 2232 

45-49 15.5 8.1 19.6 0.2 0.1 0.2 15.5 8.2 19.7 1489 

50-54 16.4 9.2 20.6 0.7 0.7 0.8 17.0 9.7 21.2 1239 

55-59 12.6 5.6 14.9 1.1 0.2 1.1 13.7 5.9 16.0 849 

60 + 12.9 9.4 17.8 0.4 0.4 0.5 13.2 9.8 18.2 1480 

Total 20.5 13.1 26.5 0.4 0.3 0.5 20.8 13.3 26.9 19987 
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Table V-2. Women reporting physical violence by a current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months by age and  
   frequency 

 

Age 
group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 8.0 11.6 3.4 0.3 0.5 0.1 8.3 12.0 3.5 542 

20-24 7.9 16.5 3.4 0.0 0.2 0.3 8.0 16.5 3.6 2449 

25-29 8.1 12.5 3.6 0.1 0.1 0.1 8.2 12.7 3.6 3263 

30-34 7.4 12.3 3.5 0.1 0.2 0.0 7.5 12.4 3.5 3475 

35-39 7.7 9.9 2.8 0.0 0.1 0.2 7.7 10.1 3.0 2969 

40-44 5.6 8.2 2.6 0.0 0.1 0.0 5.6 8.3 2.7 2232 

45-49 4.9 8.3 2.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 4.8 8.5 2.3 1489 

50-54 4.9 8.5 3.0 0.0 0.7 0.1 4.9 9.0 3.1 1239 

55-59 4.0 7.1 1.5 0.2 0.7 0.2 4.2 7.8 1.7 849 

60+ 3.9 7.5 1.6 0.2 0.2 0.0 3.9 7.7 1.6 1480 

Total 6.7 10.9 2.9 0.1 0.2 0.1 6.7 11.1 3.0 19987 
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Table V-3. Women reporting sexual violence by a current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months by age and  
   frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed 

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 4.5 8.3 1.8 0.0 0.4 0.1 4.5 8.5 2.0 542 

20-24 6.0 9.5 2.7 0.0 0.1 0.0 6.0 9.6 2.7 2449 

25-29 5.1 9.2 2.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 5.1 9.3 2.2 3263 

30-34 5.3 7.6 2.4 0.0 0.1 0.1 5.3 7.6 2.5 3475 

35-39 4.0 6.9 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.1 4.0 7.1 1.7 2969 

40-44 2.8 6.2 1.8 0.0 0.1 0.1 2.8 6.4 1.8 2232 

45-49 3.3 4.0 0.8 0.0 0.1 0.0 3.3 4.1 0.8 1489 

50-54 2.3 5.4 1.5 0.0 0.6 0.1 2.2 5.8 1.7 1239 

55-59 3.1 1.9 0.7 0.0 0.1 0.1 3.1 2.0 0.8 849 

60 + 2.8 5.2 1.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 2.8 5.6 1.5 1480 

Total 4.2 7.0 1.9 0.0 0.2 0.1 4.2 7.2 1.9 19987 
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Table V-4. Women reporting sexual and/or physical violence by a current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months by  
 age and frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed 

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 6.5 16.0 4.9 0.2 0.7 0.1 6.7 16.7 4.9 542 

20-24 8.3 21.2 5.5 0.0 0.1 0.3 8.4 21.2 5.8 2449 

25-29 9.1 17.7 5.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 9.2 17.8 5.2 3263 

30-34 9.1 16.1 5.4 0.1 0.2 0.1 9.2 16.3 5.4 3475 

35-39 8.3 14.0 4.2 0.1 0.5 0.3 8.4 14.2 4.5 2969 

40-44 5.8 12.0 3.6 0.0 0.2 0.1 5.8 12.1 3.7 2232 

45-49 5.8 11.1 2.7 0.1 0.1 0.0 5.7 11.3 2.7 1489 

50-54 4.7 11.4 4.5 0.0 0.7 0.1 4.7 11.9 4.6 1239 

55-59 5.0 7.9 2.0 0.2 0.5 0.3 5.2 8.5 2.3 849 

60 + 4.7 10.3 2.8 0.1 0.4 0.0 4.7 10.7 2.8 1480 

Total 7.4 14.7 4.4 0.1 0.3 0.1 7.5 15.0 4.5 19987 
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Table VI-1. Women reporting physical, sexual, physical or sexual violence by a current or former intimate partner during  
   their lifetime by age 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Physical Sexual 
Physical or 

sexual 
Physical Sexual 

Physical or 
sexual 

Physical Sexual 
Physical or 

sexual 

15-19 35.3 20.9 40.6 2.3 1.1 2.5 37.5 21.9 42.8 542 

20-24 46.8 28.1 52.7 2.1 1.3 2.2 48.4 29.3 54.4 2449 

25-29 49.2 25.4 53.7 2.5 1.5 2.7 51.1 26.6 55.6 3263 

30-34 47.7 26.5 52.8 3.6 2.2 3.9 50.7 28.3 55.5 3475 

35-39 45.4 24.2 49.3 5.2 2.4 5.5 49.3 26.1 53.4 2969 

40-44 45.1 24.4 49.4 5.0 2.8 5.6 49.4 26.9 54.0 2232 

45-49 44.5 24.4 47.4 7.1 4.8 8.1 50.2 28.1 53.8 1489 

50-54 43.0 22.9 46.2 8.3 3.9 9.0 50.4 26.3 54.3 1239 

55-59 38.3 18.2 40.3 9.9 5.4 10.4 47.8 23.5 50.3 849 

60 + 37.6 22.7 42.0 14.1 7.3 15.5 50.5 29.4 56.1 1480 

Total 45.2 24.8 49.5 5.2 2.9 5.7 49.6 27.3 54.2 19987 
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Table VI-2. Women reporting physical violence by a current or former intimate partner duringtheir lifetime by age and  
    frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 

Number of ever 
married women 

interviewed 
Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once Few times 
Many 
times 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 8.8 15.5 9.5 0.0 2.1 0.2 6.9 14.2 8.6 542 

20-24 9.1 23.5 12.8 0.1 0.9 1.1 9.4 20.8 13.3 2449 

25-29 9.2 25.0 14.4 0.2 1.1 1.3 9.1 24.4 15.1 3263 

30-34 8.2 24.2 14.3 0.5 2.2 0.8 9.1 24.4 14.5 3475 

35-39 8.2 21.2 14.7 0.2 3.1 1.9 7.6 22.6 16.1 2969 

40-44 7.6 21.3 14.9 0.5 2.7 1.9 7.7 23.2 16.1 2232 

45-49 6.5 23.8 13.6 0.5 4.1 2.5 6.7 26.2 15.6 1489 

50-54 5.6 21.5 14.9 0.8 5.1 2.4 6.3 24.9 16.3 1239 

55-59 6.2 19.0 11.3 0.8 5.5 3.6 7.5 22.4 14.6 849 

60 + 6.4 17.3 12.9 1.0 8.5 4.7 6.7 24.6 17.1 1480 

Total 7.9 22.3 13.9 0.4 3.0 1.8 9.1 24.4 16.1 19987 
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Table VI-3. Women reporting sexual violence by a current or former intimate partner during their lifetime by age and  
    frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) 
Number of 

ever married 
women 

interviewed 

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many times 

15-19 2.0 7.4 11.2 0.0 0.1 1.0 1.4 7.1 11.3 542 

20-24 1.5 7.7 18.3 0.0 0.4 0.8 1.4 7.8 18.7 2449 

25-29 1.5 7.4 16.3 0.1 0.5 0.9 1.3 7.5 17.0 3263 

30-34 1.6 9.7 14.8 0.4 0.8 1.0 2.0 10.0 15.7 3475 

35-39 1.7 7.6 14.4 0.1 1.0 1.3 1.8 7.7 15.6 2969 

40-44 1.0 8.2 14.8 0.1 1.4 1.4 1.0 8.8 16.4 2232 

45-49 1.6 9.3 13.2 0.3 1.7 2.9 1.2 9.9 16.3 1489 

50-54 0.5 7.0 15.1 0.1 1.4 2.4 0.7 7.6 17.5 1239 

55-59 1.7 5.6 10.3 0.3 2.3 2.8 1.3 7.1 13.7 849 

60 + 1.0 6.0 15.1 0.3 2.8 4.2 1.5 7.3 19.7 1480 

Total 1.4 7.9 15.1 0.2 1.1 1.6 2.4 8.3 16.6 19987 
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Table VI-4. Women reporting sexual and/or physical violence by a current or former intimate partner during their lifetime by  
   age and frequency 

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of perpetrator (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed

Current partner Former partner Any partner 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

Once 
Few 
times 

Many times Once 
Few 
times 

Many 
times 

15-19 6.3 16.3 16.6 0.0 0.7 1.0 6.3 17.4 17.7 542 

20-24 5.8 20.2 25.5 0.0 0.3 1.1 5.9 20.6 26.8 2449 

25-29 6.7 21.5 25.0 0.1 0.4 1.2 6.6 22.3 26.2 3263 

30-34 6.1 22.2 23.7 0.2 1.0 1.2 6.3 23.6 24.8 3475 

35-39 5.9 19.0 23.6 0.1 0.9 1.8 6.1 20.7 25.8 2969 

40-44 5.7 19.2 23.6 0.1 1.2 1.7 5.9 21.1 26.0 2232 

45-49 4.5 20.3 21.9 0.0 1.7 3.2 4.8 23.2 25.2 1489 

50-54 3.5 18.5 23.3 0.0 1.1 2.8 4.0 22.2 27.2 1239 

55-59 4.7 16.9 16.9 0.4 2.3 3.5 5.6 21.0 21.9 849 

60+ 3.9 15.1 22.4 0.4 2.3 4.7 4.5 21.8 29.1 1480 

Total 5.6 19.7 23.4 0.1 1.0 1.9 6.7 21.8 25.8 19987 
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Table VII-1. Women reporting emotional abuse, controlling behaviors and emotional abuse and/or controlling behaviors by  
     any intimate partner in the past 12 months by age  

Age group (years) 

Type of violence 

Number of ever married 
women interviewed 

Controlling behaviors Emotional abuse 

Controlling 
behaviors and/or emotional 

abuse 
 

15-19 36.5 20.9 42.6 542 

20-24 43.6 24.3 50.7 2449 

25-29 41.1 24.0 48.9 3263 

30-34 40.6 25.9 48.9 3475 

35-39 39.4 23.5 47.6 2969 

40-44 39.4 24.9 47.2 2232 

45-49 36.9 25.2 46.9 1489 

50-54 38.9 25.6 48.9 1239 

55-59 33.7 19.6 42.4 849 

60+ 38.4 22.5 46.7 1480 

Total 38.8 24.2 48.0 19987 
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Table VIII-1. Women reporting economic violence by a current or former intimate partner in the past 12 months by age  

 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of violence Number of ever 
married women 

interviewed Current partner Former partner Any partner 

15-19 6.6 0.2 6.8 542 

20-24 7.6 0.2 7.8 2449 

25-29 7.1 0.1 7.2 3263 

30-34 6.9 0.2 7.1 3475 

35-39 6.1 0.2 6.3 2969 

40-44 6.9 0.2 7.1 2232 

45-49 5.9 0.2 6.1 1489 

50-54 5.5 0.4 5.9 1239 

55-59 6.3 0.0 6.3 849 

60 + 4.2 0.1 4.3 1480 

Total 6.5 0.2 6.7 19987 
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Tables for SDG Indicators (Proposed) 
 

Indicator 5.2.1: Proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 years and older  
          subjected to physical, sexual or psychological violence by a current or  
          former intimate partner, in the last 12 months, by form of violence and by  
          age group 

Age group 
(years) 

Type of violence (%) Number of 
ever 

married 
women 

interviewed 

Physical 
Sexual 

violence 

Emotional 
(psychologic
al) violence 

Any form of 
physical 

and/or sexual 
violence 

Any form of physical, 
sexual and/or emotional 
(psychological) violence 

15-19 23.8 15.1 20.9 28.4 34.7 542 
20-24 28.1 18.3 24.3 35.4 43.2 2449 
25-29 24.5 16.6 24.0 32.2 40.8 3263 
30-34 23.4 15.4 25.9 30.8 41.1 3475 
35-39 20.8 12.8 23.5 27.1 38.5 2969 
40-44 16.5 11.0 24.9 21.6 34.5 2232 
45-49 15.5 8.2 25.2 19.7 34.8 1489 
50-54 17.0 9.7 25.6 21.2 35.5 1239 
55-59 13.7 5.9 19.6 16.0 29.3 849 
60 + 13.2 9.8 22.5 18.2 31.7 1480 
Total 20.8 13.3 24.2 26.9 38.0 19987 

 
Indicator 5.2.2: Proportion of women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual  

         violence by persons other than an intimate partner, in the last 12 months,  
         by age group [N=21688( All women interviewed)] 

Age group (years) 
Sexual violence by non-partner perpetrators in the past 12 months 

N % 
15-19 1838 3.13 
20-24 2732 3.66 
25-29 3324 2.17 
30-34 3489 2.27 
35-39 2989 2.95 
40-44 2241 2.38 
45-49 1497 2.44 
50-54 1242 1.45 
55-59 851 0.96 
60 + 1485 1.41 
Total 21688 2.45 

 
Indicator 5.3.1: Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union   

          before age 15 and before age 18 [N= 2991 (Total number of women aged  
          20-24 interviewed)] 

Age at marriage Proportion of women aged 20-24 years 
Before 15 0.6 
Before 18 44.5 
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Tables for strict compression with 2011 findings 
Table 01: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of controlling behavior at 

least once in lifetime by her husband 
 

Acts (controlling behavior) National Rural 
Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation. 
Other than city 

corporation 

01. Keeps her from seeing friend 14.4 14.9 12.9 9.9 14.5 

02. Restrict her to contact with family 14.9 15.7 12.5 9.3 14.2 

03 Insist on knowing where she is at all 
times 8.9 9.1 8.0 6.7 8.7 

04. Ignores her, treats her indifferently 14.1 14.5 12.8 10.6 14.0 

05. Gets angry if she speaks with others 18.6 19.3 16.3 12.6 18.3 

06. Is suspicious that she is unfaithful 8.4 8.5 8.3 7.3 8.7 

07. Expects her to seek the permission 
before taking any health care 
services for herself 

35.0 36.3 30.6 21.9 35.2 

08. Force you to maintain parda 22.2 23.9 16.8 12.0 19.4 

09. Obstruct you in studying or doing 
work 7.1 6.8 8.3 8.1 8.4 

10. Forbid you on going out for 
recreation 

15.6 16.6 12.3 9.3 13.9 

11. Utter attacking words against your 
parents 15.5 16.0 13.9 11.1 15.4 

12. Force you to use family planning 6.4 6.7 5.4 3.3 6.5 

13. Forbid you taking family planning 3.4 3.6 2.9 1.8 3.5 

14. Misbehave due to female birth 2.6 2.8 1.9 1.2 2.3 

15. Misbehave due to complain from 
your mother-in-low/sister-in-low 20.7 21.6 17.5 12.4 20.1 

16. Become angry if you talk on word 46.9 48.3 42.5 33.6 47.1 

17. Other controlled behavior 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.6 

Any acts of controlling behavior 68.5 70.4 62.6 52.2 68.0 

 
Table 02: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of controlling 

behavior at least once in last 12 months by her husband 
 

Acts (controlling behavior) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01. Keeps her from seeing friend 7.9 8.2 6.8 5.3 7.6 

02. Restrict her to contact with family 8.7 9.1 7.4 5.6 8.3 

03 Insist on knowing where she is at all 
times 5.4 5.6 5.0 4.5 5.3 

04. Ignores her, treats her indifferently 9.5 9.9 8.2 6.3 9.2 

05. Gets angry if she speaks with others 10.9 11.3 9.6 7.9 10.4 
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Acts (controlling behavior) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

06. Is suspicious that she is unfaithful 5.1 5.2 5.0 4.7 5.2 

07. Expects her to seek the permission 
before taking any health care 
services for herself 

23.6 24.8 19.9 13.4 23.3 

08. Force you to maintain parda 15.1 16.1 12.0 8.1 14.1 

09. Obstruct you in studying or doing 
work 3.5 3.3 4.0 4.1 4.0 

10. Forbid you on going out for 
recreation 9.9 10.5 8.1 5.6 9.4 

11. Utter attacking words against your 
parents 

9.2 9.4 8.5 6.7 9.5 

12. Force you to use family planning 3.4 3.6 2.9 1.6 3.6 

13. Forbid you taking family planning 1.9 2.0 1.6 0.8 2.0 

14. Misbehave due to female birth 1.0 1.1 0.6 0.3 0.7 

15. Misbehave due to complain from 
your mother-in-low/sister-in-low 9.7 10.1 8.3 6.3 9.3 

16. Become angry if you talk on word 33.5 34.5 30.3 23.4 33.8 

17. Other controlled behavior 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Any acts of controlling behavior 54.0 55.7 48.5 39.1 53.4 

 
Table 03:  Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of economic 

violence at least once in lifetime by her husband 
 

Acts (Economical violence) National Rural 

Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation
. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01.  Refuse to pay money for family 
expenditure in spite of having 
enough money 

10.8 11.1 9.5 9.3 9.6 

02.  Refuse to pay pocket money in 
spite of having enough money 16.0 16.7 13.6 11.2 14.8 

03.  Was condition for giving 
money/property as dowry 28.2 30.5 20.6 13.1 24.5 

04.  Create pressure for bringing 
money/things from father's house 8.3 9.0 6.2 4.8 6.9 

Any economic violence in lifetime 40.2 42.8 31.6 23.6 35.7 
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Table 04:  Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of economic 

violence at least once in last 12 months by her husband 

Acts (Economical violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01.  Refuse to pay money for family 
expenditure in spite of having enough 
money 

7.1 7.5 6.2 6.6 5.9 

02.  Refuse to pay pocket money in spite of 
having enough money 

10.3 10.8 8.4 7.2 9.0 

03.  Was condition for giving money/property 
as dowry 2.6 2.7 2.1 1.5 2.4 

04.  Create pressure for bringing 
money/things from father's house 3.9 4.1 3.1 2.6 3.3 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 15.2 16.0 12.5 9.9 13.9 

 
Table 05: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of emotional 

violence at least once in life time by her husband 

Acts (Emotional violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation. 
Other than city 

corporation 

01. Insults 19.4 19.7 18.2 16.0 19.4 

02. Belittlement/Humiliation 10.6 10.9 9.7 9.5 9.8 

03. Intimidation 9.8 10.2 8.4 7.1 9.2 

04. Verbal threats of hurt 10.2 10.5 9.1 8.0 9.7 

05. Misbehavior for visiting neighbors or 
other women 8.0 8.5 6.3 4.6 7.1 

06. Threats of marrying other women 7.8 8.1 7.0 6.0 7.5 

07. Threats of divorce 6.1 6.2 6.0 4.9 6.5 

Any emotional violence 32.3 33.3 28.9 23.6 31.7 

 
Table 06: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of emotional 

violence at least once in last 12 months by her husband 

Acts (Emotional violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01. Insults 17.0 17.3 16.1 14.4 17.0 

02. Belittlement/Humiliation 8.8 9.0 7.9 8.0 7.8 

03. Intimidation 8.1 8.4 6.9 5.7 7.5 

04. Verbal threats of hurt 8.5 8.7 7.6 6.5 8.2 

05. Misbehavior for visiting neighbors 
or other women 6.9 7.5 5.1 3.8 5.7 

06. Threats of marrying other women 6.5 6.6 6.0 5.5 6.3 

07. Threats of divorce 5.1 5.3 4.7 3.9 5.2 

Any emotional violence 28.8 29.8 25.6 21.1 28.0 
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Table 07: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of physical 

violenceat least once in lifetime by her husband 

Acts (Physical violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01. Slapped, punched or threw something to hurt 
her 47.0 49.1 40.1 28.9 46.0 

02. Pushed  or shoved or pulled hair 26.0 27.0 22.7 16.1 26.2 

03. Kicked, dragged or beaten 14.1 14.9 11.5 8.2 13.2 

04. Choked on purpose 3.8 3.9 3.5 3.2 3.7 

05. Burnt on purpose 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 

06. Threatened or used gun, knife or other 
weapons against her 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.9 

07. Burnt her with hot things 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.3 

08.  Threw acid 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

09. Threw hot water/ hot liquid 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.6 

10. Struck you with stick or heavy things 18.1 19.3 14.2 9.1 16.8 

Any acts of physical violence 50.2 52.6 42.6 30.9 48.8 

 
Table 08: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of physical 

violenceat least once in last 12 months by her husband 

Acts (Physical violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation. 
Other than city 

corporation 

01. Slapped, punched or threw something to hurt her 20.3 21.0 18.0 14.0 20.2 

02. Pushed  or shoved or pulled hair 10.0 10.2 9.4 7.5 10.4 

03. Kicked, dragged or beaten 5.4 5.6 4.7 4.2 5.0 

04. Choked on purpose 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.4 1.7 

05. Burnt on purpose 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 

06. Threatened or used gun, knife or other weapons 
against her 

0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.3 

07. Burnt her with hot things 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 

08.  Threw acid 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

09. Threw hot water/ hot liquid 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 

10. Struck you with stick or heavy things 6.1 6.5 4.9 4.3 5.2 

Any acts of physical violence 23.7 24.6 20.6 15.6 23.2 
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Table 09: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of sexual violence at 
least once in lifetime by her husband 

Acts(sexual violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

01. Physically forced to have sexual intercourse 
when she did not want to. 22.1 22.9 19.4 44.2 6.4 

02. Being compelled to have sexual intercourse 
against will 

18.6 19.8 14.7 34.0 4.6 

03. Was forced to do something sexual that she 
found degrading or humiliating 4.1 4.3 3.4 7.2 1.3 

04. Other sexual torture 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 

Any sexual violence 27.4 28.6 23.3 53.6 7.4 

 
Table 10: Percentage of currently married women who experienced any acts of sexual violence at 

least once in last 12 months by her husband 

Acts(sexual violence) National Rural 
Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation. 
Other than city 

corporation 

01. Physically forced to have sexual intercourse 
when she did not want to. 11.6 11.9 10.5 23.7 3.5 

02. Being compelled to have sexual intercourse 
against will 8.9 9.4 7.3 16.5 2.5 

03. Was forced to do something sexual that she 
found degrading or humiliating 

1.8 1.9 1.3 2.9 0.5 

04. Other sexual torture 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 

Any sexual violence 14.4 15.0 12.6 28.7 4.1 

 
Table 11:  Percentage of women who experienced any physical or sexual violence at least once by her 

husband 

Physical or sexual violence with reference 
period National Rural 

Urban 

Total 
City 

corporation. 
Other than city 

corporation 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 55.0 57.5 46.9 34.2 53.6 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 30.0 31.2 26.3 19.5 29.8 

 
Table 12: Percent of currently married women who experienced any acts of violenceat least once 

by her husband 

Violence with reference period National Rural 
Urban 

Total City 
corporation. 

Other than city 
corporation 

Any violence in lifetime 80.2 82.2 73.9 64.3 78.9 

Any violence in last 12 months 65.1 66.8 59.6 49.7 64.8 

 



99 

AnnexureB: Standard Error and Design Effect 
Table A7.1: Sampling Errors: Total, VAW 2015 

Indicators Estimate Standard 
Error CV Design 

Effect 

Sq. root 
of 

Design 
Effect 

Weighted 
Count 

Unweighted 
Count 

Confidence Limit 

Lower Upper 

Any physical violence in lifetime 49.57 0.857 .017 5.869 2.423 44758044 19987 47.86 51.29 

Any physical violence in last 12 months 20.82 0.564 .027 3.849 1.962 44758044 19987 19.69 21.95 

Any sexual violence in lifetime 27.25 0.832 .031 6.974 2.641 44758044 19987 25.59 28.91 

Any sexual violence in last 12 months 13.34 0.553 .041 5.277 2.297 44758044 19987 12.24 14.45 

Any emotional violence in lifetime 28.7 0.713 .025 4.966 2.228 44758044 19987 27.27 30.12 

Any emotional violence in last 12 months 24.19 0.667 .028 4.850 2.202 44758044 19987 22.86 25.53 

Any economic violence in Lifetime 11.44 0.434 .038 3.712 1.927 44758044 19987 10.58 12.31 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 6.66 0.31 .046 3.081 1.755 44758044 19987 6.04 7.28 

Any controlling behavior in lifetime 55.36 0.872 .016 6.150 2.480 44758044 19987 53.62 57.11 

Any controlling behavior in last 12 months 38.79 0.807 .021 5.485 2.342 44758044 19987 37.17 40.4 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 54.21 0.868 .016 6.061 2.462 44758044 19987 52.48 55.95 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 26.93 0.657 .024 4.390 2.095 44758044 19987 25.62 28.25 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in 
lifetime 

57.66 0.85 .015 5.913 2.432 44758044 19987 55.96 59.36 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in last 
12 months 

37.98 0.766 .020 4.980 2.232 44758044 19987 36.44 39.51 

Any violence in Lifetime 72.61 0.777 .011 6.059 2.462 44758044 19987 71.06 74.16 

Any violence in last 12 months 54.68 0.823 .015 5.463 2.337 44758044 19987 53.03 56.32 
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Table A7.2: Sampling Errors: Rural, VAW 2015 

Indicators Estimate Standard 
Error 

CV Design 
Effect 

Sq. root 
of 

Design 
Effect 

Weighted 
Count 

Unweighted 
Count 

Confidence Limit 

Lower Upper 

Any physical violence in lifetime 51.83 1.035 .020 4.591 2.143 34283622 10691 49.76 53.9 

Any physical violence in last 12 months 21.53 0.683 .032 2.956 1.719 34283622 10691 20.16 22.89 

Any sexual violence in lifetime 28.4 1.031 .036 5.584 2.363 34283622 10691 26.34 30.46 

Any sexual violence in last 12 months 13.7 0.682 .050 4.201 2.050 34283622 10691 12.34 15.06 

Any emotional violence in lifetime 29.71 0.874 .029 3.909 1.977 34283622 10691 27.96 31.46 

Any emotional violence in last 12 months 25.07 0.819 .033 3.813 1.953 34283622 10691 23.44 26.71 

Any economic violence in Lifetime 11.97 0.537 .045 2.924 1.710 34283622 10691 10.89 13.04 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 7.03 0.385 .055 2.430 1.559 34283622 10691 6.26 7.8 

Any controlling behavior in lifetime 57.37 1.065 .019 4.960 2.227 34283622 10691 55.24 59.5 

Any controlling behavior in last 12 months 40.52 0.987 .024 4.325 2.080 34283622 10691 38.54 42.49 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 56.58 1.045 .018 4.754 2.180 34283622 10691 54.49 58.67 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 27.77 0.8 .029 3.413 1.848 34283622 10691 26.17 29.37 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in 
lifetime 

59.93 1.022 .017 4.647 2.156 34283622 10691 57.88 61.97 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in last 
12 months 

39.31 0.931 .024 3.880 1.970 34283622 10691 37.45 41.17 

Any violence in Lifetime 74.76 0.925 .012 4.843 2.201 34283622 10691 72.91 76.61 

Any violence in last 12 months 56.49 0.994 .018 4.297 2.073 34283622 10691 54.5 58.48 
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Table A7.3: Sampling Errors: Municipality and other urban, VAW 2015 

 

Indicators Estimate Standard 
Error 

CV Design 
Effect 

Sq. root 
of 

Design 
Effect 

Weighted 
Count 

Unweighted 
Count 

Confidence Limit 

Lower Upper 

Any physical violence in lifetime 50.27 2.142 .043 5.952 2.440 4717001 3243 45.98 54.55 

Any physical violence in last 12 months 21.23 1.415 .067 3.883 1.971 4717001 3243 18.4 24.06 

Any sexual violence in lifetime 27.54 1.887 .069 5.784 2.405 4717001 3243 23.77 31.31 

Any sexual violence in last 12 months 14.7 1.331 .091 4.580 2.140 4717001 3243 12.04 17.36 

Any emotional violence in lifetime 29.08 1.694 .058 4.513 2.124 4717001 3243 25.69 32.47 

Any emotional violence in last 12 months 24.75 1.552 .063 4.190 2.047 4717001 3243 21.65 27.86 

Any economic violence in Lifetime 11.11 0.964 .087 3.050 1.747 4717001 3243 9.18 13.04 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 5.78 0.599 .104 2.134 1.461 4717001 3243 4.58 6.97 

Any controlling behavior in lifetime 56.04 1.987 .035 5.195 2.279 4717001 3243 52.06 60.01 

Any controlling behavior in last 12 months 38.28 2.021 .053 5.602 2.367 4717001 3243 34.24 42.32 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 54.02 2.19 .041 6.260 2.502 4717001 3243 49.64 58.4 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 27.59 1.69 .061 4.637 2.153 4717001 3243 24.21 30.97 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in 
lifetime 

57.19 2.135 .037 6.038 2.457 4717001 3243 52.92 61.47 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in last 
12 months 

37.85 1.906 .050 5.007 2.238 4717001 3243 34.04 41.67 

Any violence in Lifetime 73.03 1.939 .027 6.191 2.488 4717001 3243 69.15 76.91 

Any violence in last 12 months 54.49 2.05 .038 5.496 2.344 4717001 3243 50.39 58.59 
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Table A7.4: Sampling Errors: City corporation, VAW 2015 

Indicators Estimate Standard 
Error 

CV Design 
Effect 

Sq. root 
of 

Design 
Effect 

Weighted 
Count 

Unweighted 
Count 

Confidence Limit 

Lower Upper 

Any physical violence in lifetime 44.86 3.07 .068 5.879 2.425 2307628 1544 38.72 51 

Any physical violence in last 12 months 21.14 1.904 .090 3.355 1.832 2307628 1544 17.33 24.95 

Any sexual violence in lifetime 28.71 2.555 .089 4.922 2.219 2307628 1544 23.6 33.82 

Any sexual violence in last 12 months 13.89 1.755 .126 3.975 1.994 2307628 1544 10.38 17.4 

Any emotional violence in lifetime 24.78 2.374 .096 4.664 2.160 2307628 1544 20.04 29.53 

Any emotional violence in last 12 months 20.58 2.347 .114 5.202 2.281 2307628 1544 15.88 25.27 

Any economic violence in Lifetime 8.26 1.126 .136 2.584 1.608 2307628 1544 6.00 10.51 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 4.63 0.821 .177 2.357 1.535 2307628 1544 2.99 6.27 

Any controlling behavior in lifetime 50.01 3.039 .061 5.701 2.388 2307628 1544 43.93 56.09 

Any controlling behavior in last 12 months 35.41 2.548 .072 4.380 2.093 2307628 1544 30.31 40.5 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 50.74 3.066 .060 5.803 2.409 2307628 1544 44.61 56.87 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 27.84 2.086 .075 3.341 1.828 2307628 1544 23.67 32.01 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in 
lifetime 

54.00 3.017 .056 5.653 2.378 2307628 1544 47.96 60.03 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in last 
12 months 

36.51 2.616 .072 4.557 2.135 2307628 1544 31.28 41.74 

Any violence in Lifetime 67.09 2.983 .044 6.220 2.494 2307628 1544 61.13 73.06 

Any violence in last 12 months 52.00 3.067 .059 5.815 2.411 2307628 1544 45.87 58.14 
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Table A7.5: Sampling Errors: Total, VAW 2011 

Indicators Estimate Standard 
Error 

CV Design 
Effect 

Sq. root 
of 

Design 
Effect 

Weighted 
Count 

Unweighted 
Count 

Confidence Limit 

Lower Upper 

Any physical violence in lifetime 47.81 1.743 .036 12.55 3.543 43097491 10313 44.32 51.29 

Any physical violence in last 12 months 26.36 1.474 .056 11.54 3.397 43097491 10313 23.41 29.31 

Any sexual violence in lifetime 37.28 2.037 .055 18.29 4.277 43097491 10313 33.21 41.35 

Any sexual violence in last 12 months 24.04 1.662 .069 15.59 3.949 43097491 10313 20.71 27.36 

Any emotional violence in lifetime 40.21 1.741 .043 12.99 3.605 43097491 10313 36.73 43.69 

Any emotional violence in last 12 months 30.04 1.55 .052 11.79 3.434 43097491 10313 26.94 33.14 

Any economic violence in Lifetime 17.77 1.377 .077 13.38 3.658 43097491 10313 15.02 20.52 

Any economic violence in last 12 months 13.89 1.31 .094 14.80 3.847 43097491 10313 11.27 16.51 

Any controlling behavior in lifetime 67.81 1.745 .026 14.37 3.792 43097491 10313 64.32 71.3 

Any controlling behavior in last 12 months 56.23 1.935 .034 15.69 3.961 43097491 10313 52.36 60.1 

Any physical or sexual violence in lifetime 57.78 1.718 .030 12.47 3.532 43097491 10313 54.35 61.22 

Any physical or sexual violence in last 12 months 37.00 1.745 .047 13.47 3.671 43097491 10313 33.51 40.49 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in 
lifetime 

62.46 1.656 .027 12.05 3.472 43097491 10313 59.14 65.77 

Any physical or sexual or emotional violence in last 
12 months 

45.09 1.774 .039 13.10 3.620 43097491 10313 41.54 48.64 

Any violence in Lifetime 79.42 1.286 .016 10.43 3.230 43097491 10313 76.84 81.99 

Any violence in last 12 months 66.91 1.746 .026 14.19 3.768 43097491 10313 63.42 70.4 
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Annexure E: Committees of the VAW Survey 2015 

 

Tabulation Plan Committee: 

Name Designation 

1.     Mr. Md. Zahidul Hoque Sardar,  Director, BBS                                       Chairman 

2.      Dr. Syed Shahadat Hossain, Professor, ISRT, Dhaka University Member 

3.      Dr. Md. Abdus Salam Akanda, Associate Professor, Dhaka University Member 

4.      Mr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Consultant, BBS Member 

5.   Dr. Sadananda Mitra, Gender and Statistics Specialist           Member 

6.     Dr. Dipankar Roy, Joint Director, BBS                 Member 

7.      Mr. Md. Alamgir Hossain, Deputy Chief, MoWCA Member 

8.      Dr. Ruchira Tabassum Naved, Senior Scientist, icddr,b Member 

9.      Ms. Anna Mins, Director, BRAC  Member 

10.  Mr. Mahboob-E-Alam, National Program Officer (PPR), UNFPA Member 

11.  Ms. Shamima Parvin, Senior Program Officer (Gender), UNFPA Member 

12.  Mr. Md. Alamgir Hossen, Deputy Director, BBS   Member 

13.  Mr. A.K.M Tahidul Islam, Deputy Director, BBS Member 

14. Mr. ASM Kamruzzaman, Deputy Director, GIS, BBS  Member 

15. Mr. Md. Maksud Hossain, Statistical Officer, GIS, BBS Member-Secretary 
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Report Writing Committee: 
 

Name Designation 

1. Mr. Md. Zahidul Hoque Sardar,  Director, BBS                                       Chairman 

2. Mr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Consultant, BBS Member 

3. Dr. Syed Shahadat Hossain, Professor, ISRT, Dhaka University Member 

4. Dr. Sadananda Mitra, Gender and Statistics Specialist           Member 

5. Dr. Dipankar Roy, Project Director, HIES Project, BBS       Member 

6. Mr. Mahboob-E-Alam, National Program Officer (PPR), UNFPA Member 

7. Advocate Ms. Kamrun Nahar, Naripokhho Member 

8. Mr. Md. Alamgir Hossen, Deputy Director, BBS   Member 

9. Mr. Md. Maksud Hossain, Statistical Officer, GIS Project, BBS Member 

10. Mr. A.K.M. Tahidul Islam, Deputy Director, BBS Member-Secretary 
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Overall Management Committee: 

Name Designation 

1. Mr. K M Mozammel Hoq Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) 

2. Mr. Mohammad Abdul Wazed  Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) 

3. Mr. M. A. Mannan Howlader 
Additional Secretary (Dev.), Statistics and Informatics 

Division 

4. Mr. Md. Baitul Amin Bhuiyan 
Deputy Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

(BBS) 

5. Md. Zahidul Hoque Sardar  Project Director. P&D Using GIS Project, BBS 
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